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INTRODUCTORY ADDRESS 

To the 

READER. 



-tVMONG all the ufeful difcourfes which 
the prefs hath of late expofed to public view, I 
have not, as I remember, met with any which pur- 
pofely and direftly treated of the fubjeftof this effay^ 
hotwith Handing it muft be owned to be needful, 
ufeful, and at all times feafonable. It is not a point 
of controverfy, but a maxim to which men generally 
fubfcribe, that. In God's favour is life. 

All forts of men plead for God's favour, and, in 
general, pretend to it. This is the cafe with per- 
fons of all religions, and of all perfuafions. Men: 
cannot bear the thoughts of an exclufion from it, 
whatever be their ftatie or their conduft. Both the 
religious and the profane m^ke pretenfions to it.- 
The rich and great cannot fay they are above it, the 
poor and mean think themfelves entitled to it. The 
grofsly ignorant dream of God's favour, as their 
fanftuary, though the Moft High hath faid of fuch, 
" It is a people of no underftanding, therefore he 
that made them will not have mercy on them, and 
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he that formed them will fhew them no favour.** 
The learned Rabbies and fages of the world can 
gravely difpute about the grace and favour of 
God, with ftrong inclination to appropriate it to 
themfelves. They are often ready to fay of the il- 
literate, as the chief priefts and pharifees of old, 
" This people who know not the law are accurfed ;*' 
intimating that they themfelves are high in God's 
account, and diftinguiOied by his favour above 
their neighbours. But Jefus fays to thofe who 
juftify themfelves, " That which ii highly efteemed 
among men, is an abomination in the fight of God.'* 

The afpiring Nimrods and the flattering Abfaloms 
of the world, when they have the favour of princes 
or people, imagine they have the favour of the 
Almighty. But Haman and Herod foon received a 
confutation of t!iis opinion ; the oiie for bis deteftable 
pride, through divine indignation^ was ha/^ged like a 
<iog ; the other was fmitten by an angd oi the I^rd, 
and his loathfome carcafe eatcj^ up of worms, be. 
caufe he gave not God the glory. 

The unworthy, the greedy and griping fons of 
the good old Eli, who would be fervcd firft, and 
ferved witli the beft, or take their part by force, 
though they boafted of the ark, and trufted in it, 
fuppofing they had the Almighty in forae fort en. 
gaged to them thereby, yet they themfelves were 
miferably flain» and their pofterity were brought 
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bafely to crouch for a piece of filver, and a morfcl 
of bread. 

Though carnal perfons may blcfs the profperou« 
covetous man, we are told that God abhors him. 
If Jeconiah ^^^H^t his eyes and heart only to his 
covetoufnefs, and build himfelf a houfe by un- 
righteoufnefs, and chambers by wrong, ufing his 
neighbours' fervice without wages, by divine ap- 
pointment, he fliall die unlamented, and be buried 
with the burial of an afs ; the beft part of his name 
fhall be taken away, he fhall only be called C^m^/ 
and though he was as the fignet on God's right 
hand, advanced to high and diftinguifhed honours, 
yet the Almighty will pluck him thence and call 
him down. Though the ambitious and impious 
king of Tyre be, in the eftimation of fome, as the 
anointed cherub, and fay he is God, and fet his 
heart as the heart of God, yet he fhall be brought 
down to the pit. 

Myftical Babylon may fay, '• I fit as a queen, 
and fhall fee no forrow ; fhe may glorify herfelf, 
and boafl of the peculiar favour of Him whofe fpoufe 
fhe pretends to be ; yet it will appear by and by, 
that flie is the habitation of Devils ; and her plagues 
fhall come in one day, death, and mourning, and 
famine ; nay, fhe fhall be utterly burnt with fire, 
for flrong is the Lord God who judgcth her.^ 

A3 If 
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If haughty an^ felf-righteous Ifrael fill the world 
with the loud acclamations of *' The temple of the 
Lord, the temple of the Lord are we, the church, 
the church ; we are God's peculiar people, his por- 
tion, his chofen heritage;" yet the Mo ft High can 
take his leave oi Jerufaiem^ as he did of Shiloh, and 
caft the people out of his fight; and though they 
were to him once externally for a name, a praife 
and a glory ; yet they fh^H become like a rotten 
girdle, that is good for nothing; yea, God will 
even dafh them in pieces one againft another, and 
will not pily nor fpare them, becaufc, notwitliftand- 
iiig their high pretenfions, their hearts are far from 
him. 

Oiorazin and Bethfaida had mighty works done 
in them ; they were highly favoured with the pre- 
fence, the preaching and the miracles of Jefus, yet, 
becaufe of their unbelief, it fhall be more tolerable 
for Tyre and Sidon in the day of judgment than for 
them. Capernaum^ which was exalted to heaven 
in privileges, for the like ftupid infenfibility, fhall 
be<;aft down to the loweft hell in puniihment. 

The feven Afian churches may lofe dicir fplendor, 
:b^ 4iminifted and brought low. Laodicea thought 
herfelf rich ^nd increafed witli goods, dignified with 
fible preachers, fplendid gifts of the Spirit, found 
doftrine, and glorious privilx^ges, on which ac- 
counts fhe judged herfelf more in favour with God 
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than all ifae reft, and became vain and fecure to 
that degree, that the threatening denounced agalnft 
her is, " Thoyi *rt fo offenfive to me, that I will 
fpue thee out of my flioyth/* 

To be in the favour of God is a matter of in- 
finite concernment, yet thoufands in the world are 
miftaken about it. When death and judgment 
come, what difcoveries will be made; what an 
awful difappointment will many meet with; efpe- 
cially fuch as expeS the favour of God, and ad- 
miflion among the faints, on account of a rrtere 
outward profefTion, or of fome afts of external 
obedience ! Some will plead their excellent gifts 
in praying and preaching, for which they have 
been admired and applauded by men. Some will 
plead their high preferment in the church; and 
others fay, ** We have eaten and drunk in thy pre- 
fence, and thou haft taught in our ftreets.'* But 
the great Judge tells us, he will anfwer them all 
alike, with thefe awful words, ** 1 know you not, 
I will not own you, depart from me, ye curfed, 
into everlafting fire, prepared for the Devil and his 
angels.'* It will be in vain for them to reply, 
•* What ! muft we depart, who were civil with our 
neighbt)i;irs, good church-men, orthodox believers, 
and fober livers ! Muft we depart who heard the 
word gladly, commended the preacher, praftifed 

many 
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many things which we heard, had ftrong convic- 
tions, hated fuperftition, were pleaders for God's 
pure worfhip, and even took delight in approach- 
ing unto Him! Wilt thou not, on all thefe ac- 
counts, grant us favour ? Muft we indeed be ba- 
niflied from thee ? O moft dreadful difappointment ! 

Alas, alas! what a difcovering, difaniraating, 
confounding day will that be to many, who, upon 
felf-flattering grounds were as confident of being in 
God's favour as if they had feen their names in his 
book ! They would by no means be beaten off from 
this vain confidence ; but they will now fee them- 
felves to have been wofully deluded by Satan, and 
their own deceitful hearts, when it is too late to 
cry for mercy. 

The confideration of this deeply affefts the minds 
of upright minifters. Their hearts ache, and their 
fouls mourn in fecret, on ■ account of the pride and 
ftupidity of felf-deceivers. If we tell them there 
is danger ; if we bid-them fearch and deal plainly 
with their hearts, they look upon us as enemies, by 
raifing in them unneceffary terrors, and giving falfe 
alarms. Some even deride our earneft endeavours, 
and bid us look to ourfelves ; for they know they 
are fafe, and as high in God's favour as the beft of 
us, though their whole temper and their walk give 
juft ground of fufpicion, that their hearts are not 
right in the fight of God. We are under the fad 
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neceffity of leaving thofe, with painful fears that 
we (hall never fee them numbered with the faints at 
God*s right hand, in the day when he maketh up 
his jewels. 

Since the danger of being deceived is fo great, 
and the confequences fo awful, of what importance, 
jxiy dear reader, i« a real fenfe of intcreft in the di- 
vine fiivour ! Ought it not to be fought with the 
grcateft and njoft earneft folicitude ? While men 
live in profperity and affluence, and enjoy abua- 
Jance of worldly comforts^ they may live in a kind 
of iecurity ; drowning the noife of confcience, and 
Inlliog themfelves afleep in the cradle of eafe j yet a 
day i^ coming which {hall bprn as an oven, when 
all the proud and the profaae fhall be as ftubble, 
and the day fhall confun^e them^ and leave them 
neither rooi nor branch. Their worldly wealth fhall 
periib. and their delufive hopes give up the ghoft, 
when the heavens fliaU be diflblved, and the earth 
tremble under their feet^ O what will God's fa- 
vour, and the fmiles of the Redeemer's love be 
worth in jthat day, when he fhall call the dead out 
of tlieir graves, and command them to ftand forth, 
that they m^y hear their final fentence of abfolution, 
or of condemnation, according as their Hate fliall 
be ! Then, O tlien to have the favour of the Lord, 
the great Judge of heaven and earth, will be worth 
-more than it is poflible for language to exprefs ! 

The 
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The Almighty will prefently fummon us hence 
by his meffenger death, the king of terrors, and fay 
to us, •' This night fhall thy foul be required of 
thee ; thou muft go hence, and give an account of 
thy ftewardfhip ! O then what will a well-grounded 
hope of intereft in God's favour be worth to us ! 
Such a confidence is indeed of great importance to 
us while we live, whatever be our circumftances 
in outward refpe£h. In profperity, what can give 
reft to the capacious mind, which is ever looking 
beyond fublunary things for fatisfaftion ? His fa- 
vour alone can do it, the letters of whofe name, in 
the Hebrew language, are called quiefcent, even the 
■great Jehovah. In adverfity, there is ftill greater 
need of the divine favour. When he giveth quiet- 
nefs, who then can make trouble ? But when he 
hideth his face, who then can behold him ? In the 
day of calamity, God's favour is moft feafonable, 
when it freq^uently happens that the favour of men 
IS withdrawn, and all things look dark about us. 
What a fovereign fupport in trouble is the light of 
God's countenance ! It is indeed light in darknefs;' 
it is life even in a dying hour. 

Hence it is, that the children of God have ear- 
neftly defired and fought fome tokens of his love, 
while they have been in this vale of tears. Let 
others think lightly as they pleafe, of this their im- 
portunity, the divine word gives encouragement to 
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it. " Call upon me, and I will anfwer thee, and 
fliew thee great and mighty things, which thou 
knoweft not" Our gracious Redeemer fays, " He 
that loveth me fliall be loved of my Father, and I 
will love him, and will manifeft myfelf to him." 
This is a fufficient warrant for our prayers and ex- 
peftations in God's way. We have the divine pre- 
cept to direS and regulate our defires, and the pro- 
mife of grace to encourage our hope of fuccefs. 
God has promifed great things to thofe who feek 
him, and his proraifes have been made good in in- 
ftances without number. 

What that token for good was, for which holy 
David prayed, Pf. Ixxxvi. 17. 1 will notpofitively 
determine ; but without doubt it was fome evidence 
of God*s favour to him, in his ordinances, or by 
his providence, for the confirmation of his faith, the 
quickening of his foul, an4, the comforting of his 
heart. 

It muft be owned, if this man after God's own 
heart, had fome fpecial ground to expeft extraor- 
dinary manifeftations of divine power in his favour, 
in a miraculous way, it becomes not us to follow 
his example in this infiance. We have no fuch 
ground to go upon as he might have. Let us ad- 
here to the law and to the teftimony, and look for 
fuch tokens of the divine favour as God has pro- 
mifed to afibrd. 

The 
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The ordinances of God arc tokens of his favour. 
He gave the fabbath to IJrael as a fign of his being 
their fovereign, as a nation. The ark was a token 
of his prefence, as the word and ordinances are a- 
mong us. God forbid that we fhould be deprived 
of thefe indications of his mercy. A famine of 
the word would be a fore calamity indeed. The 
people of Antioch were fo fenfible of the privilege 
of fitting under the lively and fervid miniftrations 
of the gofpel, that they once faid, in. the Mrarmth of 
their zeal, *' We had better be deprived of the light 
of the fun, than of the preaching of Chryfojlom, 

It is a token of God's favour when the* word and 
ordinances are rendered efficacious. When this 
and that man are born in Zion, it is a fign of his 
mercy to her, and that the Moft High will eftablifh 
her. O that the Spirit of the Lord may be poured 
forth on his niinifters and churches in this our day ! 
Where is the Lord God of Elijah ? It is a rich and 
great mercy to fee a day of his power, when finners 
are made willing in the beauties of holinefs. 

It is a token of God's favour when the Spirit of 
fupplicatiou is plentifully beftowed, and his peo- 
ple ftirred up to earneftnefs in feeking him. When 
he prepares the heart to pray, it is an indication that 
he will caufe his ear to hear. A lukewarm and 
flothful difpofition is a fad token of God*s anger 
and abfence. *' There is none that calleth upon thy 
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name, that ftlrreth up himfelf to take hold on thee : 
for thou haft hid thy face from us, and haft confumed 
us becaufeof our iniquities." 

It is a token of God's regard when he beftows a 
penitent heart, and a deep concern for reformation. 
This is apparent in the cafe of the Ninevites. O 
that God may pour upon us his Holy Spirit, in his 
humbling, quickening, and fanftifying influences. 
This will be a token indeed of our intereft in his 
favour. 

Thp heavenly Comforter bearing witnefs with 
our fpirits that we are the children of God, is a 
bleffing of unfpeakable value, and greatly to be de- 
fired. ** I entreated thy favour,** fays the Pfalmift, 
** with my whole heart,** the comfortable fenfe and 
enjoyment of it, the fweet afl'urance of intereft 
in it. This is life indeed. Lord, lift thou up the 
light of thy countenance upon us ! ftied abroad in 
our hearts the love of Chrift, by the Holy Ghoft 
given unto us, that we may no longer anxioully 
doubt of our fafety, but, according to the command 
of our divine Redeemer, rejoice that our names are 
written in heaven. Let the Holy Spirit of promife 
feal us, by way of fecurity, to the day of redemp- 
tion, that we may know, with heart-felt fatisfatlion^ 
that when the earthly houfe of this tabernacle is dif» 
folved, we have a building of God, an houfe not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens ! 

B The 
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The Holy Spirit is the earneftof our inheritance. 
An cariieft is a part of the payment, of the fame 
nature with that which we hope hereafter to receive. 
1 1 In graces and comforts are the grapes of Canaan^ 
inorfeU of the upper table, preludes and foretaftes 
nf tteinal enjoyments. How much are ifiefe to be 
ilifiirdi 

Sii[)pofe we were in the ftate of condemned male- 
f^/itom; the king, our oflFendcd fovereign holds out 
nnio lu a fcalcd pardon, and declares, at the fame 
time*, I hut fuch as have not the great feal to (hew, 
irnill lulfrr for their crimes ; but fuch as have it. 
Mill II ht* ucijuittfd, and received to his royal fa- 
vniii, Whiit folicitudc ftiould we feel in fuch a 
rdli' UJilhis, that we might have a fealed evidence of 
ihf king'n paidon ! What diligence fhould we ufe, 
what \u\\\% fhnuld we take! And can we be indif- 
Ittirnt in A inaitcr of infinitely greater moment, 
wh<*n, nut the life of the body only^ but the eternal 
laJVMlion of the Ibul is depending ? When ourof- 
frmdnl Judgt^ faith, ** Only acknowledge your 
(j||(«n(:('ii,an(l fcek ye my face,'* fliali not our hearts 
re ho to the gracious oveiiiu-e, •** Thy face. Lord, 
willwefcek?'* 

Header, this is the dcfign of the fmall treatife 
which is now put into your hands; and O that it 
may pleafe God to fucceed our endeavours, and 
accompany our preaching and our printing with his 
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Bleffing ! A match is propofed between Jefus 
Chrift, the heavenly bridegroom, and your poor 
fouls. He hath drawn up the articles, and pro^ 
pounded them to you by us^ His facred wordx 
fpeak his willingnefs ; nothing is wanting but your 
confent; and the match is made. We bring yoa 
letters of love and kindnefs from the divine Saviour, 
who is ready to betroth you to himfelf for ever. 
We endeavour to (hew you the large dowry he pro- 
pofes to give, and the glorious manfion prepared 
for you, in which you fhall dwell with him for ever. 
We tell you of the pains he has endured, and the 
coft he has been at, to make you his own. Whctlier 
all this will prevail upon you, whether it will win 
your hearts to him or not, the event muft declare. 
But if tliis were the laft fentence I muft write, or 
you read, I do hereby fummon you to anfwer to this 
addrefs before that awful tribunal, where you and I 
muft fliortly appear, if you rejeft the gofpel of 
falvatlon, and perfevere in your rebellion again ft 
God, undoubtedly the minifters who have tenderly 
and faithfully warned you, will be witneffes againft 
you. But O ! how earneftly do I wifh that it may 
be otherwife ! It is our work to preach and write, 
your*s to hear and read ; but the Father of mercies 
alone can give fucccfs. We therefore follow thefe 
poor endeavours with our hearty prayers to him, that 
he may be gracioufly pleafed to beftow upon you, 
converting or confirming grace ; that you may expe- 
B % 'nawc^ 
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rience the manifcftations of his favour ; or> being in 
a ftate of grace, that you may walk in the light of 
his countenance, and abound unto every good work, 
that we may give up our account of you with 
joy and not with grief; fo that thofe who fow and 
thofe who reap may, at length, rejoice together. 
This is the fmcere defire and prayer of 

The Friend of your fouls , 

OLIVER HEYWOOD, 



Nov^ 9, 1678* 




LIFE IN GOD'S FAVOUR. 

CHAP, I. 

SOME INTRODUCTORY REMARKS. 

Pfalm XXX. 5. In his Favour is Life. 

'THHE divine poem in which we meet with tlicfe 
-*" words, bears the title of A pfalm and f on g at 
the dedication of David's houfe. What is intended 
by this dedication, or with what ceremonies it was 
performed, we are not told. Mofes faid to the ar- 
mies oi Ifrael, when going out to battle, '* What 
man is there that hath built a new houfe, and hath 
not dedicated it ? Let him go and return to his houfe, 
left he die in battle, and another man dedicate it." 
Hiram, king of Tyre, fent mefTengers to David^ 
and cedar-trees, and carpenters, and* mafons,. and 
they built David an houfe. Whether this pfalm 
B3 >^^ 
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was compofe'd when he firft became an inhabitant of 
this houfc, or when he returned to it after Abfalam 
had defiled it, I will not determine. This holy 
man was concerned to have hi» habitation to be an 
houfc for God, and devoted to him ; where his 
name fhould be called upon, and his praifes fung, 
whofe favour is to be valued infinitely above all 
eaithly enjoyments, and is that which fanftifies and 
ennobles them all. 

The pfalm which was compofed and fung on thi& 
orcafion, may be called^ a divine mifcellany, def- 
crlptlvc of the various experiences of a child of God. 
I (hail juft hint at a few particulars. 

Tiic Pfalmift here exalts God in his praifes, who 
had exalted him in the manifeftations of his mercy. 
** I will extol thee, O Lord, forthou haft lifted me 
up." When the Father of mercies has brought us 
up out of the depths of diftrefs and indigence, we 
ought to give him the glory; and the higher our ad- 
vancement is, the more exalted fliould be our praifes. 
This is a delightful, as it is a reafonable fervice. 

Daxnd had cried to God, and experienced his 
prcfcnt help and healing, in bodily affliftion, do- 
mcftic trouble, and diftrefs of mind. ** I have cried 
unto thee, and thou haft healed me." Relief was 
near. It was but afking with fervour and fincerity^ 
and the great Phyfician was ready, with his healing 
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hand, to remove his domeftic diftrafiions, to re- 
flore his decayed health, and to pour the oil and wine 
of heavenly confolation into the wounds of his mind. 
He was raifed up from the borders of the grave, and 
preferved from going down to the pit. He had 
been brought into the greateft dangers, as to his 
property, his kingdom, and his life; his foul» 
through oppreflive terrors, horrid temptatiens, and 
deep defpondency, had been near the pit of hell, 
to his own apprehenfion ; but God, in anfwer to 
his cries, had mercifully delivered and reftored him. 
•' O Lord, thou haft brought up my foul from the 
grave ; thou haft kept me alive, that I fliould not 
go down to the pit.*' 

Hence the Pfalmift, as might be fuppofed, was ' 
deeply affefted with the manifeftations of divine 
goodnefs in his favour. His heart was warm and 
full of gratitude. He invites others to aflift him in 
praifmg his merciful Deliverer. " Sing unto the 
Lord, O ye faints of his.*' We fee here, that prayers, 
fervent and eameft prayers, fhall in due time be 
turned intopraifes. The more we abound in prayer, 
the more Oiall we be fumifhed with matter of praife. 
And in this delightful employment, it is defirable 
to have the company of our fellow-faints, that we 
may join in holy concert, fomewhat like the happy 
lociety above. In heaven^ the bleffed choir of faints 
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and angels fweetly unite in unceafing fongs of gra- 
titudc and praife. Thofe whom D^wW invites to 
affift him in this joyful work, are the faints; who 
fo proper as holy fouls to give thanks at the remenv- 
brance of God*s holinefs ? 

The Pfalmift intimates, that he had taftedbothof 
God*s difpleafure and of his love, in a fhort fpace of 
time. •* His anger endureth but a moment ; in his 
favour is life ; weeping may endure for a night; 
but joy cometh in the morning.*' The peculiar 
manifeftations of divine mercy are fometimes pre- 
ceded by feafons of diftrefs and difcouragement ; a 
ftorm is before a calm ; the diunder ing terrors of 
the law before the joyful found of the gofpel ; tlie 
firong wind, earthquake and fire, before the fmall 
flill voice ; that we may, by a night of darknefs, be 
prepared for a morning of light, and know how to 
prize it. 

David owns the ftrong difpofition he had felt to- 
fccurity and carnal confidence in a profperous ftate; 
•* In my profperity, I faid, I fliall never be movedL 
Thus I flattered myfelf, when my path was fmooth, 
and I had the full enjoyment of health and tranquil- 
lity.*' O deceitful heart ! A healthy man thinks 
not of ficknefs. *' God built me a houfe ; I built 
myfelf a caftle; but it was a caftle in the air, the 
bafelefs fabric of a vifion, which had a fudden fall.** 

Ade^ 
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A^ecekful imagination allures a man into a foors 
paradife. When things go well, fecurity kills us. 
When God fliines on the mount of transfigiu^ation, 
we dream of building tabernacles there; but a 
change foon takes place. ** Thou didft hide thy 
face, and I am troubled ; the withdrawing of the 
light of thy countenance deprived me of my com- 
forts." The turning away of God's face over- 
fpreads the gracious foul with a heavy gloom, and 
beclouds its hopes and comforts. We ought to be 
perpetually dependent on him. Our mountain is 
fupported by his hand, and when he withdraws it» 
we fink into a valley of defpondency and deje£lion» 
if not to the very borders of defpair. 

In this cafe the Pfalmift's voice was changed^ ' 
from joyful praife to importunate fupplication. ** I 
cried unto thee, O Lord.*' How often do God's 
children, in this imperfeft (late, change their notes ! 
Singing and fighing are frequently in near connec» 
tion» The fkilful painter can, with a few ftrokes 
of his pencil, turn a fmiling into a forrowful coun- 
tenance. We find David here, at one time fo full 
of joy, that he calls upon his fellow-faints to help 
him to praife his gracious BenefaQor ; and very 
fbon the fcene is fo changed, that he can do nothing 
but mourn and cry for deliverance. " Hear, O 
Lord, and have mercy upon me ; Lord, be thou my 
riclper." K'^Ti. 
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Again we find the cloud difpelled. The Pfaliiiiflf 
experienced a happy deliverance. His darknefs is 
turned into light, his forrow into joy, his hell intO' 
heaven^. ** Thou haft turned for me my mourning 
into dancing; thou haft put off my fackcloth, and 
girded me with gladnefs." What wonderful effefts 
do the rcftored joys of God's falvation produce, in 
minds fervently fet on heavenly things ! He that 
was proftrate on the earth, repenting and mourning 
in the duft, in fackcloth and afhes, is now fo tranf- 
ported with divine delights, that he feems almoft 
at a lofs in what way to exprefs his gratitude. He 
is like one fet at liberty from the reftraints, the fet- 
ters and the darknefs of imprifonment. He puts off 
his fackcloth, and is clothed with the garments of 
joy and praife. 

The refult of all is exprefTed in the laft verfe : 
" To the end that my glory may fing praife to thee, 
and not be filent; O Lord my God, I will give 
thanks to thee for ever." By his glory, the Pfalmift 
means the beft thing he had. His tongue was the 
glory of his frame, and that fhould be employed in 
fpeaking forth the honours of his Saviour; If by- 
hisglory^ as fome think, he means his foul, here- 
folved that that, with all its powers, flionld be en- 
gaged in the delightful work of praife. ♦* I will 
praife thee, O God,, with my whole heart, I will 

not 
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not be filent, I will not ceafe." The more we praife 
his gracious name, the more occafions of praife he 
will minifter to us. ' Let us therefore fay, with this 
holy man in another place, " I will hope continually, 
and will yet praife thee more and more.** 

Through the whole of this pfalm we fee, to what 
changes the fervants of God sffe fubjeft in this life. 
Like mariners, they have fometimes a ftormy, and 
fometimes a fmooth fea ; or like travellers 'by land, 
they have to pafs over mountains of difficulty and 
danger, as well as through vallies of delights. And 
what a variety of affeftions are ftirred up in their 
minds, upon feveral occafions ! Joy and forrow, 
fear and fortitude, eager defire and plcafurable fa- 
tisfa£lion, take their turns, and aft their feverd 
parts, in the breafts of thofe who are travelling to- 
wards the celeftial country. 

In the verfe in which our text lies, we perceive 
both night and day ; thunder and lightning, and the 
bright fliining of the fun after rain ; the lightfome 
and the dark fide of the pillar of the cloud ; the law 
and the gofpel ; wrath and love ; thefe are com- 
pared, and fet in oppofition to each other. For his 
MHger endureth but a moment; in his favour is life; 
weeping may endure for a nighty but joy cometh in 
rthc morning. 

The 
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The words. In his favour is life^ feem to come 
in as a fatisfying anfwer to a tacit objeftion formed 
by thofe who are invited to fing the praifes of God, 
ver. 4. As if it had been faid, Alas ! How can we 
join in the pleafing work of thankfgiving. We lie 
under the tokens of God's difpleafure, and feem to 
feel the marks of his anger within us. How can 
we fmgthe Lord's fong, when our harps are hung 
on the willows ? 

The Pfalmift anfwers this by a conceflion; ** Be 
it fo ; it is proper there fhould be an interchangeable 
fucceflion of joy and forrow, as of day and night. 
Sorrow, like an unwelcome gueft, may lodge with 
us during the night, but a bleffed morning of de- 
liverance fucceeds. The feafon of difconfolation 
isbutfhort; it will not laft for ever; fo far from 
this, God's anger is but for a moment, and in his 
favour is life." The difpleafure and the favour of 
the Moft High are here compared, in their nature 
and their duration. 

The difpleafure of God occafions a night of for- 
row and diftrefs. Night in fcripture often denotes 
a feafon of gloom and difconfolation. The gracious 
foul is under great difcouragement when the Sun of 
righteoufnefs is withdrawn. If the wrath of a king 
be as the meffengers of death, how affliftive muft a 
fenfe of God's difpleafure be, to the man who looks 

for 
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for all his felicity from him ! But in his favour is 
life ; it is that which gives being to all the hope, 
the peace and comfort of a faint. He lives by the 
fliining of his heavenly Father's countenance. 

The divine difpleafure is but for a moment ; the 
gloominefs occafioned by it is but for a night. At 
longeft, the feafon of affliftion and forrow can but 
continue during the period of a good man's pilgrim- 
age through this vale of tears ; but the favour of 
God is life everlafting ; it runs parallel with the 
exiftence of the foul, and with the line of eternity. 
The former part of this verfe, becaufe (hoit and 
concife, feems rather intricate; but in the latter,, 
the Pfalmift more fully unfolds his meaning. An- 
ger, by an ufual figure, is put for chaftifemem, 
which, among earthly parents, is frequently the 
eScEi of anger. The Supreme Being is not angry as 
men are; yet he vifits the tranfgreffions of his chil- 
dren with a rod, and their iniquities with flripes, 
<hougli he will not take away his loving-kindnefs 
from them, nor fuffer his faithfulnefs to fail. 

The words in the Hebrew text lie thus, A moment 
in his anger : in his favour life. Life is oppofed 
to a moment, as favour is to anger. Difpleafure 
is momentary, love is everlafting. The general 
fenfe of the paffage appears to be tjiis, — ^Though for 
our oflFences the Lord may hide his face, withdraw 
G Vvv^ 
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\\\k t:otn forts, and vlfit us with affli&lon ; yet he will 
l|H'C(lily manifell liis pardoning mercy, remove the 
cliulUreinent which indicated his difpieafure, and 
rt'lloit! lo iit» the joys of his falvation. This rene\%-ed 
inaitift*llalion of favour will produce fo great a 
^iMiigtJ in our flate of mind, that it may be termed, 
% 1 ailing us back from death to life. 

As my dcfire is to inflruft and edify the reader, 
iMd not lo perplex him, I (hall not introduce the 
Ifihouii'd rriticifnis of fomc learned writers upon 
ihp words under confideration, nor attempt any 
till llutr explication of them, but immediately pro- 
jiiniMil \U\k (lo£Uinal propofition arifing from the 
^♦^J^t, 

'Jhal Jfi Cod* ifaxwur there is life; or that his fa- 
Voiii it) a good man's life. 

'I'liiii itt the branch of divine truth held forth to 
Mur notice, by the royal Pfalmifl here. Under the 
i4l(pirrttion of the Holy Spirit, he advanced this, as 
ttfrtilhfwl fwying, and worthy of acceptation. Mq/es 
fi.rnn* to alfert the fame thing, when he fays of 
JltUUVAll, ** He is thy life, and the length of thy 
dttyn,** That is, he is effeftively fo; he is the 
Cftufe of thy life ; whatever juftly deferves the de- 
nomination of life, confifls in the enjoyment of 
him, and confcquently, in being conformed to his 
holy will. 

In 
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In the profecution of my defign, I fhall attempt 
to give a folution of the following inquiries ; 

I. What are we to underftand by the favour of 
God, and what that life is which is faid to be in it T 

II. In what refpefts is his favour to be confidered 
as life ? 

III. To whom is it fo, and in what feafons and 
circumftances ? 

IV. Why do thefe perfbns put fuch a value on 
the divine favour, as to account it life ? 

When I have given a fhort anfwer to thefe feve- 
ral important queftions, I fhall attempt a fuitable 
application of the whole. 



CHAP. II. 

IFAat God's Favour is, and the Life which is enjoyed 
in it. 

TTTEare in the firft place to inquire, what we 
are to underftand by the favour of God, and 
whatthat life is which is faid to be in it. For the fake 
of brevity, we unite thefe two neceffary branches 
of inveftigation, in the prefent chapter, humbly 
requefling the reader to to favour us with his can- 
did, pious and impartial attention. The nature of 
tlie fubjeft undoubtedly calls for it. 

C 2 TW 
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The word ior favour, in the facred original, fig^ 
nifics gQod will, or good plea fare. In the blefling 
whercwitli Mofes the man of God bleffed the chil- 
dren of Ifratl before his death, we meet with this 
elevated apoftrophe, ** O Naphtali, fatisfied with 
favour, full with the blelTmg of the Lord!" The 
latter claufe explains and illuftrates the former. 
When men are full of the blefling of the Lord, they 
enjoy his favour ; and it is that which gives them 
fatisfaSion. The word alfo fignifies acceptance. 
The prophet IJaiah ufes the fame expreflion as that 
in our text ; when fpeaking of the fpiritual facrifices 
which God's people fliall prefent unto him, through 
the Mediator, he fays, in the name of the great Je- 
liovah, •* They ftiall come up with acceptance, with 
favour, upon mine altar.*' Sometimes the term, 
in our Englijh verfion, is rendered defire. As when 
the Pfalmift fays, " He ftiall fulfil the defire, the 
good will, of them that fear him/' But as the ex- 
prefljon is ufed concerning the Author and Foun- 
tain of all good, it implies, in its loweft fenfe^ kind- 
nefs or regard : and it may be confidered in feveral 
points of light. 

1. The favour of God may intend his common 
Providence towards all, both good and bad. Fa- 
vour is fliown to fome who are little influenced by 
it. " Let favour be fliewed to the wicked," in the 

boun« 
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bounties of an indulgent providence, ** yet will he 
not learn righteoufnefs.*' In this fenfe, the divine 
favour is our natural life, both as to its original, and 
its continued prefervation. All men, whether they 
be good or bad, are dependent on God*s fupporting 
hand; for he holdeth our foul In life. When a 
human artificer has conftrufled a machine, and put 
it in motion, he leaves it to itfelf. But our Al- 
mighty Maker has not formed us to fubfift inde- 
pendent of his care. To his favour we are indebted, 
both for our being, and our well-being. It was 
the devoiit acknowledgment of Job^ " Thou haft 
** granted me life and favour, and thy vifitation pre- 
ferveth my fpirit.'' Life itfelf is a grant of his good- 
nefs, an inftance of his favour, as well as that 
conftant beneficence, whereby we are fnrnifhed 
with every needful and comfortable accommodation. 
The very heathens were fenfible of this. When 
Pjtt/had afferted, in his addrefs to the Athenians, 
that God is near to every one of us, becaufe in him 
we live and move and have our being, he quoted 
their own poet Aratus^ in confirmation of what he 
had faid, 

For we his offspring arti 

The ftouteft champion on earth, the proudeft mo- 
narch in the world, is dependent on God's favour, 
and lies at his mercy every nloment. Daniel faid 
C3 to 
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to the impious, the ftout-hearted Bdjkazzar^ " The 
God in whofe hand thy breath is, and whofe are all 
thy ways, haft thou not glorified.** O that men 
did but confider, and keep it conftantly in their re- 
membrance, that tliey owe all that they are, and all 
that they have and poffefs, to the favour of tlieir 
Maker, their divine BenefaQor and Sovereign ! A 
late poet has well faid. 

Our breath is forfeited by fin. 

To God*s revenging law ; 
We own thy grace, immortal King, 

In every gafp we draw. * 

«• By God's favour may fometimes be intended,, 
the fignal afts of difcriminating providence. Thus 
the Lord fhewed kindnefs to his ancient people 
Ifraely in driving the feven heathen nations out of 
Canaan^ the meafure of whofe iniquities was full, 
and in planting the feed of Jacob in their room. 
Why did he do this ? It was not done becaufe of 
their deferts ; it was not efFefted by the power of 
their own fwords, or their other weapons of war, 
but, fays the Pfalmift, in devout acknowledgment 

to 

* The reader, it is hoped, will pardon the Editor's 
intrufive hints, as they arc defigned merely to il- 
luftrate the fenfc of the Author, and, infoine fort, to 
enliven and modernife the performance. Sec the 
advcrtifemcnt at the beginning. 
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> the Author of the benefit, " By thy right hand, 
nd thy holy ann, becaufe thou hadft a favour unto 
lem/* God*s favour was their armour ; it pro* 
uced weapons of fuccefs, both offenfive and de* 
enfive. For thou Lord wilt blefs the righteous, 
rith favour wih thou compaTs him, as with a fhield* 
"*o this we are indebted for all that protedion, that 
ifcty, and that comfort, which conftitute what may 
e emphatically called life. ** Thus," faid David 
5 his men, ** fliall ye fay to him that liveth,*' that 
^, to him that is in the full pofleffion of eafe, plenty, 
nd profperity. 

It is in this fenfe we are to underftand the term 
7 liv€y as ufed by the apoftle Paul; *' Now we live, 
Fye ftand fall in the Lord.'* Does be mean, that 
fiey would die if it were otherwife? No; if ye 
land fall in the Lord, we fhall be very happy and 
omfortable. Rebekah complained of being weary 
f her life becaufe of the daughters of Heth^ ** and,** 
dded Ihe, •* if ^^c^^ take a wife of the daughters 
f Hetky what good Iball my life do me?** A life of 
orrow is a dying life, fcarcely worthy of the name 
f life, in the eftimation of him who is bitter in 
oul. But God*s favour produceth relief, delivc- 
ance, comfortable provifion and accommodations, 
irhich may be termed a kind of refurreftion, or re- 
aming from death to life; fo very great is the 

chaii^e« 
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cliange. We have an inftance of this in Hezekiah, 
when God reftored him from a mortal difeafe, and 
in love to his foul, redeemed it from the pit of cor- 
ruption. "Thou wilt," fays the Pfalmift, " fave 
the afflifted people ; thou wilt light my candle ; the 
Lord my God will enlighten my darknefs.'* A thou- 
fand dangers are prevented, prefTmg calamities are 
removed, and we are loaded with multitudes of be- 
nefits, whereby our lives are again rendered com- 
fortable unto us. The ground of all this is the 
divine favour. It is owing to this that our life is 
not a continued fcene of blttemefs and woe, as our 
fms have deferved, but at times, through merciful 
deliverances, and favourable turns of providence, 
we tafte the fweets of tranquillity, reft and joy, to 
that degree, that our hell is turned into a kind of pa- 
radife. O that men would praife the Lord for his 
goodnefs, and for his wonderful works to the chil- 
dren of men ! We hear him faying of the man who 
is governed by his fear ; ** Becaufe he hath fet his 
love upon me, therefore will I deliver him : I will 
fet him on high bdcaufe he hath known my name. 
He fhall call upon me,' and I will anfwer him : I 
will be with him in trouble ; I will deliver him and 
honour him. With long life will I fatisfy him, 
and fhew him my falvation.'* The Lord's people 
acknowledge thcmfelves to be indebted to his fa- 
vour 
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vour for the happy change of their circumftances* 
** Lord, thou haft been favourable to thy land : thou 
haft brought back the captivity of Jacob. Thou 
haft taken away all thy wrath : thou haft turned thy- 
feJf from the ficrcenefs of thine anger." All this 
may ferve to confirm and illuftrate the dofiirine 
under confideration, In his favour is life. 

3. By God's favour may be meant, his fpecial 
and diftinguifhing grace and kindnefs, vouchfafed 
to his own children. It is in this fenfe we are to un« 
derftand that ardent and pathetic requeft of the 
Pfalmift, " Remember me, O Lord, with the fa« 
vour which thou beareft unto thy people ; O vifit 
me with thy falvation !'* From this peculiar favour 
our fpiritual life flows, as well as all the ftreams 
which nourifli and feed that life. It is the fountain 
of regenerating and converting grace, whereby we 
are made to live unto God. It implants the feed of 
divine life in the heart ; and they who thus live, 
live not unto themfelves, but to him that died for 
them, and rofe again. It is the favour of God which 
makes us his people. " It hath pleafed the Lord," 
faith Samuel^ " to make you his people.*' It is 
owing to this favour that the Lord takes compla- 
cency and delight in his faints. " The Lord thy 
God in the midft of thee is mighty ; he will fave. 
Be will rejoice over diee with joy ; he will reft in 
bis love, he will joy over thee with fingiu^^" 
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From this fource are derived all the glorious gifts 
of gofpel grace ; the gift of God's eternal Son, the 
revelation of him in the promifes and proclamations 
of the divine word, the remiflion of our fins, the 
juflification of our perfons, the fanftifi cation of our 
hearts, our communion with God, and our everlaft* 
ing falvation. All the divine blefTings and privi- 
leges which the people of God enjoy in this world,, 
and all the felicity and glory which they fliall pof- 
fefs in the world to come, proceed from the favour 
of God. His favour therefore is life, both fpiritual 
and eternal. The faith by which we live to him 
here, is his gift, and a fruit of his favour. This is 
life eternal begun in the foul ; it is that which is 
worthy to be called/t/ir, without which we are dead, 
in a moral fenfe, and muft die eternally. The di- 
vine Redeemer faid to the woman at Jacob's well, 
** Whofoever drinketh of the water that I fhall give 
him fliall never thirft ; but the water that I fliall give 
him fliall be in him a well of water, fpringing up 
into everlafting life. It is no wonder therefore 
that the gracious foul fays with the Pfalmift, in his 
requefts to God, ** Look thou upon me, and be 
merciful unto me, as thou ufeft to do unto thofe 
that love thy name." The love of God to his people 
is their life> both fpiritual and eternal. 

4. The 
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4. The favour of God fometimes is to be under* 
tood of the fweet, comfortable, and fatisfying ma- 
ifeftation of it to the foul. When the Pfalmift 
iys,** 1 entreated thy favour with my whole heart;" 
kre are to underftand it in this fenfe. He not only 
rays for the bleflings of his grace, but for the ma- 
lifellation of his love, the light of his countenance, 
he fliining of his face, the comfortable afTurance 
►f his Jpecial favour. Thus he exprefTes himfelf 
a another place, ** Make thy face to fhine upon 
hy fervant." This is fometimes called the beauty 
)f the Lord, his fplendour, the light of his coun- 
tenance ; ** Let the beauty of the Lord our God be 
upon us.*' . For the enjoyment of this, the Pfalmift 
defired that he might dwell in God's houfe, to ** be- 
hold the beauty of the Lord, and to inquire in his 
temple." The fervants of the Moft High in gene- 
Qeral, earneftly feek the manifeftation of his fa- 
vour, and look upon it as their light, their help, and 
health ; nay, they value it as life itfelf. We find 
diem frequently breathing out their fouls in fuch 
language as this, ** Turn us again, O Lord God of 
hofts, caufe thy face to (hine, and we fhall be faved. 
O God, be merciful unto us, and blefs us, and 
caufe thy face to fhine upon us." 

When a prince, a fovereign, a man of power 
and authority, is well pleafed with his friends and 
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dependents, he looks upon them with complacency, 
and converfes with them with a placid and fmiling 
countenance. This gladdens their hearts, and in- 
fpires them with chearfulnefs and pleafure. •The 
light of the king's countenance is life, and his fa- 
vour is as a cloud of the latter rain. Solomon ob- 
fefved this in his courtiers; and it ferves to illuftrate 
the affertion of his father David here, In his favour 
is life. When God manifeils his love to his chil- 
dren, it turns their mourning into joy, it exhila- 
rates and revives their drooping fpirits, and gives 
them new life and vigour. While the men of the 
world are faying, •* Who will fliew us any good?'* 
their language is, '* Lord, lift thou up the light of 
thy countenance upon us ; thou haft put gladnefs 
into our hearts, more than in the time that their com 
and wine increafed." Their joy on this occafion is 
far fuperior to the gladnefs which men feel in the 
time of vintage, or that of harveft ; it is a joy bright 
and pure, as the regions whence it defcends. 

In the words, " Lift thou up the light of thy 
countenance, the Pfalmift alludes to the lifting up 
of a banner : inftead of the defence of an army with 
banners, he requefts for his comfort and fecurity 
amidft many enemies and dangers, the manifeftation 
of the divine favour. As if he had faid, •• Men have 
their friends and confederates to afiford them help in 

tune 
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time of need ; but, Lord, I defire no other comfort 
tlian thy favour ; aflure me of that and I ftiall be 
happy ; give me but a confolatory fenfe of thy love» 
leRne behold the brightnefs of thy reconciled face, 
and every threatening cloud will bedifpelled. Then 
will my foul rejoice, with joy unfpeakable and full 
of glory.** 

The joy which arrfes from a fenfe of God's fa- 
vour, is indeed fuch as cannot be defcribed. It id 
hearty and fmcere ; it is full, intimate and fatisfy- 
kig. It is fo reviving to the fainting fpirits of a 
poor finner, who was before perhaps in a ftate of 
defpondency, that it reftores him, as it were, from 
death to life. Reader, if you have known this by 
your own experience, you will better underftand 
the doftrine of our text, than others can by all that 
we can fay upon it. A fenfe of God's difpleafurc 
is killing to him who puts fuch a value on the di- 
vine favour, as to look for all his felicity from it. 
But the fweet beams of hrs love, in the returning 
Hianifeftations and aflured tokens of it, give new 
Ufe to the difconfolate foul. A child is deeply 
aflFefted by the frowns of its earthly parent, but ani- 
mated and cheered by his reconciled father's fa- 
vourable fmiles. It is even fo with a child of grace. 
The favour of God gives him a new life of divine 
joy, elevated pleafure, and heart-felt fatisfaflion. 
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Reader, this is the life of heaven ; it is (eafting 
on the grapes of Canaan; it is living mparadife; 
it is feeding on the tree of life; it is leaning on the 
bofotn of Jefus, having the kifles of his mouth. Ad 
tailing the joys t^i his falvation. 

It in lift be owned, this is not a privilege to be 
f njoycd without interruption, in the prefent ftate. 
But it is the good pleafure of the God of all confo- 
lation, at fomc feafons to indulge his children with 
ihcfc foretaftes of celeftial felicity. ^Vhen that 
eminent Scotch divine, Mn Robert hruce^ was 
afked by his friends, in his languifhing moments, 
how it was with him, he anfwered to this effeS, 
•* When 1 was ^'oung and in health, I was enabled 
to be diligent, and lived by faith in the Son of God; 
but now I am old and feeble, and it is his good plea- 
iure to feed me with fenfible comforts.*' 

The Pfalmift thus defcribes the felicity of gracious 
fouls. ** Bleffed is the people that know the joy- 
ful found ; they fhall walk, O Lord, in the light 
of thy countenance. In thy name Ihall they rejoice 
all the day: and in thy righteoufnefs (hall they be 
exalted. For thou art the glory of their ftrength ; 
and in thy favour our horn fliail be exalted.** 

The two laft particulars relating to the divine 
favour, I apprehend, are principally intended in 
our. text. The favour of 6od which beftows fpiri- 

' tual 
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tual life, and his favour as manifefted to the foul^ 
which animates it with a life of joy and comfort. 
Fron\ the context it appears, that David had the lat- 
ter chiefly in view when he faid, In his favour is 

Should it he afked, ** But whoft favour is here in- 
tended ? I anfwer, the favour of Jehovah, the foun- 
tain of life. The favour of the Father, of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghoft ; for thefe three are one. The 
benediftion prefcribed for the priefts to pronounce, 
tinder the former difpenfation, is very remarkable, 
and may be thus paraphr^fed. " The Lord, the 
Father and fountain of bleflings, the Preferver of 
his creatures, blefs thee with fpiritual blefTmgs, give 
thee grace and keep thee in his fear. The Lord Jefb» 
Chrift, the Sun of righteoufnefs, irradiate thy foul 
with beams of gofpel light and love, make his face 
to (hine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee. The 
Spirit of the Lord, the Comforter of his people, 
give thee an affured intereft in the divine favour, 
and thus lift up his countenance upon thee, and give 
thee peace! Even that peace which paffeth all un- 
der Handing, that it may keep thy heart and mind 
through Chrift Jefus.'* See Numb, vi. 24, 2^, 26. 
The New Teftament benedi6lion anfwers to that of 
the Old, and ferves to explain it. ** The grace of 
our Lord Jefus Chrift, and the love of God, and 
Da \Vv^ 



40 LIFE IN 

the communion of the Holy Ghoft be with you all." 
The works of the blelfed Three-One, are undivided. 
Hence creation is fometimes afcribed to the Son, 
fonietimcs redemption to the Father ; and fanaui- 
cation is fometimes reprefented as the work of the 
Father, and of the Son, as well as that of the Holy 
Ghoft. He whofe favour is here fpoken of, is the 
one Jehovah. 

It is ncceflary, however, to obferve, before we 
dofe this chapter, that the favour of God is mani- 
fcftcd to finners only through Jefus, the Mediator 
of the covenant. It is only in him that God is re- 
conciled to us. He is the great propitiation, by 
whom full atonement was made for our offences, 
throiigh which God is pacified, and ftiews himfelf 
friendly and favourable to every one that believeth. 
** This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleaf- 
C(I." This is not to be interpreted fimplyof theperfon 
of Chrift, but of what he did and what he fuffered in 
the capacity of a Mediator and Redeemer. Through 
him God is reconciled, and to the praife of the 
glory of his grace, he hath made us accepted in the 
Beloved; that is to fay, in Jefus, the Son of his 
love. The fl.reams of grace ilfue out to finners 
fince the fall, through the channel of redeeming 
blood. The beams of divine favour which quicken 
the dead finner, and which enlighten, enliven, Smd 
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rejoice the. hearts of faints, fhine only in the face of 
Jefus Chrift. Men are, as finful, guilty and de- 
filed, children of wrath, and defcrving of deftnic- 
tion. The kindnefs which is (hewn to them is free 
and undeferved. It is the love of God which is 
in Chrift Jefus our Lord. 

CHAP. III. 

In what RefpeSs the Favour of God is Life, 

TTAVING made a few remarks concerning 
the favour of God, and that life which is in 
it, we now proceed to confider, in what particular 
refpefts his favour may be termed our life. And 
we apprehend it may juftly be faid to be the caufe, 
the objeft, the rule, and the end of life to a good 
man. 

1 . The favour of the Moft High is the caufe of 
life. The dipoMeJaTnes tells us, ** that every good 
gift, and every perfeft gift is from above, and 
Cometh down from the Father of lights.'* Every, 
natural endowment and accomplifliment is derived 
from his favour, and much more that grace whicji 
makes us alive to him. This is the bleffed produft 
of divine and diftinguifhing love.. In our natural 
D 3 eftatc 
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cftate we are dead in trefpafles and fins, and if wc 
are brought out of that dreadful condition, into a 
ftate of fpiritual life, it is not owing to any thing in 
ourfelves, but to the favour of God. Thus the 
apoftle Paul taught the Ephefian converts, *' God 
who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith 
he loved us, even when we were dead in fins hath 
quickened us together with Chrift ; by grace are ye 
faved." The important change fo abfolutely necef- 
fary to our prefent fafety and final happinefs, is 
cfFefted by his power, in confequence of his abun- 
dant mercy. The comfort, peace and joy attendant 
on a new and fpiritual life, are the fruits of divine 
favour. Grace and peace proceed from God the 
Father, and from the Lord Jefus Chrift : grace to 
conftitute us chriftians, and peace to keep oiir fouls 
comfortable in that ftate. The Pfalmift fpeaking 
of the felicity of God*s children, makes ufe of 
thefe animating words, " They fliall be abundantly 
fatlsfied with the fatnefs of thy houfe, and thou flialt 
make them to drink of the river of tliy pleafures ; 
for with thee is the fountain of life." Pfal. xxxvi. 
8, 9. The term life, which is in the plural num- 
ber in the Hebrew text, may denote, that God is 
the fountain of whatever may be denominated life ; 
the life of nature, the life of grace, the life of com- 
fort, of tranquillity, and of refined fatisfaftion and 

de- 



god's favour. 43 

delight. He in whofe prefence is fulnefs of joy, and 
at whofe right hand are pleafures for evermore, is 
the Fountain of all. In his favour is life. 

2. The favour of God is the objeft of life, as 
well as the caufe of it. It is that to which a gra- 
cious foul looks for its felicity. The knowledge 
of God, as reconciled to us in Chrift Jefus, gives 
life to our hope, our peace and our joy. ** This 
is life eternal, to know thee, the only true God, 
and Jefus Chrift whom thou haft fent. It is the 
work of faith to view the complete atonement of 
the all-glorious Redeemer, and to believe that in 
him the Father is well p leafed. 

When faith prefents the Saviour's death. 

And whifpers, " This is thine," 
Sweetly my jifing hours advance, 

And peacefully decline. 

While fuch my views, the radiant fun 

Sheds a more fprightly ray, 
Each objeft fmiles, all nature charms, 

I fing my cares away. 

It is on this ground, that a juft man is faid to live by 
faith. All his prefent life of comfort confifts in 
that which is apprehended by faith, the friendfhip 
and favour of God to him in Chrift Jefus. He 
therefore fays with the Pfalraift, ** When thou hideft 

thy 
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thy face, I am troubled. The world in vain tries 
to entertain me. All it can offer is like a jeft to 
dying men, or like recreation to thofe in mifery. 
On thy favour alone my tranquillity depends. Were 
I to be deprived of that, I fliould figh for happinefs 
in the midft of paradife. Thy loving- kindnefs is 
better than life. I have, in feafons of darknefs, 
waited for the renewed manifeftations of it, more 
than they that watch for the morning; The returns 
of the light of thy countenance are more welcome 
than the fpringing day-light, after the horrors of a 
gloomy and melancholy night ; more welcome than 
eafe to the fick, than cold water to the thirfty foul, 
or than reft to the weary and fatigued traveller." 

When that gracious Being, with whom is the 
, fountain of life, fhews his reconciled face, the 
drooping foul revives, like the opening flowers at 
the rifing of the fun. How heavenly, how divine 
are its comforts and joys ! What indeed is the hea- 
ven we are waiting for, but the bleffed, the unin- 
terrupted vifion of God ? When the heirs of glory 
are admitted into his prefence-chamber, and behold 
the King in his beauty, they will need nothing more 
to complete their happinefs. " We now fee through 
a glafs darkly ; but then face to face. As for me, 
I will behold thy face in righteoufnefs ; I fhall be 
fatisfied, when I awake, with thy likenefs.** 

'Tis 
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'Tis heav'n on earth to tafle thy love. 

To feaft upon thy grace ; 
And that for which 1 hope above, 

Is but to fee thy face. 

3. The favour of God may be confidered, in 
fome refpefts, as the rule of life. The will of God, 
as TeveaJed in his holy law, is, properly fpeaking, 
the rule of our condu6l, and ferves as a lamp to our 
feet, and a light to our paths. But does not a good 
man regulate his life and his aftions with a con- 
fcientious regard to the divine approbation ? When 
the apoftle Paul fays, " We labour, that whether 
prefent or abfent, we may be accepted of him,** he 
does not fpeak fo direftly of perfonal acceptance to 
eternal life ; for of that he expreffes the fulleft fa- 
tisfaftion in the context, 2 Cor. v. 9. But it was 
his concern, and that of his fellow faints, that all 
their labours, fervices, and fufferings, might find 
gracious acceptance with God through Chrift ; that 
fo they might enjoy the fupporting and confolatory 
manifeftations of his favour in all. A truly good 
man would undertake nothing in which he might 
not warrantably hope for the favourable approba- 
tion of the Moft High. We may obferve this in 
the cafe of Mofes, the man of God. His words 
are thefe, when pleading with the Almighty for the 
tokens of his favour; ** Now therefore I pray thee, 

it 
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if I have found grace in thy fight, fliew me now thy 
way, that I may know thee, that I may find grace 
in thy fight.'* He dreaded the thought of taking 
one ftep forwards in the journey through the wil- 
dcrncfs, without the prefence and favourable fmiles 
of that God in whom he trufted. Thus again he 
prays in that pfalm which bears his name, " Let 
thy work appear unto thy fervants, and thy glory 
unto their children ; and let the beauty of the Lord 
our God be upon us ; and eftablifii thou the work 
of our hands upon us ; yea, the work of our hands 
eilablifh thou it.'* It gives fome men no concern, 
whether their Maker is pleafed or difpleafed with 
their proceedings; but it is not fo with thofe who 
put fuch a value on his favour as to account it 
their life. They have, in a meafure, the fame mind 
in them which was alfo in Chrift Jefus, who faid 
of his divine Father, ** I do always thofe things 
which pleafe him." This is what I mean by faying, 
tliat the favour of God is the rule of life. In con- 
neftion with this I add, 

4. The favour of God is the end of life. His 
pleafure is the due and proper end of the lives and 
a£lions of his creatures. ** For thy pleafure they 
are, and were created." They are fubordinate to 
him, as their end ; for ** of him, and through him» 
dfid to him are.all things.** All fliould tend to him„ 
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as the line* in a circle to one common centre. The 
labours of man in his calling are for tlie fupport 
and comfort of his natural life; in like manner the 
holy exercifes and duties in which a child of God 
is engaged, have for their end the enjoyment of his 
favour. He attends the folemnities of^public devo- 
tion, that he may behold the beauty of the Lord, 
while he inquires in his temple ; that he may fee his 

t . power and his glory in the fanftuary. And why fo ? 

I " Becaufe," fays he, " thy loving- kindnefs is bet- 
ter than life ; it is better than my exiftence, the life 

I which I live, for that would do me little good with- 
out it. 

When the church, as reprefented in Solomon^s 
divine paftoral, had loft the fweet fenfe of God's 
favour, through negligence and floth, flie took 
great pains in feeking the reftoration of her former 
comforts. She quitted her bed of floth, flie rofe 
and went about the city, in the ftreets and broad 
ways thereof; that is, flie renewed her diligence in 
the public ordinances of divine worfliip ; flie in- 
quired of the watchmen upon the walls of the city, 
*' Saw ye him whom my foul loveth ?" And flie 
relied not till he had reftored unto her the joys of 
his falvation. What is it that a child of grace would 
not do, what is it that he would not endure, for 
the enjoyment of a fenfe of God's favour ? It is 

more 
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more to him than all the world without it. In 
prayer, in hearing and reading the divine word, in 
meditation, in approaching to the Lord's uble, 
ftill his cry is, '' Lord, liftihouup the light of thy 
countenance upon me." 

Thus, thoAvourof God is thecaufe, the objeft, 
the rule, and the end of a good man*s life. 

in. The third general head of our difcourfe is, 
to confider to whom God's favour is life, and at 
what particular feafons it is fo» 

To the prefervation of natural life, the providen- 
tial favour of the great Governor of the univerfe, 
is ncccffary to every one, and neceffary every hour, 
every inonient. But I would particularly fpeak of 
his (pccial favour, as more immediately intended 
in our t'!xt. 

All tiic cliildren of God moft certainly know 
tJmt his favour to them is life, and they know it is 
fo at all times, particularly in religious duties, under 
trying difpcnfations, and even when they are in the 
full criijoymcnt of created comforts. But there are 
foiuc fpecial feafons when they will not only ac- 
knowledge this as a truth revealed in the fcriptures, 
but when they will lie under a ftrong conviftion 
and hnpreflionof it. 

This 
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This I believe is always the cafe, in a fmner's 
firftconverfion to God. This is the period when 
he begins to put a proper vklue on the divine fa- 
vour. In his ftate of ignorance and ilupidity, alas ! 
he forgets God, and is awfully indifferent concern- 
ing either his anger or his love. But in conver- 
fion, the poor finner, who was before at ckfe, 
thoughtlefs and fecure, is enlightened, convifted, 
and pricked to the heart. His awakened foul be- 
gins to cry with Peter* s hearers, " Men and bre- 
thren, what fhall we do?" Or with the jailor at 
Philippi, • Sirs, what fhall I do to be faved ? I 
have ruined and deflroyed myfelf, and want a 
friendly guide, to fet me in the right way. I 
know not what to do, or which way to look for 
relief. I have wandered from God, and from the 
way of peace till now, and am utterly at a lofs what 
fteps I ought to take. I am fully convinced, that 
if I proceed in my former courfe, I am utterly and 
cverlaflingly undone. Some other path I- mufl 
tread, but how to find the way 6t fafety I know 
not. Moft earneftly do' I defire to fly from the 
wrath to come, but alas ! whither fhall I fly ? Ye 
miniflers of Chrifl, ye fervants of the Moll High 
God, give me your counfel. Tell me, is there 
any hope for fuch a wretch as I am ? I have gone 
aftray like a loft iheep, upon the mountains of fin 
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and error even till now. The terrors of an angry 
God fet themfelves in array againft me ; O tell me 
how I (hall efcape them." 

To fuch a finner, the mod dlftant profpeft, the 
fmallcfl degree of hope concerning God's favour, 
and reconciliation with him, would be as life from 
the dead. If the reader has felt the terrors of an 
awakened confcience, he will not be at a lofs to 
know what we mean. He who has a jufl fenfe of 
God*s awful difpleafurc againft him, becaufe of 
fin, can find no words exprcflive enough to fet 
forth his value of the divine favour. 

Now the God of all grace hath promifed to guide 
bewildered fouls into the way of life and peace. 
•* I will inftruft thee, and teach thee in the way 
which thou ihalt go ; I will guide thee with mine 
eye. Thine ears fhall hear a word Lehind thee fay* 
ing. This is tlic way, walk yc in it. The way- 
faring men, though fools, fhall not err therein.' 
For thus faith the Lord, thy Rcileciner, the Holy 
One of Ifrael, I am the Lord thy God which 
teacheth thee to profit, which leadcth thee by the 
way which thou fhouldeft go, I will bring the 
blind by a way that they knew not, I will lead them 
in paths that they have not known ; I will make 
darknefs light before them, and crooked things 
ftraight. Thefc things will I do unto them, and 

not 
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not forfake them.*' The inquiring fmner (Bould 
remember for his encouragement, that it is the 
of&ce of the Saviour of men, to give light to them 
that fit in darknefs, and in the fhadow of death, to 
guide our feet inta the way of peace. 

The convinced finner fees the neceffiity of God's 
favour being manifefted in turning his heart from 
fin to holinefs. He fees the neceflity of repentance, 
and is confcious of his own inability to produce it 
in himfelf. "Alas!'* fays he, " I can no more 
convert myfelf, than I could have given myfelf 
cxiftence when I had none. I have no power to 
make my heart new, to make it pure' and holy. I 
feel in myfelf nothing but diforder, perverfenefs, 
and rebellion. What Oiall I do? Merciful God! 
do thou thoroughly change and renew my foul. 
Turn thou me, and I fliall be turned. Do all that 
for me, of thy abundant grace, which is neceflary 
to my everlafting falvation. I am encouraged to 
alk this, becaufe thou baft, of thy free favour, pro- 
mifed all that I want.'^ 

The poor finner, in this cafe, is led to remember, 
for bis relief, fuch declarations as the following. 
•* The Lord thy God will circumcife thine heart 
to love the Lord thy God with all thine heart, and 
with all thy foul, that thou mayeft live. I will 
give them an heart to know me, and they fliall be 
E 2 tojj 
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my people, and I will be their God ; for they ftiall 
return unto me with their whole heart. I will put 
a new fplrit within you, and will take the ftony 
heart out of your flcfh, and will give you an heart 
of fle(h." Here God of his free favour, has gra- 
cioufly promifed what the awakened foul fees to be 
fibfolutely necefliiry to its final fafety. 

Such a finner wants a fenfe of intereft in the di- 
vine Redeemer, and in all his faving benefits. He 
is fully convinced that there is no falvation for him 
but in Jefus. ** How have I deceived myfelf," 
fays he, ** in placing my confidence in my own 
righteouf nefs, which indeed is but as filthy rags I 
It is impoffible that that fiiould juftify me which ii 
fo imperfeft and impure as to dcferve the abhor* 
rence of my Maker and Sovereign. I now at laft 
fee my own nakednefs and wretchednefs. Behold, 
I am vile ; I abhor myfelf, all I am, and all I have; 
nay, I juftly defer ve the abhorrence of that holy 
and righteous Being with whom I have to do. If 
I have not a righteoufnefs better than my own, a 
ri^htcoufnefs anfwerable to the requifitions of the 
divine law, I am well affured, I cannot enter into 
the kingdom of heaven. When I review my paft 
life, and look into my depraved heart, I am con- 
founded. God is holy, his law is pure, his juftice 
is like a flaming fire againfl polluted finners, fuch 
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as I am. In myfelf I have nothing to fheher or 
proteft me, and fhould fink into defpair, were it 
not for the glad tidings of gofpel grace, in which a 
Saviour is revealed, who is become a furety for 
finners, an advocate, a propitiatory facrilice. O 
for a Cenfe of intereft in this precious, this Almighty 
Redeemer! What would I give, rather, what would 
I not give for this ! Lord, (he^v me this favour, and 
what can I afk more ! 

** I fee that finners are made partakers of the fal* 
vation of Jefus only by believing in him. But 
faith is the gift of God. How fliall I believe in 
this divine Saviour ? Alas ! my unbelieving heart 
debars me from the confolation of the gofpel. I 
fometimes think I will embrace Chrift, but I feem 
to want arms to do it. I think I will come to him, 
but I feem to want feet, and cannot move to^vards 
him. I am convinced of my unbelief, and of the 
want of that faith which is of the operation of God. 
I fee that without fuch a faith there can be no partF- 
cipation of pardon of fin, no enjoyment of peace 
with God, no hope of heaven. O that God would 
gracioufly work this faith in me, by his own al- 
mighty power! Lord, conquer and fubdue my un- 
believing heart, by tlie light and power of thy 
word, and the attraftive beams of thy favour 1" 
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In this cafe, the trembling finner may find fome 
encouragement from fuch declarations of the divine 
word as the following. ** I will put my law in 
their inward parts, and write it in their hearts, and 
I will be their pod, and they (hall be my people, 
A new heart will I give you, and a right fpirit will 
I put within you. Him that cometh to me, I will 
in no wife call out. It is written in the prophets, 
They fhall be all taught of God. Every man there- 
fore that hath heard and hath learned of the Father, 
cometh unto me. He that fpared not his own Son, 
but delivered him up for us all, how fhall he not 
with liim alfo freely give "us all things ?" 

In a word, the returning fiuner wants a difco- 
very of his being received into the favour and 
friendffiip of God, through Jefus Chrift. This 
would be worth more to him than all the world. 
He is confcious of his crimes, he is oppreffed with 
loads of guilt, and almoft overwhelmed with fear- 
ful and defponding apprehenfioiis. He trembles to 
.approach the awful Majefty of heaven, but Hand- 
ing afar off, he fniites upon his breaft, and like 
the Publican in tlie temple cries, *' God be mer- 
ciful to me a finner. Satan, and my own mifgiv- 
\ng heart would drive me from thee ; but the fenfe 
of my neceflity urges me on to feek that relief at 
thy hand which can be found np where elfe. Yet 
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how can fuch a wretch as I am, expeft any token 
of mercy from thy offended Majefty ! I have fin- 
ned againft heaven, and before thee, and am no 
more worthy to be called thy fon ; yet make me a$ 
one of thy hired fervants ; let me but be taken into 
thy family, and I fhall be happy, though I fliould 
occupy the meancft place, and ftand in the lowell 
order. Lord, what lliall I fay unto tliee ? Is there 
yet any mercy for my poor helplefs and polluted 
foul ? Shall I ever obtain favour in thine eyes ? O 
look upon mc, and be gracious unto me, for the 
fake of him who died the loft to fave. 

** I will not defpair, but endeavour to hope even 
againft hope. Thou, O God, who art infinitely 
great, art alfo infinitely good and kind. Thy 
mercy is above the heavens. Thou haft had long 
patience with me, and kept me alive from going 
down to the pit of deftruftion, I would hope, with 
the compaffionate defign of bringing me to the 
knowledge of thy great falvation. For whom did 
Jefus, thy beloved Son, flied his blood ; for whom 
did he agonize and die, but for finners ? Lord, I 
am a finner, and though my crimes far exceed the 
crimes of many others, yet I find, in the days of 
his fojouming here below, he fhewed mercy on 
great finners; they obtained forgivenefs, as pat- 
terns of future grace tp others. O Lord, look 
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down upon me with an eye of pity ; I am greatljr 
perplexed between hopes and fears, and know not 
what to do. If I look at myfelf, I fee nothing but 
grounds of difcouragement, and of dcfpair. * To 
me belongeth confufion of face ; but to thee be- 
long mercies and forgivenefTes, through the death 
of thy dear Son, This is all my hope, the only 
ground of my expeftation of pardon, of peace, ani 

of reconciliation with thee* 

" And 

* " So numerous are our ofFenccs, and fo violent 
our provocations, that, were not the bleffed God 
equally fupcrior to us in goodnefs, as he is in power; 
and in pardoning mercy, as he is in wilUom; we could 
not have the leaft ground of hope. Among men, 
when a breach of private fricndrnip has ti;ken place, 
the aggreflbr, being confcious ot the injury he has 
done, is commonly very backward to admit, that the 
aggrieved party has any benevolence for him. Thus 
it is with Tinners, when their confciences are awa- 
kened, in regard to God. Extremely backward they 
are to admit, that there is forgiven e/s with God, for 
fuch aggravated crimes as theirs. To relieve the dif- 
treffed foul, by obviating this very common andprcfs- 
ing difficulty, the Great Sovereign candefcends ta- 
-citly to admit, that were he like us, neither pardon- 
ing nor fparing mercy would ever be exercifed to- 
wards any of Adam's offspring. But,*/i<; is God and 
mot MAN. His thoughts^ relative to pardoning mercy, 
art not our thoughts ; nor his loays^ refpc£fcing that 
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'* And is there indeed any hope for a wretch fo 
miferable and forlorn as I am? The very polfibility 
of obtaining favour with thee, alleviates my for- 
rows, and half removes the heavy load which op- 
prefles my foul. Wilt thou be pacified towards 
me ! Let me not deceive myfelf ! Is not this too 
good news to be true ! Have I any warrant from 
thee, O merciful God, for the hope I am cherilh* 
ing ? Yes ! I this moment recolletl what is written 
in the fcriptures of truth ; " Let the wicked forfake 

hi* 

important affair, like our ways. Offences, compar 
rable to a debt of only Jijty pence, arc often with dif- 
ficulty forgiven by us : while he, through the blood 
of atonement, freely obliterates a debt of ten thoufand 
talents. Among mortals, it is an inftance of love ex- 
tremely rare, that any one fhould lay down his life, 
even for a good man, or a public benefaftor ; but God 
. recommends his love towards us, in that, while zoe were 
yet finners, and his enemies, he fent his own Son to 
die for us. Far fTom regulating the manifeftations of 
his compaflion according to the puny inilances of hu- 
man kindnefs ; he not only blefTes, but aftonifhes, 

by the difplays of his matchlefs favour to finners. 

Yes, God is Love ; and, therefore, he delighteth in 
mercy. What, then, could be more encouraging; or 
what, by neceffary confequence, could moie llrongly 
authorife, a guilty, perifhing wretch, to rely on the 
Lord Jefus, in whom this boundlefs mercy is mani* 
fcftcd ?*' Booth's Glad Tidings, pag. 26. 27. 
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his way, and the iinrigl.teous min his thoughts, lef 
him return to the Lord, and he will have mercy on 
him; and to our God, for he will abundantly par- 
don. I will forgive their iniquity, and I will re- 
member their fins no more. I even I am he that 
blotteth out thy tranfgrcffion for mine own fake, 
and will not remember thy fins. Wiiofoevcr be- 
lieveth in Jefus fhall receive rem i (lion of fins. 

" Lord, on the declarations of thy own mouth 
I venture my foul's everlalling concerns. O help 
me fo to believe what thou haft (poken, as that my 
fears and anx^ieties may be removed, and my foul 
be fatisfied of its intereft in thy favour wliich h 
life." 

Guilty and felf-condemn'd I lie. 

Before thy awful throne ; 
I know I have deferv'd to die, 

Yet fave me through thy Son* 

In his dear name may I partake 

The pardon I implore ; 
And, for thy fov'reign mercy's f^ke. 

My wander ing feet reftorc. 

Thy healing grace, O God, impart -y 

Relieve my trembling foul ; 
O let thy favour cheer my heart,. 

And all my feai-s controuK 

CHAP. 
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CHAP, IV. 

Tlie Favour of God is Life to convtrttd Perfons ith 
various Circumjlances, 

TTAVING confidered the text as applicable to 
the cafe of finners at their firft converfion, I 
now proc^d to obferve, 

2> That tlie favour of God is life to returning 
tackflidefs. God's dear children are fometimes 
permitted fo turn afide from the path of duty, to fall 
into open afts of fin, or into a courfe of fecret re- 
miffnefs, negligence, and unwatchfulnefs. When 
-that is the cafe, divine comforts are fufpended, or, 
Jn the language of infpiration, the Lord hides his 
face., and leaves the foul in darknefs, gloominefs, 
aud defpondeacy. Through the power of indwel- 
ling fin, through the violence of Satan's tempta- 
tions, or through tlie fnares of lhc prefent evil 
>vorld, they forfake the Fountain of living waters, 
leave their firft love, and turn afide after lying va- 
nities, till their hearts being hardened through the 
deceitfulnefs 'of fin, they at length, perhaps, are 
overtaken with faults inconfiftent with their chriftian 
charafter, or fall into diflionourable and fcandalous 
praHices. This is greatly to be lamented. Bui 
4hiB £Pod Shepherd reftores his wandering flieep. 
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He brings them to a juft fenfe of the evil of their 
doings, and opens afrefli the (jprings of godly for- 
row. He fays to them, " Thine own wickednefs 
(hall correft thee, and thy backflidings fhall re- 
prove thee ;' know therefore and fee, that it is an 
evil thing and bitter that thou haft forfaken the 
Lord thy God, and that my fear is not in thee, faith 
the Lord God of hofts." That peace, which arifeth 
from a view of intereft in Jefus, , is loft. The 
grieved Spirit fufpends his gracious influences, and 
the foul is filled with difquietude, diftrefs and an- 
guifli. 

When this is the cafe, the man is brought, in 
deep humiliation, to lament after an abfent God, 
and to cry to him, with the Pfalmift, '* Reftore 
unto me the joys of thy falvation," To the con- 
relations of God I am now, alas ! a ftranger. Be- 
hold, for peace I have great bitternefs ! My cafe 
is fad and deplorable. When I firft gave myfelf 
to the Lord, I promifed conftancy; but I have 
now forgotten and forfaken him and am quickly 
turned afide after vain things which cannot profit. 
Woe is me, ungrateful wretch that I am ! My un- 
kind dealing with God is unparalleled ! Who ever 
turned afide unto folly as 1 have done ? My guilty 
confcience now accufeth me, God frowns upon 
me, all my former fins are fet in array againft (ne, 

they 
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they ftare me in the face. I am ready to queftion 
whether ever there were a faving change wrought 
in me. I think within myfelf, furely, none of 
God*s children ever carried it towards him as I 
liave done. Such a backflider in heart and life as 
I am, mayjuftly expeft to be filled with his own 
ways. I fometimes even fear that I have finned 
beyond the reach of mercy ; having been once en- 
lightened, and atter that fallen away, how is it 
poflible that I fhould be renewed again unto Fepent- 
ance ? May I not look rather for fiery indignation, 
than for a gracious acceptance into favour? Or if 
my fins have not reached to that degree, I am cer- 
tain they have been attended with awful aggrava- 
tions. I have finned againft light and love; I have 
been guilty of frequent and dreadful relapfes ; I 
have violated confcience, and grieved the Holy 
Spirit of God. Thefe confiderations wound me to 
the very heart, and cover my face with fliame and 
blufhing, fo that I am not able to look up. Had I 
provoked a fellow- creature as I have provoked the 
Moft High, what favour could I expeft ? But this 
thought relieves me, I have to do with God, and not' 
man. I will ftudy, I will plead his gracious and 
merciful declarations. He hath fdid, " My people 
are bent to backfliding from me ; though they cal- 
led them to the Moft High, none at all would exalt 
F him* 
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him. How fhall I give thee up, Ephraim? How 
fliall I deliver thee, Ifrael? How fhall I make thee 
as Admah ? How fhall I fet thee as Zeboim ? Mine 
heart is turned within me, my repentings are kindled 
together. I will not execute the fiercenefs of mine 
anger, I will not return to deflroy Ephraim; for I 
am God, and not man, the Holy One in the midfl 
of thee. I will heal their backfliding, I will love 
them freely : for mine anger is turned away from 
him." ♦ 

The backfliding chriflian flands In great need of 
the manifeflation of divine favour, in refloring life 
and vigour to his languifhing graces. ** I have,** fays 
he, ** by my wanderings from God, not only loft 
the fweet fenfe of his favour, but I have impo- 
verifhed my own foul, and brought it into ^ lean 
and languifhing condition. My leanncfs, my lean- 

nefs, 

* *• Depth of mercy! can there be 
Mercy flill referv'd for me ? 
Can my God his wrath forbear ? 
Me, the chief of finncrs, fparc ? 

Jefus fpcaks, and pleads his blood I 
He difarms the wrath of God ; 
Now my Father's bowels move : 
Juflicc lingers into love. 

Kind- 
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ncfs, woe is me! My faith ftaggprs, my love is 
cold and feeble, my hope of heaven languillies, 
the fprings of godly forrow are dried -up, or run 
very faintly. My heart is fmitten and withered like 
grafs. A cold winter has benumbed all the aftive 
powers of my foul, and nothing but the fliowers 
of grace, and the Ihining of the Sun of rigbteouf- 

nefs 

Kindled his rclentings arc, 
Me he now delights to fpare ; 
Cries, " How (hall I give theg up ?" 
Lets the lifted thunder dropr 

There for me the Saviour ftands ; 
Shews his wounds, and fprcads his hands I 
God is love 1 I know, I feel I 
Jefus fays he loves mc ftill. 

If I rightly read thy heart, 
If thou all companion art. 
Bow thine ear, in mercy bow ! 
Pardon, and accept me now. 

Pity from thine eye let fail ; 
By a look my foul recal : 
Now the flonc to flefli convert ; 
Cafl: a look, and melt my heart. 

Help me, help me to repent, 
Let mc now my fall relent ; 
Now my foul revolt deplore, 
Weep, believe, and fin no more!" 
¥2 
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ncfs can revive me. In the fpring feafon, the 
Lord fends forth his Spirit, and renews the face of 
the earth ; O that he would be gracioufly pleafed 
to give me a happy fpring feafon in my inner man; 
that he would renew and revive his work in my 
heart, and caufe the fruits of righteoufnefs to be 
produced in me, to his praifc and glory ! By my 
carclefsnefs and floth, I have been cafl into a deep 
deep. By tlie idlenefs of my hands, my foul fuf- 
fers hunger, and is reduced to a ftarvlng condition. 
By the indulgence of fin, I have given wounds to 
my confcience, which nothing but his grace and 
favour can heal.. Lord, return unto me, and have 
mercy upon me ; heal my foul, for I have finned 
againft thee. Deal with me according to thy word; 
O be mindful of the gracious promifes thou haft 
made to backfliding fouls. I will endeavour to rc- 
colleft fome of them, and to plead them before thy 
tlirone of grace.'' 

** After two days will he revive us, in the third 
day he will raifc us up, and we fhall livx in his 
fight. I v/ill heal tlieir backfliding, I will love 
them freely ; for mine anger is turned away from 
him. I will be as the dew unto IJrael : he fliall 
grow as the lily, and call forth his roots as Lebanon, 
His branches ftiall fpread, and his beauty (hall be 
as the olive-tree^ and his fmcU as Lebanon, They 

that 
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ihat dwell under his fiiadow fliall return, they fliall 
revive as the corn, and grow as the vine : the fcei>t 
ibereof Ihall be as the wine of Lebanon.'' 

" I,<ord, iFemembcr thefe great and precious pro- 
Riifes in my behalf, and give me to experience 
their full accomplifhment, which will be to thy* 
poor fervant as life from the dead." 

Tlie troubled backfllder ftands in need of the 
majiifeftation of divine favour, to reftore peace 
and comfort to his foul. Let us fuppofe him in his 
retired moments, exprefling the language of his 
heart in the following foliloquy, ** I have, by my 
own folly and perverfenefs, loft that comfortable 
fenfe of God's favour which I once enjoyed. The 
Comforter that fliould relieve my foul, is with- 
drawn; O that I knew where I might find him! 
My foul is far off from peace; I forget profperity ; 
yea, for peace I have great bitternefs. I mourn 
like a dove, and afflift myfelf, but in vain. I re- 
member God, and am troubled, when I think of 
the paft experience I have had of his comforting 
pnefpnce* Thefe happy feafons are now enjoyed 
ap longer. I fay within myfelf. Will the Lord 
. €*ft off for ever ? Will he be favourable no more ? . 
Hjatb he in anger fliut up his tender mercies ? It is 
IcHig fince I was favoured with the cheering light 
cf bis bleffed countenance. There is a great and 
. ' Fa ^^ 
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fad ftrangenefs between God and my foul. Alas? 
what fhall I do to recover what I have loft ? 

'* I muft juftify God, and condemn myfelf, 
even though he fhould banifh me from his bleffed 
prefence for ever. But is there no ground of hope-, 
that he will be gracious unto me ? Will he not re- 
turn to the foul that feeketh him ? O what a bleffed 
feafon would it be, might I again tafte thofe hea- 
venly confolations which I once enjoyed! O that 
it were with me as in months paft, in the days 
when God preferved me; when his candle (hone 
upon my head, and when, by his light, I walked 
through darknefs ! 

•* Lord, I entreat thy favour with my whole 
heart; be merciful unto me, according to thy word. 
Hide not thy face from me, but reftore unto me 
the joys of thy falvation. Grant me thofe heavenly 
fmiles which chear the hearts of thy dear children; 
deal gracioufly with me, as thou ufeft to deal with 
thofe that love thy name. O let me regain the fenfe 
of thy life-giving favour^ for the fake of him who 
once cried, in^ agonies on tlie crofs. My God, my 
God, why haft thou forfaken me ? If I am in^- 
terefted in the benefits of his redemption, if I am 
a child of thine, fuffer menot to pine away in dif- 
confolation, for want of the tokens of a Father's 
love. Receive a returning prodigal to thy estk^ , 

bracing , 
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bracing arms, and fay unto my foul, lam thy fat- 
vadon'' 

Reader, if your cafe bears any refenxblance to 
to th^t which I have been defcribing, let me entreat 
you to ponder in your heart the following gracious 
declarations.. ** I will not contend forever, neither 
will I be always wroth ; for the fpirit before me 
would be overwhelmed, and the living fouls which 
I have made. Becaufe of his iniquity, for a fhort 
time I was wroth ; and I fmote him, hiding my 
face in mine anger. And he departed, turning 
back, in the way of his heart. I have feen his ways ; 
and I will heal him ; I will be his Guide : and I will 
reftore comforts to him, and to his mourners.* 
For. a fmall moment have 1 forfaken thee, but with 
great mercies will I gather thee. In a little wrath 
I hid my face from thee,, for a moment; but with 
everlafting klndnefs will I have mercy on thee, 
faith the Lord thy Redeemer^ For the mountains 
fliall depart, and the hills be removed, but my 
kindnefs fhall not depart from thee, neither fhall 
the covenant of my peace be removed, faith the 
Xx>rd, that hath mercy on thee.*' 

To add no more, as to this point, the returning 
backflider ftands in need of God*s favour to fecure 
him from future relapfes. ** Alas!*' fays he, ** I 

have 
^ Dr.Lowth's tranflation of Ifai, Ivii, i6, i^^ i^^^^V 
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have within me a heart bent to backflide, and prone 
to wander from God. And though I be now re- 
ftored in great mercy, I fliall certainly go aftray , 
again, unlefs I am upheld and preferved by the i 
favour of the Keeper of Ifrael. After God has ; 
fpoken peace, I amftill in danger of turning again 
to folly. * Thou, O Lord, fayeft unto me. Go and 
Jin no more; but, alas! thou knoweft my weaknefs , 
and inconftancy. Hold thou me up, and I (hall 
be fafe, and let not any iniquity have dominion 
over me. Let thy favour furround me like a (hield; 
caufe thy face to fhine, and I (hall be faved. So 
will I not go back from thee ; quicken me, and I 
will call upon thy name. Lord, put underneath 
me thine everlafting arm, and let thy right hand 
uphold me. 

" I have many enemies without, and many with- 
in, and having had fuch mournful proofs of my 
own unfpeakable weaknefs, and of the deceitful- 
nefs and treachery of my heart, I am jealous over 

my- 

• " O to grace how great a debtor 

Daily I*m conftrain'd to be ! 
Let that grace, Lord, like a fetter, 

Bind my wand'ring heart to thee. 
Prone to wander, Lord, I fcqj it, 

Prone to leave the God I love ; 
Here's my heart, Lord, take and feal it, 

Seal it from thy couiU ^bove,'* 



GOD-'S FAVOUR. 6g 

myfelf. O God, do thou eftablifh, ftrengthen, 
and fettle me ; for my foul depends on thee alone. 
If thou art my defence, I fliall not be greatly 
moved." 

The promifes of the divine word contain ample 
encouragement in this refpeft. *' The fteps of a 
good man are ordered by the Lord ; though he 
fall^ he fliall not be utterly call down ; for the 
Lord upholdeth him with his hand. Surely, he 
fliall not be moved for ever. Fear thou not, for I 
am with thee ; be not difraayed, for I am thy God; 
I will ftrengthen thee, yea, I will help thee, yea, 
I will uphold tliee with the right hand of my right- 
eoufnefs." 

3. Having considered the cafe of a finner at his 
firft corvverfion, and that of the returning back- 
flider, I would now juft briefly obferve, that the 
child of God, under heavy and prefling affliftion, 
Hands in need of the divine favour, and values it 
as life. The affliftions of the righteous are fo 
many, and fo various, that my reader will notex- 
peft me to enumerate them all ; but let them be of 
what kind,, or in what form foever they may, there 
is great need of that fupport under them which God 
alone can give. Suppofe the chriftian to be exer- 
cifed with poverty and outward ftraits, which in- 
<feed is no uncommon cafe, a fenfe of the divine 
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favour will greatly fortify lils mind under the trials- 
incident to fuch a ftate. It was once the faying of 
a gracious woman, ** I have many times been richly 
fed by a fuitable promife from God, when I have 
not had a morfel of meat in the houfe.'* Perhaps 
none have greater opportunities of knowing what 
it is to live by faith, than the godly poor, who 
have no flock in hand on which to depend. They 
may then peculiarly encourage themfelves in tlie 
patronage of liim who is the Lord of the univcrfe, 
and fay with the Pfalmift, ** I know that the Lord 
will -maintain the caufe of the affli6led, and the right 
of the poor.*' It is comfortable and relieving in 
fuch a cafe to recolleft, that he hath faid, ** Rob 
not the poor, * becaufe he is poor : neither opprefs 

the afflifted in the gate. For the Lord will plead 

their 

'* The pious Author might fpeak feelingly on this 
head. At one particular period, when a fine was 
laid upon him for no other offence than preaching 
the gofpel to poor finners, a fine which he was not 
able to pay, the ofncers feized on his furniture^, and • 
fold the mod neceflary utenfils of his houfe, for a 
mere trifle, to any one who was unfeeling enough to 
purchafe them. Mrs. Heywood requcftcd it, as a fa- 
vour, that one cheft might be fpared, as it was an 
ancient piece of family furniture; but this rcqueft 
was not regarded. The. cheft contained a fmall (quan- 
tity of oat-meal, the fcanty fupply of the family. 

The 
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their caufe." We ufe to fay, ** He is rich whom 
-God loves/* and it is a certain truth; for his fa- 
vour is life. With the enjoyment of that, a little 
will go a great way. A good man not only defircs 
to have the divine permiflion to enjoy the bleffmgs 
of his providence, he would alfo tafte his love in 
them, and along with them. " Lord,'* fays he, ** I 
have little, very little, which I can call my own 
in this world; but let me enjoy thy benediSion, 
and thy favour with what I have, and I fhall be fully 
fatisfied, I am poor in this world, but let me be 
rich in faith, rieh towards God, and I afk no more. 
Suppofe a good man to fuffer in his name and 
charafter, the favour of God is his fupport. In 
fuch a cafe he may fay, *^ I am denied the favour 
of men ; they reproach, perfecute^ and opprefs me ; 
but be not thou, O Lord, a terror unto me; for 
thou art my only hope^ Many of my fellow-crea- 
tures are again ft me, but let me enjoy thy friend- 
ship and favour, and then I may bid defiance to 

the 

The officers took a bed-curtain, fpread It on the floor, 
poured the meal upon it, and fold the chcft. But 
God, by his favour, can fuftain his children in trials 
like thefe, and evert in fufferings ftill more fevere. 
" Ye took joyfully the fpoiling of your goods, know* 
ifag that ye have in heaven, a more fure and enduring 
fubftance,** 
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the world. Thy approbation more than counter- 
balances all that I fuffer from the cenfures of men. 
Let perfons of evil intentions report what they 
pleafe concerning me, I defire to have a good re- 
port of the truth itfelf, and pray, that by the power 
of grace, I may be fo helped to exercife myfelf, 
as to have a confcience void of oflPence, towards 
God and towards men, and then, the flanders of 
the world will not much difquiet me. If I am re- 
proached for the fake of Chrift, 1 ought to look 
upon it as a fingular honour conferred upon me, as 
Mofes counted the reproach of Chrift greater riches 
than the treafures of Egypt ; for he had refpeft to 
the recompenfe of reward. I find the perfecuted 
difciples of Jefus thus addrefTed, '* If ye be re- 
proached for the name of Chrift, happy are ye ; for 
the Spirit of God and of glory refteth upon you." 
His followers of old rejoiced that they were counted 
worthy to fuffer fhame for his name. My. mind is 
compofed to a divine calm, when 1 hear the Lord 
thus fpeaking in his word, *' Hearken unto me, 
ye that know righteoufnefs, the people in whofe 
heart is my law ; fear ye not the reproach of men, 
neither be ye afraid of their revilings. I, even I, 
am he that comforteth you : who art thou, that thou 
fliouldeft be afraid of a man that fliall die, and for- 
getteft the Lord thy Maker, who hath ftretched 

forth 
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fortii the heavens, and laid the foundations of the 
earth; and haft feared continually every day, be* 
caufe of the fury of the opjireflbr, as if he were 
Tcady to deftroy ? And where is the fury of the 
oppreflbr ? 

Are the children of God attended with difeafcs 
-in their outward man ? Nothing is fo defirable to 
them as the favourable and confolatory fmiles of 
their heavenly Father. When a good man is vifited 
"with ficknefs, and brought low by the power of 
difeafe, a variety of gloomy thoughts may becloud 
his mind, and add weight to the calamity under 
which he labours. The company, the converfe, 
and the prayers of his religious friends may, 
in that cafe, afford him relief and encourage- 
ment. But, above all, the favour of God is 
life to him, and he efleems it as fuch. If it 
pleafe the Lord, in infinite condefcenfion, to vifit 
him with the kind tokens of his love, to fpeak com- 
fortably to him, by applying the promifes of grace 
to his defponding heart, his darknefs is turned into 
day, and his mourning into joy. It is a fovereign 
fupport under oppreffive diforders, to find the 
Eternal God to be our refuge, to be upheld by his 
mighty arm, and to be ftrengthened by his cheer- 
ing prefence on the bed of languifhing, when moft 
•we need his aid* When the Lord, according to 
G U^ 
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his own merciful promife, makes all our bed in 
our ficknefs, we (hall furely find eafe in the midft 
of pain ; and though the outward man feera to be 
perifliing, the inward man will be renewed day by 
day. 

Sometimes the people of God are afflided in 
-their relative capacity, and have much trouble on 
account of .thofe who are bone of their bone, and 
flefli of their flefti. Some of thofe who lie nearcA 
their hearts, are opprefled with all the weight of 
A'iolent attacks of ficknefs, or otherwife wear out 
a dying life under the languors of flow difeafe. A 
feeling heart cannot but be deeply affefted in fuck 
cafes. Others of their relations are funk in all the 
•depths of poverty and neceflity; while others, if 
not poor, are profane, and have not tlie fear of God 
before their eyes. They are violenit oppofers. of ail- 
that is good, and in them the words of our Re- 
jdeemer are verified, *' A man's enemies are they 
of his own houfe." In any of thefe cafes the trial 
is heavy, and the chriftian is under the neceffity of 
looking to the Lord for relief and comfort,: as in 
ihe circumftance laft mentioned, the prophet Micdk 
refolved to do. '* Truft ye not in a friend, put ye 
not confidence in a guide ; keep the doors of thy 
mouth from her that lieth in thy bofom. For the 
ion diflionoureth the father, the daughter rifeth up 
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s^ainft her mother. Therefore I will look unto 
the Lord : I will wait for the God of my falvation: 
my God will hear me.** As if he had faid, ** I 
am willing to lofe the favour of my father, my 
mother, my wife, my brothers or fifters, if I may 
but enjoy the favour and friendfhip of the God of 
my life. From him I expeft all my felicity.'* 

Thus in all outward troubles, the favour of God; 
is life. If it is inquired for what ends, and on. - 
what accounts it is fo earneftly defired inthefe cir- 
cumflances, much might be faid in reply ; but I 
fliall only obferve, That a fenfe of God's favour 
fweetens the bitter potion of affliftion, and lightens 
the burden of diftrefs. Our heavenly Father moft' 
certainly correfts his children in love, in wifdom 
and in faithfulnefs. The end he has in view, is 
their profit, to make them partakers of his holinefs,. 
and to fit them for his heavenly kingdom. Afflic- 
tio« in itfelf is not joyous, but grievous, and if not 
aHeviated by divine confolation, it would be ftill 
more fo. Hence the afflifted chriftian fometimea 
fays, *' If I can but fee that the heart of my hea- 
venly Father is towards me, while his correftive 
hand is upon me, I (hall be fatisfied. If he is 
pleafed to wound me in the tendered part, I 
fhall be contented, if I may but be affured that 
it is. tlie wound of a friend. I will fay, " It is 
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the Lord, let him do to me as feemeth good in hiy 
fight." But how can I bear the prcfTure of affli£lion 
without a fenfe of his favour !'* 

Let the afflifted chriftian confider well thefe di- 
vine declarations, and take the comfort of them. 
•' If ye be without chaftifement, whereof all are 
partakers, then are ye baftards, and not fons. We 
had fathers of our flefti, which correfted us, and 
we gave them reverence : fhall we not much rather 
be in fubjeftion to the Father of fpirits, and live ? 
For they verily for a few days chaftened us, after 
riieir own pleafure ; but he for our profit, that we 
might be partakers of his holinefs. By this (hall 
the iniquity ol Jacob be purged, and this is all the 
fruit, to take away his fin. For whom the Lord 
loveth he correfteth, even as a father the fon in 
whom he delighteth. I will bring the third part 
through tlie fire, and will refine them as filver is 
refined, and will try them as gold is tried : they 
fhall call on my name, and I will hear them ; I will 
fay. It is my people ; and they (hall fay, The Lord 
ivS my God.'* 

But befides the outward troubles which we have 
juft mentioned, there arc troubles of a more inter- 
nal and fpiritual kind, in refpeft to which, the 
favour of God is the beft relief. Such, for in- 
fiance, as arife from confcious guilt, and an ap- 
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jrrehenfion of God's difpleafure, becaufe of fin. 
What can a guilty, condemned malefaftor defire, 
fo much as the Judge's favour ? To one oppreffed 
with the fear of God's anger, the only remedy is a 
difcovery of his love. 

Much inward trouble arifes from a fenfe of the 
power and prevalence of the impurity and corrup- 
tion of the heart. This makes the chriftian often 
cry out with the apoftle Paul, **^ O wretched man 
that I am, who fhall deliver me from the body of 
this death." A fenfe of the divine favour will lead 
us alfo to fay with him, " I thank God through 
Jefus Chrift our Lord/' 

The furious affaults of temptation are likewifc 
very trying to the children of God, and alTurancc 
of his favour the heft fhield of. defence, whereby 
they are enabled to quench the fiery darts of the 
wicked one. The temptations of the grand adver- 
fary of fouls, who goes about as a roaring lion, feek- 
ing whom he may devour, occafion much trouble 
to the pious man. He often fays within himfelf. 
When fhall the happy moment arrive, that God 
fhall bruife Satan under my feet? O when fhall 
it once be ? When the enemy comes in like a flood, 
may the Spirit of the Lord lift up a flandard againft 
him. When the mefTenger of Satan comes to 
buffet me, may Jcfus manifefl his favour, and fay 
G 3 unto 
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unto mc, ** My grace is fufficient for thee, my 
flrcngth is made pcrfcft through weaknefs." May 
he who was tcntpteil in all points like as we are, 
and who knows how to fuccour them that are 
tempted, fuccour me, and furround me with his 
favour, like a fhicld. He kno^v^ how I am hur- 
ried and harafled, and fometimes even terrified by 
the roaring lion of the bottomlefs pit, may he 
flrengthen me with flrength in my foul, to fight the 
good fight .of faith, and make mc more than con- 
queror through his love. 
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CHAP. V. 

The Favour of God is Life to dying Perfons-. 

TTl/^E come now in the laft place, under this head, 
to confider the words of our text with re- 
ference to dying perfons. In that awful period to 
which we muft all come, when we muft pafs tlwough 
tlie valley of the fliadow of death, meet the king 
of terrors, and be perfonally engaged in clofe con- 
flift with that laft enemy, we fliall find, that an 
intereft in the divine favour will be of the greateft 
importance. When, not only all created enjoy- 
ments muft be given up, but life itfelf muft be re- 
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ftgned, and our heart and flefh fail us. It will be of 
■ the greateft confequence to knoWj upon fure and 
certain grounds, that God is the flrength of ouv 
heart, and our portion for ever. The good man 
will then, more than at any former period, be lead 
to fay. In his favour is life. 

The fweet experience of the divine favour will 
be above all things defirable, to fatisfy the foul of its 
being in a ftate of fafety. Perhaps the dying man 
bath been often doubting and difputing his intereft 
in the Redeemer, and his title to the heavenly in- 
heritance, while in health and vigour. If, under 
the power of a threatening diftemper, and in the 
immediate profpefls of his diflblution, thefe hefita- 
tions ftill remain, the bed of languifhing will be 
very uneafy to him. He will probably exprefs the 
anxieties of his mind in fome fuch language as tlie 
following : 

•' Alas ! what fhall I do ? I believe myfelf to be 
a dying man, and my foul, I fear, is in a dangerous 
ftate. I am paifing into another world, and I know 
not where I fliall land. I am going tlie way I 
Ihall never return ; it is a great journey, and an 
awful one. O eternity, eternity, how folemn is the 
profpeft ! How near am I now either to heaven or 
hell, to eternal falvation, or everlafting damnation ! 
My paft fins and follies crowd afrefli into my re- 
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membrance, and difquiet my confcience. I am 
doubtful of the truth of my repentance, becaufe 
my heart is deceitful, the work is great, and at- 
tended with many difficuhies. It is certain many 
do deceive themfelves, and think they are fomething 
when they are nothing. I tremble, and am fore 
afraid, left I fliould be found one of that number. 
Shall r fay, with the dying Emperor of Romf 
•* O my poor wandering, trembling, felf-flattering* 
foul', whither art thou going ! Thou muft no longer 
hold converfe with men, nor enjoy thy former de- 
lights anymore; ah, whither art thou going!" Or 
fhall my cafe be like that of him who faid, • I have 
lived anxioufly, and I die doubtingly!' Alas! I 
am afraid to part with life, and leave this world, 
not knowing whether God be my friend or my 
enemy. O what would I give for a fatisfying 
teftimony of my Reconciliation with God ! The 
affurance of his favour would be worth more to me 
than ten thoufand worlds. Would he be gracioufly 
pleafed to fmile upon my foul, and lift up upon me 
the light of his countenance, I fliould not be afraid 
to die. Lord, thy favour is life to a dying man ; 
grant me, O grant me fome kind token of it ; how . 
elfe ftiall I pafs this gloomy vale, and launch forth 
into the unknown aby fs of eternity ! 

•< Death 
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" Death is armed with a dreadful fting, and ac- 
^mpanied with many terrors. His fting I feel 
ithin me, his terrors fhake my trembling foul, 
id pierce me through. I fee his ghaftly looks, I 
?hoId his horrid grin, and even feel his fangs faf- 
ning on my wafting flefh. My breath is corrupt, 
y days are extinft, the gi-aves are ready for me. 
► merciful Redeemer, fpeak peace to my anxious 
3fom, fay to my foul, ' I am thy falvation ! I will 
jlivef thee from going down to the pit, for I have 
ideemed thee, and given my own life a ranfom 
»r thee. I have tafted death for thee, I have en- 
^untered and fubdued thy dreaded foe, to make 
lee more than cpnqueror over him.' 

*' Lord, help me to believe thy faithful word, and- 
) take the comfort of it. Haft thou not faid, * O 
eath, I will be thy plagues ; O grave, I will be 
hy deftruftion ?* Haft thou not wrefted the wea- 
)on out of the enemy's liand, and deftroyed him 
hat had the power of death, that thou mighteft be 
he Deliverer of them wlio through fear of death 
kvere all their life-time fubjeft to bondage? Lord, 
' believe, help thou my unbelief. — I fee, I feel 
he thick gloom begin to break, and the light of di- 
tine favour beaming on my foul. The wounds 
^^ my dying Saviour are heaHng to my languifhing 
lieait. He takes the fting of death away, and gives 
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me peace by the blood of bis crofs. My God 
through this is reconciled, I hear his pardoning 
voice, I feel his celeftial confolations, and caw 
now adopt the triumphant challenge, O death, 
where Is thy fting ? O grave, where is thy viftory ?. 
Thanks be to God who giveth us die vi6lory through- 
our Lord Jefus Chrift ! Now, Lord, letteft thou 
thy fervant depart in peace, for mine eyes have 
jfeen thy falvation. Though I walk through the 
valley of the fliado^v of death, I wili fear no evil,. 

fcr thou art with me !" ♦ 

It 

* The following truly fublime effuftons of Dr. 
Young's evangelical mufe, can never be too muck 
admired. 

To man the bleeding crofs has promis'd all ; 
The bleeding crofs has fworn eternal grace. 

O what is this? Survey the- wond'rous cure, 

And at eachftep let higher wonder rife! 

Pardon for infinite offence! And pardon 

Through means that fpeak its value infinite! 

A pardon bought with blood T With blood divine T 

With blood divine of him I made my foe ! 

Perfifted to provoke ! Though woo'd and aw'd; 

Bleft and chaftis'd, a flagrant rebel flill ! 

A rebel 'midft the thunders of his throne! 

Nor I alone ! a rjebel univerfe ! 

My fpecies up in arms ! Not one exempt ! 

Yet for the fouleft of the foul he dies ! 

O'er 
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■through the favour of God, diat the foul 
lately, on its difniiflion from the body, i« 
4 into die fiianfions of glory. None but 
r£ls of his love are adn^itted into his prefence« 
ff. It is true, we hear not his «iudible voice, 
>enitent thief did, fayifig. To-day Jhali tkou 

me in paradijt. Yet God fpeaks to us by 
iful word of promife, and on that ground 
ever may fay with the Plaimifi, " God fliall 

my foul from the power of the grave, for 
1 receive me.'* That is. He (hall receive 

me 

guilt (how mountainous!) with out-ftretch'd 
rms 

jufticc andfoft fmiling love cmbrac'd, 
orting in full majefty his throne, 
nibem'd its maijclty to need Support, 
tat or n^an inevitably loft. . 
: but the fathomlefs of thought divine 
i labour fuch expedient from defpair, 
refcueboth? Both rdcue ! Both exalt! — 

only this, fubdues the fear of death. 

'» firm looting ; here f« foUd rock j 

can fappoit us ; all is fea befides : 

) under us ; beftorms and then devours* 

then we are, and juftly fond of faith : 
ve, and look with triumph on the tomb* 
I's terror is the mountain faith removes, 
mountain-barrier between maa-and peace* ' 
aith difarms deftru&ioa* 
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me, by his fpecial favour, into a ftate of fafety and 
happinefs. 

With what holy joy and tranfport may we look 
through death's dark vale, when we fee the erown 
in our Redeemer's hands, ready to^be placed on 
our heads ! When we behold the bleffcd Jefus ready 
to put the viftorious palm in our hands, and to fix 
our ftation among the triumphant throng, who have 
icome out of great tribulation, and have Avafhed 
their robes, and made them white in the blood of 
the Lambi 

The dying faint may, with holy confidence, com- 
mit his foul to the hands of his Redeemer, and be 
perfuaded of its fafety there. He may fay, *' Lord, 
I am now taking my leave of this world, and of my 
dying body, receive my departing fpirit ; let an- 
gels be its convoy to Abraham's bofom. I leave 
my duft alfo to thy care, regardlefs of the infigni- 
ficant ceremony of a pompous funeral. Let my 
unfettered foul, difmiffed from the burden of the 
flefh, afcendto thee, my portion and my happinefs; 
let it take the wings of a dove, let it fly away, and 
be at reft!" 

Through the divine favour, the dying faint che- 
rilhes the fure and certain hope of a bleffed and glo- 
rious refurreftion at the laft day. ** The earthly 
houfe," fays he, ** of this tabernacle mull be taken 
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dowq ; I irmftdrop thefe cbthes of flefli, as Elijah 
dropped his mantle when he afcended to the (kies. 
This my feeble frame is diflblving ; it will prefentjy 
be a Ufelefs mafs, and mufi turn to dufi and cor- 
ruption. It will be the feafl of worms, and mingle 
with the common mould. Yet in this flate of dif- 
lionour, through the favour of God, my crumbling 
bones and wailing flefh fhall be the care of Heaven. 
My body (hall fleep in Jefus : it was redeemed by 
bim, as well as my ibul. And at the laft great 
riling day, my fcattered duft (ball be gathered up 
again, and this vile body be fafhioned like Chrift's 
glorious body, according to his working, who is 
able to fubdue all things unto himfelf. 

^* I am fully aflured by Him that cannot lie, that 
a happy re-union of body and foul (hall take place, 
at tbe refurreftion of the juft. The foul defcend- 
ing with its triumphant Redeemer, fliall meet the 
glorified body, newly rifcn from the tomb, and 
both be fweetly and happily united, to jar no more, 
nor ever more to know a (eparation^ What a joy- 
ful imion, what a happy marriage-day will this be, 
between the foul made perfeft in purity, and the 
glorified body ! FleOi and blood cannot inherit the 
kingdom of God. The body will be dignified with 
fpirituality, with immortality, and with fuch inef- 
fable gloiy, that it wiil fl>ine like^ fun in the 
H king- 
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kingdom of our Father. So wonderfully will this 
fickly, difedfed, afflifted body of mine be changed, 
that it will neither need food, phyfic, nor ileep; 
but be as the angels of God, which are in heaven* 
Then {hall I be feated on a throne,, along with thofe 
blelfed ones who, as our divine Redeemer tells us, 
fliall judge the twelve tribes of IfracL 

O happy, triumphant day ! Day of refreOiment 
from the prefence of the Lord, after the labours 
and toils of this pilgrimage-ftate ! The favour of 
the great Judge of all will then appear to be of in- 
finite value. It is of little confequence who are 
my friends, or who my enemies in the prefent ftate ; 
if Jefus Chrift be my Friend, it is enough. He 
is now my Advocate with the Father, and will then 
be my Judge, to acquit me from every charge, 
through his own all -pcrfeft rightcoufnefs. He will 
then own and honour the meancft of his followers, 
and Iqok on them with a fmile of approbation and 
favour, which Will fill their fouls with unfpeaka- 
ble joy. The meaning of our text will then be per- 
feflly unfolded, and fweetly realized, In his favour 
is hfe. 

Think, O pious reader, on that * happy period 
when the once fuflfering, but now exalted Saviour 
will receive all his followers, with a hearty wel- 
come, to the promifed kingdom, prepared for them 
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from the foundation of the world. When he will 
fay, with his own gracious lips, in the prcfencc and 
hearing of affemblcd worlds, *' Come, ye bleffed. 
of my Father, approach to me, come to my arms^ 
come to my bofom. Come, and receive the king- 
dom of which you have fo often heard, and for 
which you have fo long hoped and waited with ear- 
ned expeftation. Come, and enter into the full 
.andeverlafting poffeflionof it. Come, and fit with 
me on my throne, even as I, your Leader, and the 
Captain of your falvation, have overcome all ene- 
mies, and am fat down with my Father on his throne^ 
Welcome, my dear difciples, to your heavenly reft. 
Enter ye into the joy of your Lprd. Ye have been 
faithful unto death, and I now give you, according. 
to my promife, the crown of life. You have owned 
me on earth, and I now will own you in heaven.. 
Ye fliall be mine for ever. You chofe and pre- 
ferred my favour before the world, and now you 
fhall pofTefs it to your full fatisfa6lion.. You fliall 
be placed on my right hand, while others, as you 
fee, ftand on my left. I manifefted my favour ta 
you, in fome degree, while you fojourncd in the 
wildernefs below, but now I will do it more fully 
and completely. Come to my everlafling embrace,. 
from which nothing can henceforth exclude you* 
To bring you to this enjoyment, I gave my life a 
H 2 ran- 
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ranfom for you. It vras the great erwl for which t 
died. This was the joy which was fet before me, 
when I endured the crofs, and defpifed the fhame^ 
that I might bring many fons unto glory. This is 
the felicity which I promifcd to beftow upon you; 
and you fee, I have not deceived you. Thefe are 
the manfions I came before you to prepare. Thi« 
is the kingdom which it is your Father's good plea- 
fure ta give you. It is not ifee reward of any me- 
riforious aSions which you have perform^, but a 
fruit of that free favour of God which is your lifc^ 
and by which you Kvc for ever." 

What cafi we fuppofe the ranfomed of the Lord 
to fay, in anfwer to this gracious proclamation from 
the eternal throne ? Will they not, in the deepeft 
fclf-abafement, and with raptures of aftonifhment 
and divine delight, afcribe all their falvatioh to 
God, and to the Lamb ? Will they not cry with a 
kmd voice, tuned to celeftial harmony, «• Bleffing 
and honour, and glory, and power, be unto him 
that fitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for 
ever and ever !** 

Let the reader who is born from above, and call- 
ed, by divine grace, to glory and virtue, realize 
tohimfelf, by the elevations of devout contempla- 
tion, the enjoyments, the honours, and the tranf- 
ports of that day, which will more than crown all 
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Ills wiflies, and far exceed his mod eiilar<Ted cx- 
peftations. Let him bear wltli patience and forti- 
tude the trials and troubles of his wafHiig and tian- 
fitory life, and reckon that the alTiitliions of the 
prefent time are not worthy to be compared with 
the glory which fhall be revealed in us. Let him 
look on death as a vanquifhed foe, and even bid 
him welcome when he approaches; for the favour 
of God is life to the dying believer. Let him fay, 
as fortified by a well-grounded hope of intereft in 
this, *' I can now bid adieu to this vain world, and 
to all it contains; I can venture dov/n into the peace- 
ful grave, where my body fhall flecp,. as in a bed 
of fpices, till the great rifing day, while my foul 
afcends to Abraha?ns bofom. My heart is glad, 
and my glory rejoiceth; my flefh alfo fliall reft in 
hope; for I know that my Redeemer liveth, and 
that he (hall ftand at the latter day upon the earth : 
And though after my fkin, worms deftroy this body, 
yet in my flefh fhall I fee God : Whom I fhall fee 
for myfelf, and mine eyes fhall behold, and not 
another, though my reins be confumed within me.'* 

" When death appears before my fight 

In all his dire array, 
Unequal to the dreadful fight, 

My courage dies away. 

H 3 How 
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II ow (Kail I meet this potent foe, 
Whofe frown my foul alarms ? 

Dark horror fits upon his brow, 
And vift'ry waits his arms. 

But fee my glorious Leader nigh f 
My Lord, my Saviour lives ; 

Before him all death's terrors fly ; 
My fainting heart revives. 

Lord, let thy love be my defence, 

My fliicld for ever near ; 
Then faith (hall triumph over fenfe. 

And never yield to fear* 

Then fhall I meet the dreadful hour. 

With fortitude divine ; 
Suftain'd by thy almighty pow'r, 

The conquefl muil be mine« 

What though fubdu'd this body lies. 
Slain in the mortal ftrife ; 

My fpirit (hall unconquer M rife 
To a diviner life. 

Lord, I commit my foul to thee : 

Accept the facred trufl, 
Receive this nobler part of me, 

And watch my flccping duft : 

Till that illuftrious morning come, 
When all thy faints fhall rife, 

And, cloth'd in full, immortal bloomy 
Attend thee in the Jkics* 
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M^hen thy triumphant armies fing 

The honours of thy name, 
And hcav'n's eternal arches ring 

With " Glory to the Lamb !'' 

Then may I join the raptur'd lays, 

And, with the blifsful throng, 
Rcfound, ** Salvation, powfr, and praife/' 

In an eternal fong." 
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CHAP. VI. 

^ai that life is which proceeds from the Tavour 
of God* 

|3 EFORE wedifmifs the do3rinaI part of our fub- 
jcft, we fliall briefly confider. What that life 
5, which the favour of God confers. In the ex- 
Ucation of the terms of our text, we hinted, that 
atural life, fpiritual life, and the life of comfort 
nd happinefs are all dependent on the divii^ fa- 
our. To amplify the fubjeft a little more, we 
70uld proceed to fay, That a life of juftification 
•riginates in the fame glorious caufe. A ftate of 
uftification may be emphatically called a ftate of 
ife. A man a£):ually condemned, is legally dead. 
\ full pardon gives him, in a law fenfe, a new 

life. 
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life. So in a fpiritual refpeft, a jail, or juftlfiod 
pcrfon is faid to live, and to liv^e by faith. 

The juftification of a fmner before God is not by 
any works of his own ; but only throuirh the rlght- 
eoufnefs of Jefus Chrift imputed to him, .and re- 
ceived by faith. It is one of ihe moft glorious truths 
revealed in the fcriptures, and that which diftin- 
guiflies the gofpel fyftem from evxry other fyftem 
of religion, that our divine Redeemer fliould be- 
come the end of the law for rightcoufnefs to every 
one that belie veth ; that he who knew no fin, fhould 
be made fin for us, fhould bear our fins in his ov;n 
body on tlie tree, put them away by the facrifice 
of himfelf, to the end that we, by his obedience 
unto death, might be made righteous. 

On this divine plan, the merit of human works 
is cut off, and all boafting in ourfelves entirely and 
for ever excluded. The juftification of a finner in 
the fight of his Maker and his Judge, is not of debt 
but of grace, or free favour. ** We arejuftified 
freely by his grace, through the redemption that is 
in Jefus Chrift.'* The God of all grace, according 
to his abundant mercy, provided, appointed, and 
accepted the wonderful expedient, fo needful for 
poor, ruined, helplefs finners, and fo honourable 
to all his own attributes. '* To him that worketh 
is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt. 

But 
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But io him that worketh not, but believeth on him 
that juftifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for 
righteoufnefs.** 

The whole is the contrivance of infinite wifdom^ 
and unbounded lo(ve. The poor finner, who can« 
not pay one mite, in order to fatisfy divine juftice 
for his multiplied offences, is fet clear of every 
charge, and of all condemnation, upon his accept- 
ing of Chrift by faith, as the Lord our righteoufnefs. 
The faith itfelf, by which he receives him, is the 
free gift of God.. Here is. grace upon grace, or 
favour upon favour, all entirely and abfolutcly frce^ 
A poor arretted debtor accounts it a great favour, 
if a friend will become furety for him, and ftill 
greater, if he will difcharge all his debts, and fet hini^ 
perfeflly free. Jefus Chrift, our great Surety, ha» 
done this for us,' miferable offenders;, fo that who- 
foever believeth in him is juflified from all things,, 
and everlaflingly accepted in the fight of God. 
** Who fliall lay any thing to the charge of God's^ 
cleft? It is God that juftifieth, who is he that con^ 
demneth ? It is Chrifl that died, yea, rather, that is 
rifen again. For as he died for our fins, he rofe 
again for our juflification. There is therefore now 
no condemnation to them that are in Chrifl Jefus, 
and, as a proof of their being fo, walk not after the 
flelh, but after the Spirit." What ailonifhing fa* 
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voLir is this ! Favour, in which is our life ! What an 
admirable contrivance of rich and free grace ! * A 
contrivance by which at once fin is expofed in all 
its hatefulnefs, condemned and pimiflied, the jullice 
of* God is fully fatisficd, the violations of his law 
more than repaired, its precepts infinitely honoured, 

and 

* '' There is nothing in the law's facred injunftions 
which Chrift, as our Surety, did not pertorra, no- 
thing in its awful threatenings which he did not faf- 
tain; He fulfilled all its precepts, by an. unfpotted 
purity of heart, and the moil pei lc£l integrity of life. 
He e:!chaufledits whole curfe when he hung upon the 
crofs, abandoned by the Father, and a. bleeding vic- 
tim for the fins of men. This obedience brings 
higher honour to the divine law, than it could have 
received from the uninterrupted duty of Adamj and 
all his poilerity, in all their generations. 

May the bleffed Spirit enable you to believe, that 
your fius are expiated through the death of Jefus 
Chrift, that a righteoufnefs is given you, by which 
you may have free and welcome acccfs to God, the 
merit of which you may plead, for obtaining all the 
blcffings of time and eternity 1 Will this alienate 
your allc^lions from your almighty Bencfa6^or ? Will 
this irritate evil concupifcence, or fend you to car- 
nal gratifications in queft of happincf:>? Q:.iitc the 
reverfe. When this faith is wrought in your heart, 
nothing will be fo powerful to produce holy love, 
and willing obedience; to exalt your defires, and 
enable you to overcome the world. Mul- 
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nd the poor finncr, guilty, condemned, and utterly 
lelplefs in himfelf, accepted as righteous before 
be divine throne, and as completely juftified as if 
le had never tranfgreffed. This is that wonderful 

' ex- 
Multitudes of poor finncrs are held faft in the Fatal 
larcs of vice, by their ignorance of this fweet, con- 
olatory truth. They find themfelves deeply ob- 
loxious to divine jullice, and feel themfelves ftrongly 
K)und by the chains of fcnfaality. They think it 
s impoflible to clear the enormous fcorc of their guilt, 
mpoflible to deliver themfelves from the confirmed 
lominion of fin. Therefore, like defperate debtors, 
hey ftifle every ferious thought, left a confcioufnefs 
>f their long arrears, and a profpcft of the dreadful 
eckoning, fhould torment them before the time. 

But if they were informed, that the infinitely mcr- 
:iful Son of God has undertaken to redeem fuch un- 
l6ne and helplefi finncrs; that he has thoroughly 
iKpiated the moft horrid tranfgre (lions, and procured, 
iven for ungodlv wretches, all the needful fupplics 
>f ftrengthcning grnce; that, inftcad of being pro- 
iibited, they arc invited to partake, Jrecly to partake 
>f thefe unfpeakable blcfTings ; — were they acquainted 
vith thcfe glad tidings of the gofpel, furely they 
'Voiildburft their chains, and fpring to liberty. Thcfe 
ruths, if once revealed in their hearts, would, of all 
•onfiderations, be mofl effc£lual to make them free. 
Hie gracious Redeemer himfelf has faid, YeJJiall know 
'A« truth, and the truth JJiall make you free, Hervcy's 
Theron aiR{ Afpafio, Dial. xiv. 
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expedient which excites the attention and admiration 
of angelic minds. They floop down to contemplate 
the myftery divine, and defire to look into it. Thi« 
is that expedient in which grace reigns, in which 
it triumphs in all its fovereignty, and in all its glory, 
through the righteoufnefs of Jefus Chrift, unto eter- 
nal life. 

The fan3ification of our natures, clofcly con- 
ne£led withwhat wehave juft mentioned, by which 
we are enabled to live to God, is alfo the effeft of j 
divine favotu-, ** I live, yet not I, but Chrift 
livetfa in mc.'* He lives in me by his Holy Spirit, 
forming me after bis image, and producing in me 
thofe gracious habits, fpiritual difpofitions, and 
holy afts, which are pleafing in his fight. The iffuc 
of thefe is new and evangelical obedience to his will. 

San&ification is the produflion of grace. Every 
chriftian, as fuch, is the workmanfliip of God, 
created in Chrift Jefus unto good works ; he may 
therefore fay, in his meafure, with the apoftle 
Paul, " By the grace of God I am what I am." 
And as it is God's grace which produces in us every 
holy difpofition, fo it is tlie fame grace which 
quickens and excites thefe difpofitions from time 
to time, into fpiritual a3ion. It is in this light that 
we are to underftand the words of our divine Sa- 
viour, when he fays, ** Without me ye gpn do no- 

thing," 
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Utihg.'* I F^rfeftly-iionfonnable to this, his infpired 
a|faftle has told us, that itis <Jod which worketh 
in us, both to will and to do of his good pleafure. 
The holy principle in the heart, which is as a well 
of water fpringing up to everlafting life, is given by 
Ktm, in' whom it hztth pleafed the father that all fuk 
nefs fliotild dweH. ' 

It is ' the very God of peace who fanftifies his 
children wholly, and who fills them with the fruits 
(jf righteoufnefs, which are by Jefus Chrift, to his 
own ^ry and praife. Progrefs in fanaifieation> 
. j^oWer to p^form religious duties aright, and ffefli 
affiftances for new encounters and undertakings^ 
ajie from him. Let none fay that bur fy ftem is un» 
friendly to holincfs, becaufe it excludes human 
works from having any place in a finner's juftifica- 
tion; for holihefs of heart and life is infeparable 
from the blefling of free juftification by the right- 
eoufnefs of Jefus Chrift. Wq allow holinefs to 
have the place which God has affigned it in his 
word, though we dare not fubftitute it in the room 
of the Redeemer's obedience unto death. 

It is a certain truth, that where Chrift is a Sa- 
viour he will be a Sovereign. He is the Author 
of eternal falvation to them that obey him. His be- 
nefits and his perfon cannot be divided ; the virtue 
<tf his death is c6nne£led with its value^ Newnefs. 
I * qC 



of heart an^ of life is a&^iieceflary in its place ^ft^ 
freedom from wrath and condemnation^ Chri&i& 
made of God unto us fanflifkation as well as right* 
eoufnefs, and every fmcere believer, is created in 
Chrifl Jefus unto good works^ which God hath be* 
fore ordained that we fiiould walk; in them. The 
liberated foul, whom the Captain .of falvation hath 
Qiade free from tlie power of fin, ifr thankful for 
deliverance from his former fetters, as well as for 
the difcharge of his enormou$ debts^ An acquittal 
in open court would not render a prifoner happy*. 
i|t>lefs he w€;re alfo releafed from hondiige. In like 
iBanner« our falvation by Jefus would not be colli* 
plete, unlcfs we were delivered frc^ the power, afr 
well as from the guilt of fin. Strength to ferve 
God, arid to do his will from the heart, is a de^ 
Arable favour, as well as deliverance from condem- 
nation and. wrath. The believer, enjoys l?oth. 
Surely fhatl o«e fay. In the Lordhai^ I rightecH*t- 
fiefs and firength* . ' 

Theneceffary comforts and fupports of life, af- 
forded to us in a new-covenant way, are blefOngs 
flowing from God's favour. Man lives not by 
briCad alone, but by every word which proceedeth 
iput qf the mouth of the Lord* He bledTeth our 
bread, and our water, and maizes our external ea- 
joyments conducive to the fupport and the £^omf(Mt 

of 
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rfourKves* It is the chriftian's happinefs to re- 
ceive all the bleflings of providence as bleflTings en- 
fured to him by that everlafting. covenant, which is 
ordered in all things and fure. As fuch they are 
^xpreffions of God's favour. This feems to be 
the meaning of the apoftle's words, when he 
fays concerning the temporal neceffities of the faints, 
•• My God Qiall fupply all your need, according 
to his riches in glory by Clirift Jefus.*' There are 
riches in glory, or glorious riches in Chrift Jefus, 
according to which every blefling is beftowed. 
All your wants of foul and body are hence fupplied* 
Let the believer dwell, in his thoughts, on this pre- 
cious portion of fcripture^ and by an aftive faith 
feed on fhe marrow and fatnefs of it. 

The word of God abounds with exprefiions to 
this purpofe, that there is no want to them that fear 
Iiim; thafthe fhall give them the defire of their 
he^; t]bat they ihall inherit the earth ; that he will 
with^bold qogood thing from them;, that, feeking 
firft the kingdom of God and his righteoufnefs, all 
ihefe diiogs fhall be added unto them ; that is, not 
as common mercies, but as bleflings enfured by 
promife, and as tokens of fpecial favour. Thus 
the Lord fpake concerning his ancient people, . by 
the prophet Jeremiah^ " I will rejoice over them 
ID do them good, and I will plant them in this land 
I 2 affuredl\% 
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affufcdly, with my wliolci heart, and with my wliole 
foul." Here are temporal blcflings ; accompanied 
with fpecial favour. 

- Sometimes the Lord befiows gifts in difple^fure; 
as when he fed the IfraehUs with quails in the wil- 
dcrnefs. Awful is that divine declaration to a difo- 
bedient and gain-fayfng people, " Thus faith the 
Lord, I will curfc your bleflings, yea, I have curfed 
them aheady.'* But a child of God partakes of 
the bounties of his hand in mercy, and as tokens 
and teftimonies of fpecial favour. This makes them 
doubly precious and valuable^ ;\ 

How fweet our daily comforts prove. 
When they are feafon'd with his love ! 

Xenophon, fpeaking of the kindnefs of Cyrus to 
his friends, relates, that he gave a cup of gold ta 
Artabazus, and a falute to Chryfantas\ thefonher 
complained that he had been treated with fefs kind- 
nefs than his friend, becaufe the falute of (Oyrus was 
a token of greater favour to Ckryfantas, than the 
golden cup was to him. It is certain, that there is 
more value io the tokens of favour which the Al- 
mighty grants to his poor, defpifed, and affl:i6led 
people, than there is in all the treafures of the rich 
and the great. Whatever the portion of his chil- 
dren be here as to quantity, it is, . in quality, like- 
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Senjamin^s mefc, five times larger than that of 
others ; becaufe it is accompamed with the favour^ 
and foil of the bleffing of the Lwd. 

But if the gifts of providence are tokens of the 
divine favour, then what may be faid of the life of 
felicity and ^ory in heaven ? Eternal life is the 
gift of God, and a gift of fpecial favour and love. 
•* I give unto them,'* faith the Lord o4' glory, " cter- 
sial life, and they fhall never per ifh.'* The Father 
freely gave his beloved Son ; the Son as freely gave 
himfelf for us. *• This is the record, that God hath 
given to us eternal life, and this life is in lii&Son." 
The divine gift is free to us, though it was'not fo 
to our Redeemesu The manner i» which it is 
conferred on us, and conveyed to us, is wonder. 
fal; but, ifo far from feffening, it greatly enhances 
the favour, that 'ib much mttft be done, and fb much 
endured by the Son of God, in order to bring our 
fouls "to heaven. Well may we write the word 
FAVOUR in capital letters on all the Heps whereby 
we are advanced toglory^ and upon every link of 
that golden chain which raifes us from earth to 
keai^en, from the miferable abyfs of our natural 
Ame, to theparadife of God's immediate prefence. 

The Pfalmift faith, iipi the language of lively 

hope^*Tfcoo wilt guide me wirti thy conirfel, and 

afterwards receive me to gliryl" And JSefusaffures 

1 3 )ii« 
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his followers, that they fliall poffefs the promitcJi 
inheritance as the fruit of God*s good pleafure, not- 
withftanding the difcouragements under which they 
often labour. " Fear not, little flock, it is your 
Father's good pleafure to give you the kingdom." 
Reader, if ever you come to the pofleflion of that 
kingdom, you mufl: be carried thither in the bofom 
of God's favour. No man that enters tlie pearly 
gates of the celeftial city, can fay, " I have ob- 
tained this felicity by my own defervings." • The 
heavenly inheritance is bequeathed by favour, not 
obtained by merit. A boafting, felf^fufficient 
^Romtpi prieft once faid, ^ I will not accept of 
heaven gratis.** The glorified inhabitants of that 
celeftial place fpeak another language; they all 
unite in cafling down their crowns before the throne, 
debafing themfelves to the loweft* degree, and cry- 
ing, ^* Salvation to him' that Btteth Upon the thrdne, 
and to the Lamb for ever and ever J '^' -; 

We fliall clofe this -chapter: by confidering, in i 
few words. Why cliiriflians efteem God'« 'favour to 
be their life. -v.' . :' v r > .' - ' ;> t 

They are indul:di to do thisj becaufe'they hai« 
that iiluminafion of vMnd which leads them^tp fee 
the difference bet\i(een }the enjoyment of. God,' and 
all other enjoy mentis whatever. ?There islfffcb^in* 
finite excellency in therfbuataitt' ot aUfeUfeity, arid 
^ £ fuel) 
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fudli vanity and emptinefs in the creature, that they^ 
whofe minds are in any degree enlightened, muft 
know what 'choic«;.to make. . God is the chief 
^oodi oth«* obje£b,> in comparifon ^ith him,' are 
empty, deceitful and vain. Or, to fpeak more 
properly, vanity of vanities, and vexation of fpirit. 
A child of God is, thrbugh grace, enabled to judge 
of things aright, and as they are in their own nature. 
The apoftle Paul prayed for the Philippians, that 
their love might abound mbre and more in all know* 
Jedge, and in all judgment, that they might difcern 
the thingswhich differ. To as to approve thofe. which 
are excellent. Enlightened fouls turn away with 
difguft from a dejudir^ -world, and look for all their 
felicity in that all -gracious Being whqfe favour jthey 
efteem as life ; faying with the Pfalinift, :^* Whom 
have I in heaven; but Itbe^, ia^d there i^ none upoii 
earth I defire :Uefidp Aeel" . Th^re is ^ energy 
in tbefe words, Ai^hich though the good.man feels, 
the. commentator ^a^pl^ exprefs,- The gracious 
ToUl feems to fpeak in thp perfon, .and [with the jif- 
f^aionof a fpoufe, declaring, t^t* n^t^y -eairfh, 
,\>u^S€^v^n i,tCp^f .would Jjc'co^fortlefs apd unfoti^. 
fa$oiyr'Wit|hout.theprefence of her ^f^loved Re- 
4^epniej',^iheGoii;pf her falvation.> . ; , ^. ; 

J, A true chriflian has not only his underilanding 
lightened, but bis wiil^nd affe£lifMi^/aa^ified. 
. ;. . . " 'a 
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A man in a ftate oF nature faTDuretlinottbe tlungi 
wliich are above ; but he that in fcriptuve is denes 
minated a new ciieature^ is pofijeffed of a hew heart. 
HiK is born of God, and afluated hy a noble ani 
evangelical principle, by which be is di%)o{ed to 
make a wife and happy choice. The holy angek 
in heaven, and the fpirits of juft men made foStBt^ 
look with indrSerence on aU'diat which is moft co<r 
veted and defired by the men of ^is world. They 
take Uttle notice of earthly treafnres, mitres, fcep^ 
Ires, crowns or kingdoms. One fmile of God's 
fece is of more value, iniiieir ei&imation, than att 
the pdflei&ons and honours whicfc the world can 
afibrd. The di^ofition of a tme faint beacs fomr 
&int refemblance to the elevation of celeitial beings^ 
fo far As to enable hirar to eAeem. the divine favour 
liis. life, and t& took for M his feKcity from it. 
**Thtff who are after the flefli do mind the thin^ 
of the fleft, 'but they that arfe afifer the Spirit, the 
things of the Spmt.'*^ Than is to fay, thofe who^ 
are under the guidanbe^ influence, and dominion 
of thfe Holy Ohcrfl, said of the gracious principks 
^hich he prodtrtjeti in them, in (heti- regenerdtfon, 
ihind fpiritnal tilings ; they chufe, th^ purfiie, 
and they delight in thofe objeth wtSx* tffe of a di- 
vine and heavenly nafture, as being agreeable to 
their renewed and fanCfified incliriations, and ao- 
^- cording 
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. cording to the diftates of the. Spirit of God. Rea- 
der, yqu are^bappy if you are confcious that this 
is your cafe, and your daily experience. 
- The true chriftian hath known fomething of the 
bitternefs of fin, and of God's difpleafure againft 
it, and- hath found the impoHibility of obtaining 
reft to bis foul any where but in a reconciled God» 
through' Jefus Chrift. * A raalefatlo? at the bar 
may make many efforts to put off his grief; but no- 
thing will give full relief to his mind but his prince'^s 
favour, ^manifcAed ina fealed pardon. Thus it is 
with a converted fitmer,, who^ has j[eU thQ. terrors of 
a broken law, and been alarmed with s^prehenfions 
of the divine difpleafure. Nothing can compofe 
his mind, and quiet his anxious bofom, but the fa* 
vour and fiien^jCbip pf that almighty Being whom 
he has grievoufly offended. To talk to him of the 
bonours, riches and pleafures of this world, is like 
finging fongs to one wjib is of a heavy heart. They 
relieve him not, but rather add weight to his bur- 
den, and increafe his fadnefs. The language of 
the gracious man is, My foul thirfteth for God, thct^ 

liv. 

• In vairi the trienibling confcience fecks 
Some folid ground to reft upon ; 
With long defpair the fpirit breaks^ 
Till wc apply to Chrjft alone. 
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Kving God. As the hart pantetb for the water* 
brooks, fo panteth my foul after thee, O God." • 
Finally, the true chriftian is enabled to view thing* 
by an eye of faith, and as fuch, is direfted and de- 
termined what to chufe,. and to purfue^ •* We 
look not at the things which are feen, bat at the 
things wliich are not feen : for, the things which 
are feen are temporal ; but the things whidi are not 
feen are eternal.^' Thus, •* by faith, Mofes^ when 
he was come to years, refufed to be called the fon 
of Pharaoh's daughter; cbooTing rather to fufier 
ilfiH£^io» with the people-ol God, than ta enjoy die 
pleafuresof §kn for afeafon ; efteemmg-the reproach 
«f Chrift greater riches than thetreafures of Egypt'. 
•for he had refpeft tothe lecomperxce of the reward.** 
The eye of faith overlooks all the glwy of this 
world, and lays its honour in the duft. It draws 
a veil over the world^s deceitful charms j. and con- 
templates heaveftly dbjeCb inlheirnative luflrc and 
• ' ' \ beamy. 

• Other refuge have I nene;^ 

Hangs my helple& foul on thee p 
Leave, ah ! leave me not alone, 
Lord, fupport and comfort me! 

All my truft on thco is fby'd, 
All my help from thee I bring \ 

Cover my dc^ncelefs 'head 
With the (hadow of thy win^, , 
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ty. Faith realizes the things, of the, kingdom 
rod, and as fuch, is the viftory which over- 
rth the world. Jtt looks within- the veil, takes 
imenfions of the.heavenly inheritance, furveys 
releflial country, and forms a proper cftimate 
of things below, andibiti^ abote^ and engages 
iire£ls the foul to mn^e aj^oper vakiation of the 
md of the other.. A chiiftiaa*8[life4s a life of 
He walks by fsttth, and nCtt:.i>y fight and 
. Faith quickly difcems how little the objefts 
nfe can contribute to folid happinefs, and that 
ivour of God aloBeii& i&ti liife ofthe IbuL In 

IVOUr is tlft, : '. : 

Vain earthly delights . -v * 

No more I defire, 
,To infinite heights 

My wiflies afpire ; 
Lord, thou art my treafure, - 

My portion and choice ; 
And in thy good pleafure 

My foul fliall rejoice* 

The world I refign, 

Aad-aUitcanglve'; 
Lord, if I am thine, 

Securely I live. 

IP 



If tliou art my Saviour, 

In thee I have all: 

Fm felbft in thy favour, 
Whate'er me befaL 

5 . In all my diftdefe' - ? - ii ^ 

I'hy mercy is iiear, '•' • 

;. My griefs to redtefs, r : .. 

And vaiiquifli my fear;l- -I ^ 
For thou art omnifcient 

Each danger to fpy ; ; 
And God all-fuiEcient, ' . 'j -. . 
My needs to fupply. ... 

When earth can afford 

No comfort or eafe, 
I find in thy word 

Celeftiai peace: 
If all the creation ' ' 

Upt)n me fhoul3 frown, ^ 
Thy glorious falvation 

My wiflies will crown. 

Having gone through the doSrinal part of our 
fubjeS, we fliall next endeavour to apply what has 
been advanced. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. VII. 
The Sabje£i applied by Way of Information^ 

rF the reader is pleafed to review the forcgouig 
pages, he will find, that by the favour of God 
k^e underftand, his kindnefs in a way of common 
Tovidence, the peculiar inftances of his goodnefs, 
be diftinguifhing afts of his grace, and the com- 
3rtable enjoyment of his fpecial love> This is de- 
ominated life^ as it is the caufe, the objeft, the 
jgulatlon, and the end of a pious man's life. We 
ave confidered the fubjeft with refpeft to a fin- 
er's firft converfion, his being led into the way of 
eace, and brought into a ftate of acceptance with 
iod through Jcfus Chrift, We have obferved, 
liat divine favour reftores us from a backfliding 
bate, fupportj us under every kind of affliflion, 
ind fortifies our minds in the near approach of 
leath. We have confidered, that from ^he favour 
>f God proceeds a life of juftification, of fanftijBca- 
ion, of perfeverance in grace and holinefs,. and of 
florification after death. We have finally remarked 
he reafons why God*s children put fuch a value 
ipon his favour as to account it life. Their minds 
ire divinely illuminated, .their .wills and afiFeftions 

xe fanflified, they have tailed that the I.ord is gra- 

^ ■: ■-.,■■•'.■'' -. .1- . ■••■-:.' 
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cious, and their eftlmation of things is not afterihc 
flefh, but by faith. If the reader will favour u« 
with his ferious attention, we fliall now endeavour 
to apply what has been advanced. And that, firft, 
ly way of information. 

It appears from what has been faid on this im- 
portant fubjeft, that lift is a rich mercy. It muft 
be fo, fince it is the produftion of God's favour. 
In his favour is life. It is that good thing by which 
the Pfalmi'ft illuftrates and exemplifies the favour of 
"God. He does not fay. In his favour are to be 
enjoyed wifdom, riches, health and kind relations; 
tut, in his favour is life. Though tliofe are great 
meircies, yet life is greater. Natural life is a fun- 
damental blefling.. If that is fufpended, or taken 
away, all the coniforts of life ceafe. Nature de- 
fires a perpetuation of its being, and fhudders at 
the thought of its diffolution. Satan, the father of 
lies, can fometimes fpcak trtrth, as he did when he 
faid, •* Skin for fkin, and all that a man hath will 
lie give for his life." It is owing to the favour of 
God that we have any being, though we are at- 
tended with many affliftions, and rank with the 
loweft of his rcafonable creatures, Exiftence is 
what the Sovereign of the univerfe did not owe us. 
** I will fing unto Gpd," faid David, *' as long as I 
"live; I will fing praife unto my God, while I have 

my 
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my being.*' Becaufe we have life or being from 
tim, and are dependent on him for the fupport and 
continuance of it. 

The outward comforts of life are alfo the fruits 
of God's favour. As it is of his mercy that we are 
not confumed for our unnumbered offences again ft 
him, it is owing to the fame benignity that his mer- 
cies are renewed to us every morning, yea, every' 
moment. His favour is the life of our enjoyments^ 
the mercy of our lives. On his goodnefs our daily 
comforts depend. He not only redeemeth our life 
from deftruftion, but he crowneth us with loving- 
kindnefs and tender mercies^ When we receive a^ 
benefit from a fellow-creature,, we do not fix our at- 
tention on the hand that beftows it, and own our ob- 
ligation to that; it is the kind difpofition of our. 
benefa£lor which affefls us, and excites our grati- 
tude. In like manner, the bleffmgs of providence 
are to be received with thankfgiving,. becaufe they 
are the fruits of divine favour. That is the fource 
of all our fupplies, fmce by our offences againft 
God we have forfeited every enjoyment. Let us. 
then pay our conllant acknowledgments to him for 
them, and fay with the grateful patriarch, ♦• I am 
not worthy of the lea ft of all the mercies, and of all 
the truth, which thou haft fliewed unto thy fer- 
vant." 

Ka We 






We mufl: ftlU recolteft the diftmflion already ob-i 
ferved, between God's fpecial favour to his own 
children, and that which is common to all men. 
As to the latter, it is extended to the good and the 
bad, thejuft and the unjuft. " No man knoweth 
either love or hatred, by all that is before him. 
All things come alike to all, there is one event to 
the righteous and to the wicked ; to the good and 
to the clean, and to the unclean ; to him tl>at facri- 
ficeth, and to him that facrificeth not: As is th^ 
good, fo is the finner; and he that fweareth, as he 
that feareth an oath.'' God is good to all, and hi» 
tender mercies are over all his works. Ev^n hi» 
avowed enemies often partake bfgely of his bounty. 

But let it be obferved, that God's peculiar fa* 
your is infinitely better than all outward and worldly 
enjoyments. Thyre is fo great a diffi&rence be- 
tween thefe, that they will not bear a comparifont 

Among the ancient heathen philofophers ther^ 
were long difputations about the chief good of man, 
They bewildered themfelves in endlefs inquiries, 
und were unable, after all their refearches, to bring 
the matter to any fatisfaftoiy conclufion. But di^ 
vine revelation determines the point at once. The 
chief good of man confifts in the enjoyment of the 
divine favour. That alone cotiftitutcs his complete 
felicity, «* There be many,*' fays the Pfalmift, 



eOD's TAVOUR, 113 

•• that fay. Who will fliew us any good ? But, 
Loi'd, lift thou up the light of thy countenance 
upon us." Let us be affured of thy favour, and 
. we aflt no more. Let others make the beft of what 
this world can afford; 

Yea, let them ftretch their arms like feas, 

And grafp in all the (hore ; 
Grant us the vifits of thy face. 

And we defire no more; 

The favour of God is the fpring. and fountain 
ef all favours; and without difpute, the original 
caufe hath more in it than the effefts. His favour 
is a full and plentiful inheritance, for he is the foun- 
tain of living waters, while created comforts are 
but broken cifterns,. which, can hold no water. 

His favour alone can fatisfy the boundlefs crav- 
ings of a rational and immortal foul. Created com- 
forts cannot do it. This only gives folid peace and 
q^uietnefs to the otherwife reftlefs mind, and af- 
fords full contentment to all its enlarged wiflies. 
The Author of our being formed our fouls for him- 
felf, and they will never be at reft till they centre 
in him. " Hearken diligently unto me, and eat 
ye that which is good, and let your foul delight 
itfelf in fatnefs ; I will make an everlafting cove- 
nant with you,, even the fure mercies of David.'' 

K 3 The 
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The foul of man is fpiritual in its nature, and 
therefore carnal and corporeal objefts cannot be a 
fuitable good for it. He is denominated a foolifli 
man, who would tay to his foul, *• Soul take thine 
eafe, — thou haft goods laid up for many years,** 
What were thefe goods to his foul ? There is no 
proportion between earthly goods and the craving* 
of the foul. But the favour of God, the enjoy- 
ment of infinite excellence, is a fuitable good for 
it. The fprinkling of the dew moiftens the furface 
t>nly of the grafs and herbs of the field, but when 
God fends a plentiful rain to water his inheritance, 
the foil itfelf is faturized, and the parched ground 
drinks its fill, and is fatisfied. It is thus with the 
foul when it is filled, as theapoftle fpeaks, with all 
the fiilnefs of God. A fpiritual good alone fults 
the nature of fpiritual faculties and capacities. 

The favour of God is to be defired for itfelf, as 
the ultimate objeft of our wifhes. Created enjoy- 
ments are only defirable for inferior ends. Bread 
is defirable to fatisfy hunger, and phyfic for the re- 
covery of health ; but God is to be defired for 
what he is in himfelf, and' the produftions of his 
hand only in fubordination to him. All created 
things muft be referred to their great Original, as 
the efficient caufe and end of them* They may be 
confidered as helps to a man in his journey, but 

they 
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they are not the end to which his views fhould be 
direftcd. 

The fevour of God is an independent good. 
The foul that enjoj's it has ehough to conftitute its^ 
bappinefs in thfe ab fence 'of 'created objefts. The 
felicity of the 'faints in^ heaven is not dependent on 
any thing external. The vifion and enjoyment of 
God conftitute all theirblifi. Bleffed are the pure 
in heart, for they (hall f(ie God. He himfelf fliall 
be with them, aud be their God. This U the fum 
t)f their happinefs. And thus it }s, in an inferior 
degree, with holy fouls on earth. 

The favour of God is an infinite good. It can 
at once fill and fatisfy millions and millions of the 
fpirits of good men made perfeft in heaven, as well 
as faints on earthy ^ Th6 natural furi gives light only 
to one hemifphere at a time, but the light of God's 
countenance, in a glorious rfianner, diffufes celef- 
tial felicity through all the regions of paradife at 
the fame period. All the bleffed angels and faints 
above enjoy the full beams of God's favour, and 
the more diftant rays of it gladden many hearts upon 
earth. That which fills and fatisfies both heaven 
and earth at once, though in different proportions, 
muft needs be infinite. 

The favour of God is unmixed, pure, and per- 
feft, like the pure river of the water of life, clear 

as 
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as cryftal. The full enjoyment of it gives light 
and no darknefs, health and no ficknefs, life and 
no death, blefling and no curfe, fulnefs of joy, and 
no forrow. Even in this lower world, fo far as 
the light of God's countenance ihines upon the 
Ibuls of his children,, and is not intercepted with 
the fogs and miils. of ignorance, fears and guilt, 
there is no defeft in it.. In worldly enjoyments 
diereare mixtures of yexation of fpirit, and there- 
fore they are but vanity. But the favour of God 
is,, as confidered initfelf, aa unmixed and perfeQ 
goodl 

The favour of God is likewife very powerful. 
It can at once ciu-e the foul of all its complaints. 
It can fcatter tlie- clouds of darknefs,, remove all 
doubts ahd fears^ and drive away fad and melan- 
choly thoughts in a- moment.. *' In the multitude of 
my thoughts within me, thy comforts delight my 
foul." No- comforts have fuch efficacy as God-s 
comforts. Carnal mirth is like the crackling of 
thorns under a pot. In the midft of laughter the 
heart is forrowful, and the end of diat mirth is hea- 
vinefs. But the beamings of God's favour can 
raife the foul from the loweft flate of dejeftion and 
difconfolation. His favour can turn our darkneli 
into day, our diftraftion into perfeft peace, our 
jftorm into a calm, our mourning into joy, and our 

very 
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rcry hell inio heaven. ^ *' BehoJd/for peace I had 
;reat bltternefs; but thou haft, in love to my foul, 
lelivered it from the pit of corruption ; for thou haft 
:aft all my fins behind thy back. Thou haft turned 
"or me my mourning into joy, thou baft put. off my 
ackcloth, and girded me withgladnefs^'* 

The favour of God is a fure and certain good. 
This cannot be ' laid of any earthly enjoyment. 
rhey are all uncertain to the poffefror, A proud 
felf-fufficient man once made his boaft, that there 
^ere three things which iie cowldnot lofe, his learn- 
ng, his riches,., and tipie king's iiavoivu:, , But he 
proved to be deceived in thijj his . vain confidence. 
He loft all the three idols of his heart. His prince'i 
favour was capricioufly withdrawn, his wealth, was 
taken from him, and to complete the meafure of his 
calamity, he loft his reafon, and confequently his 
learning. But the favour of God is conftant, per- 
manent, and everlafting. The grace itbeftows is, 
at length, perfefted in glory. The path of the juft 
is like a fhining light, which fliines more and more 
unto the per f eft day. 

Reader, the hints which I have here given you 
ire but fliortj but I hope yqu will think them wor- 
thy of your ferious attention. Review them, weigh 
them well, and may almighty grace determine your 
[leart to look for all your felicity from that merci- 
ful ?ind gracious Being whofe favour is life ! 
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When fancy fpreads her boldefi wings^ 

And wanders unconfin'd, 
Amid th* unbounded fcene of thin^ 

Which enlertain the mind i 

In vain I trace creation o'er, 

In fearch of facred reft ; 
The whole creation is too poor. 

Too mean, to make me bleft. 

In vain would this low^ world employe 

Each flattering fpecious wile; 
There's nought can yield fubftantial joy- 

But my Creator's fmile^ 

Let earth and all her charms depart,. 

Unworthy of the mind ; 
In God alone this reftlefs heart 

Jin equal good can find. 

Great Spring of all felicity. 

To whom my wiflies tend, 
Do not thefe wifhes rife from thee, 

And in thy favour end ? 

Thy favour. Lord, is all I want, 

Here would ray fpirit reft ; 
O feal the rich, the boundlefs grant, 

And make me fully bleft I 

CHA) 
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iTke SulgeS farther irnproved, ly Way ofConviUion^ 

TF the favour of God l)e the life of his children, 
they muft be in an unhappy condition who have 
no reafon to Relieve themTelves in a ftate of accept- 
ance with him. To live and die under the dif- 
pleaTure of the Moft High, is miferable indeed. 
It had been Tjetter for fuch, as our Lord faid con- 
cerning Judas ^ if they had never "been horn. O 
fiiiners, how can you live, how dare you die in 
Tuch a ftate? If the great Judge of the world dif- 
own you at laft, who do you think will take pity 
on you? By what ftrange expedient do you fortify 
your minds again ft the terrors of that awful day ? 
Can you eat, drink, fleep, and purfue your diver- 
fions, while you are yet in a ftate of enmity with 
God? 

Perhaps you mind not thefe tilings, but put off 
all thought of the affairs of your fouls, and of what 
will become of you hereafter. This is aftonifliing in- 
deed, fince you are not affured of one hour's longer 
continuance in fhis world. But what will you do 
in the day of vifitatron, when the king of terrors 
makes his approach ? Can you hope for an exemp- 
&ovi from the awful ftroke of his killing hand? Or 
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€an you expeft a reprieve when he is commiflionei 
to make you his prey ? You furely cannot fuppofe 
that you fhall die. like a brute, and know neither 
happinefs^nor mifery when life is gone. You can- 
not be fo foolifli as to imagine, that if there be a 
ftate of future happinefs, you can enter into it with- 
out reconciliation with God. You cannot think 
of poffeflifig it in a way direftly contrary to his 
word and will. Life is in Gpd*s favour. I .may 
fay to him who is the enemy of the Almighty, as 
h was faid to AbimekcAp " Thou art but a dead 
man." 

If you are in this ftate you have no fpiritual life, 
but are dead in trefpafles and fins. Though you 
have a name to live, you are ftill dead. A dead 
carcafe may be dreffed and adorned in a fplendid 
manner, but its ornaments will not give it life. He 
who is not in a ftate of friendfliip with God, what- 
ever gifts or talerits he may pofTefs, or whatever 
duties he may perform, is ftill in a ftate of death. 

He is likewife under the fentence of condemna- 
tion. The law paffes this fentence upon him ; the 
word of God declares him to be condemned al- 
ready. By fm he has forfeited all right even to 
the comforts of this life, though it pleafes the Fa- 
iher of mercies to beftow them upon him, yet he 
is \f\xi in tjae ftate of the condemned, there is no 

mo» 
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Inomerit of his life in which he is not liable to the 
Execution of that awful fentence which the law 
pafles upon him. His life hangs in doubt, and 
depends on the mercy of his offended Judge. The 
almighty Sovereign has declared, that the workers 
jof iniquity fliall be ciit off, that he is angry with the 
wicked every day ; if they turn not he will whet 
liis fword, he hath bent his Uow and made it re,ady ; 
he hath prepared for them the inftruments of death. 

How then, O finner, can you be thoughtlefs and 
Tecure, how can you reft quietly under the weight 
of all your crimes, and in fo much danger ? You 
4uiow not that you fliall live another day, anothei* 
hour. Death may meet you at your board, in youc 
bed, in the field, or on the high way, and at once 
remove you from this world to another. You may 
le of the number of thofe who pcrifh at the rebuke 
-of his countenance. When he fends the ghaftly 
mcffenger to fummonyou away, you cannot evade 
the call. 

But what is ftill more awful, if you die in a ftate 
of impenitence, you will immediately enter on the 
bitter pangs of eternal death. O confider what 
it will be to have your fouls everlaftingly baniflied 
from the favourable prefence of God, and fhut up 
in darknefs and perpetual defpair. Can you read 
Ijuch awakening declarations as the following, with- 
L ovxl 
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out trembling? ** He (hall take vengeance on them 
that know not God, and that obey not the gofpel of 
our Lord Jefus Chrift : who (hall be puniflied with 
everlafting deftruflion from the prefence of the 
Lord, and from the glory of his power !" Though 
you can now live contented without the enjoyment 
of God's favour, your eyes will then be opened te 
fee the infinite value of it. 

The withdrawings of the light of God's counte- 
nance for a time, have filled holy fouls in this world 
with deep diitrefs and forrow. What then will it 
be to lie-expofed to his awful indignation for ever? 
Your vain and delufive hopes, O finners, will then 
exift no more, the felf-flattering delufion will be 
at an end. Your fenfual delights will be over; in 
the room of them, there will be weeping and wail- 
ing and gnafhing of teeth, drinking of the wine of 
the wrath of God, poured out without mixture. 
O dreadful ftate of hopelefs mifery, where their 
worm dielh not, and where the fire is -not quenched! 

Think, O finnei's, on ^he dangerous condition 
of your poor fouls, while there is yet hope of flee- 
ing from the wrath to come. There is but a ftep 
between you and death, between you and that ever- 
lafling punifhmerrt prepared for the devil and his 
angels. Your breath is in your noftrils, when that 
departs^ your everlafting ftate is unalterably fixed. 

Your 
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Tbur hearts, I fear, are hardened through the de- 
ceitfulnefs of fin, fo that the threatening^ of God, 
your Maker, and your Judge, make no impreffions 
on them. Is not this a fad indication that you arc 
ripening for ruin? You are fleeping on the bed of 
carnal fecurity, yet your judgment lingereth not# 
_ Think on the miferablfe condition of thofe un- 
happy men,, who were once as carelefs and as un- 
concerned as you can be,- but are now lifting up 
dieir eyes in hell, being in torments, and crying in 
vain for a drop of water to cool their tongues. They 
are execrating thofe days of vanity, when they ^ 
lived in this world as you do now. They are call- 
ing themfelves a thoufand fools, for that ftupidity, 
that forgetfulnefs of God, that difregard of the 
threatcnings of his wrath, and of the promifes of 
his mercy, of which you are now living examples. 
And. ancient writer ufed to fay, " I would not 
for all the world be in the ftate of an unconverted 
inan for one hour, left, in that hour, death fhould 
out me off, and the dungeon of eternal darknefs 
receive me." What fliall I fay to you, O poor 
unconcerned finners, to roufe you from your fatal 
fecurity? Who can dwell with devouring &rel 
Who can dwell with everlafting burnings ! Will 
you not begin ferioully to inquire how you fliall 
efcape that dreadful and never-ending punifliment, 
L 2 which 
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which is the juft reward of your muhlplied tranC 
greflions ? Muft it always be the lot of poor minif- 
tcrs to labour in vain, and to fay, with the lament- 
ing prophet, •* Who hath believed our report ?** If 
you die in a ftate of impenitence, you will lAoft 
certainly feel, ere long, what you will not now be- 
lieve. The thrcatenings of God's holy word will 
not fall to the ground. In the latter day, when all 
hope is paft, you will confider them, and feel to 
your coft, that it is a fearful thing to fall into the 
hands of the living God. You fay, ** I fhall have 
peace though I walk in the way of my own heart,'* 
but it will be feen by and by, whofe word fliall 
ftand, yours, or that of the God of truth. Death 
andjudgment will decide the controverfy. 

Perhaps fome will fay, ** You are very harfli and 
fevere; why do you dwell fo much upon God*$ 
favour ? Will he difown his creatures ? We hope 
he is more merciful than you would reprefent him." 

To this I anfwer, by aflcing fuch perfons, ** Do 
you imagine that all men are in a ftate of acceptance 
with their Maker? Do you think that none fliall 
be hereafter punifhcd for their crimes? If you will 
pot believe the awful declarations of his own mouth, 
\)ut make the God of truth a liar, you will be con- 
vinced of your miftake, when conviflion will come 
too late, and coft you dear. Hath he not faid» that 

he 
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he will not be merciful to any wicked and iropeni- 
tcpt tranfgreflbr? Hath he not faid of fome, *' They 
are a people of no underftanding, therefore he that 
made them will have no mercy on them, he that 
formed them will (hew them no favour ?" 

How dreadful is the ftate of that man who can- 
not be happy unlefs God falfify his word, but who 
muft perifli if his word be true ! He hath faid moft 
pofitively, for fubftance, that impenitent perfons arc 
not in his favour, that unconverted, unholy men 
cannot be faved, yet you hope it may be otherwife: 
riiat is to fay, you hope that he who fpeaks to you 
in his facred word, is not God ; for, if he be God, 
he muft be holy, righteous, juft and true, and not 
altogether fuch a one as yourfelves. But know, O 
finners, that juftice and judgment arc the habita- 
tion of his throne. He will by no means clear the 
guilty, the perfevering (inner. He will reprove 
you, and fetyour* fins in order before you. Con- 
Gder this, ye that forget God, left he tear you in 
pieces, and there be none to deliver you. 

There are fome perfons who may be called pre- 
^umers on God*s favour. They imagine themfelves 
n a ftate of acceptance with their Maker, yet have 
lo fcriptural evidence of their being fo. But that 
:onfidence, which. is not fupported by the divine 
vord, is no better than prefumption. A poor man 
L 3 may 
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may imagine that a diftant relation, who is very 
rich, will bequeath to him a confiderable part of 
his inheritance; but if he has no promife, nor any 
kind of intimation from the proprietor of the eflatc, 
ihat he will do fo, the poor man*s expeftation is ill 
founded; in faft it is prefumption. It is like the 
wild conceit of the infatuated Athenian, who ima- 
gined that every Ihip which entered the harbour 
was his own. In matters of religion, we often 
iindthofe perfons themofl confident, who have the 
Icaft ground or reafon to be fo. 

There is a manifeft difference between a pre- 
fumptuous {inner, and a man of real piety. The 
one is bold and confident, without any regard to 
the declarations of God in his facred word ; the 
other is jealous over himfelf, left he fhould be de- 
ceived, and often diftrefTed with fears and mifgiv- 
ings of mind. The one talks of nothing but the 
mercy of God, without any regard to his holinefs, 
hisjufticeandhis truth. The other is affefted with 
that view of the divine charafter which is given 
us in the bible. He trembles before the Majefty of 
a fm-avenging God; and can take no encourage- 
ment from any propofed fyflem, which does not 
difcover how divine juftice can be fatisfied for the 
offences he has committed, as well as mercy dif- 
played in pardoning them. Nothing can give his 
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wounded confcience rdief, but that which fecures 
due honour to God, in all his attributes. 

The prefuming finner regards notliing fo much 
as his own fecurity from dellruftron; the gracious 
man- is concerned, not only about the pardon of 
his {ins, and the juftlfication of his perfon, but 
about the purification of his heart, and the confor- 
mity of his life to the will of God. He hungers 
and thirfts after righteoufnefs, and cries with the 
Pfalraift, ** O that ray ways were direfted to keep 
thy ftatutes ! Then fhall I not be afhamed when I 
have refpeft to all thy commandments." He knows^ 
that though the falvation of the foul is entirely of 
the free grace of God, through the atonement of 
Jefus Chrift, yet where that falvation is expe- 
rienced in reality, the fruits of it will be apparent. 
This confidejcation prevents him from being too 
bold and confident in concluding upon his intereft 
in the divine favour. It is far from being my in- 
tention to encourage a ftate of fufpence, of doubt- 
ing, and of diftruft, in the minds of fincere chrif- 
tians. Let not fuch cafl away their confidence, but 
rather let them give diligence to the full affurance 
of hope to the end. The reader (hould remember, 
that I am now addreding myfelf to fuch as prefume 
that they are in God's favour, on Improper and un- 
certain grounds. For infiance. 

One 
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One man thinks himfelf In God's favour, heczuk 
he is indulged with worldly profperity. But this 
we have feen is an improper conclufion. Another 
thinks well of his ftate becaufe he is* attended with 
many troubles and calamities. But affli£lions arc 
no figns of favour, unlefs they are fanftified, and 
produce the peaceable fruits of righteoufnefs in thofc 
who are exercifed thereby. One thinks his flatc 
good becaufe he hears tlie word preached regularly, 
and enjoys the ordinances of God in their appointed 
feafons. But many will fay at laft, ** We have 
eaten and drunk in thy prefence, and thou haft 
- taught in our ftreets ;'* to whom the great Judge will 
reply, ** I never knew you." Another concludes 
he is one of God's chiMren, becaufe he has acquired 
a good degree of religious knowledge, can talk 
fluently on divine fubje61s, and expipfs himfelf in 
prayer with great realinefs and propriety. But let 
him remember, that Judas had gifts as well as the 
reft of the apoftles ; and though a perfjn could 
fpeak with the tongues of men and angels, and have 
not charity, be is nothing. 

One man thinks himfelf in the favour of God, 
becaufe his life is very different to what it was at a 
former period. But reformation is not regenera- 
tion. ' An ther concludes he is the obje^it of God's 
love, becaufe he is bountiful and liberal to the nc- 

ceIIitou5» 



GODHJ FAVOUR. tZg 



eeflitous. But though I fliould give all my goods 
to feed the poor and have not charity,' I am no- 
ting. One man is perfuaded of his intereft in 
God's favour, becaufe he every day offers up many 
prayers, and attends to other religious duties. But 
Lhe hypocritical pharifees made long prayers ; and 
Sau/t before his converfion, thought hirafelf blame* 
lefs touching the righteoufnefs which ik of the law. 
Ajiother concludes it is well with him, becaufe he 
finds pleafure and joy in religious exercifes. But 
let him read with ferious attention the parable of 
die fower. A certain clafs of profeffors are there 
dcfcribed, who heard the word with joy, but hav- 
ing no root in themfelves, their profefTion came to 
nothing. From all thefe hints it is plain, that a 
man may eafily flatter himfelf into a miftaken con*^ 
fidence of hisi)eing in the favour of God, and think 
himfelf fomething when in faft he is nothing, and 
{o deceive his own foul. 

Many of the things which I have mentioned are 
in themfelves good and commendable; but they are 
not fufficient evidences of God's fpecial favour.. 
More fubftantial and fatisfying grounds fhould be 
inquired after, according to the word of God, 
There is no cafe in which men are more liable to 
Reception than that which is now under our tonfi- 
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deration; nor is there- any cafe in. which a decep 

tion is attended with greater danger. 

The prophet Micah had to do witha feltflattering 
race oF men in his day, who faid, "Is not the Lord 
among us? No evil can come onto us J' AJasl 
poor finners ; it is not your bold and unQiaken con- 
fidence of fafety, but fcriptural evidence, that is 
to be regarded, in this weighty concern. It is aw- 
ful to hear deluded finners fpeak of their derated 
hopes ol being in God's favour, while it is evident 
from the temper oi their minds, and the whole ■ 
conduft of their lives, that they have neither: part * 
nor lot in this matter, but are in the gall of bitter- 
nefs, and in the bond of iniquity.. Can you be in 
God's favour who never experienced a real change 
from nature to grace ? You who were never deli- 
vered from the power of darknefs, never tranflated 
into the kingdom of God's dear Son^? You who 
never knew what evangelical repentance means; 
who never liaAyour hearts purified by faith ia tic 
divine Saviour ? 

Can you imagine yourfelves to be in God*s fa» 
vour, who never devoted yourfelves to him, to be 
gpverncd, ruled and guided by him ? You who are 
fati&fied with the mere form of godlinefs without its 
power? You who t^^e pleafure in fecret fins,.livo 
iathem^and are unwilling to part with them? Have 

y(ML 



you never read, never ferioufly confidered, the 
words of the. pious Pfalmift, " If I regard iniquity 
in ray heart, the Lord will not hear my prayer." 

The world may flatter you ; if you feek thepraife 
of men, you may have your reward. Even good 
men, in the judgment of charity, may .be difpofed 
.o think well of you. You may have quietnefs in 
frour own confciences, and lull yourfelves to fleep 
3n the bed of fecurity, and ftill be in a ftate of the 
yreate ft danger. Like the foolifli virgins, you may 
3ome to a Ihut door at la ft, when he from within 
will fay unto you, ^ 'Depart from me, I know you 
not, ye workers of iniquity." O that you may fee 
jrour danger before it be too late ! Read with fe- 
rioufnefs the parable juft referred to, I mean that 
of the ten virgins. The foolifli ones faw their er- 
ror when, alas ! it could not be refl:ified. They 
applied indeed to the wife, but their application 
was fruitlcfs. In vain they cried, ** Lord, Lord, 
o^n to us." The door of mercy was fliHt for ever, 
and the workers of iniquity utterly and finally dif. 
owned., " Behold, now is the accepted time, now 
is theday of falvation." But to thofe who trifle the 
golden moments away in folly and delufion, there 
will remain nothing but the blacknefs of darknefs 
for ever. 



O death, thou king of terrors ! dreadful naMie! 
What tongue can e'er defcribe, what pencil draw 
The fcenes of horror which furround thy throne ? 
Olet me then, arous*d, refleft in time, 
And make this awful, this important theme 
Familiar to my thoughts ! Awake, my foul, 
Nor, carelefs, fluniber on the brink of fate. 
'Midft conftant warnings, calls and admonitions, 
Can I be unconcerned ? — At length mine eyes, 
JiOng held in mills, blinded with vifions falfe, 
-Begin to open on the fcene before me. 
XiCt idly-a£live fancy now no more 
.Spread her deluding colours to my view> 

O may I feek, while mercy points the way^ 
A firm, clear title to thofe bleft abodes 
Prepar'd for holy fouls, beyond the ftars! 
That when this tott'ring tabernacle fails, 
This houfe of clay, which (hakes with ev'ry w1nd> 
Shall be diffolvr'd, and fall to duft and ruin,.. 
My happy foul, rcnew'd by grace divine, 
And wafh'd in my Redeemer's blood, may rife 
To dwell with him in heav'n ! Then fhall I know 
That in the favour of my God is life. 

CHAFv 
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<:hap. IX. 
3%^ SubjeS farther improved by Way of Conyidion. 

- "^^E have already obferved that the fpecial fa- 
vour of God is manifeftly dlftina from the 
common bleflings and bounties of his indulgent 
providence. Thefe latter inftances of favour are 
too often abufed, by thofe on whom they are li- 
berally beftowed. They certainly ought to be 
improved fo as to humble us under a fenfe of our 
fins, and to lead us to repentance of them. To this 
purpofe the apoftle Paul writes to the Romans. 
" Defpifeft thou the riches of his goodnefs, and 
forbearance, and long-fuffering, not knowing that 
the goodnefs of God leadeth thee to repentance?" 
Thefe filkea cords of kindnefs (hould draw our 
hearts nearer to God. His goodnefs fliould attraft 
our affeftions to himfelf. 

Had you received a thoufandth part of the kind- 
nefs from men, which you daily receive from the 
Almighty, you would be affefted by it, and think 

• yourfelves under great obligations to thofe who 

had (hewn you fuch kindnefs. And (hall all the 

kindnefs of your Maker be loft upon you? Where, 

in this cafe, is your gratitude, your ingenuoufnefs 

No.vxn. .. M of 
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of fpirit ? What returns do you make ? Much is re- 
quired of thofe on whom much is beftowed. If no 
proper ufe be made of the abundant blefllngs of 
providence, if they are not improved to a proper 
end, the reckoning will be awful at laft, in the great 
day of accounts. It appears to have been our Lord's 
intention to make us fenfible of this, in the parable 
of the talents. Thofe who made no proper ufe of 
their lord's money, with which they were intrud- 
ed, are denominated flothful and wicked fervants^ 
and dealt with accordingly. 

The prophet's obfervation is verified in many 
inftances ; ** Let favour be fliewed to the wicked^ 
yet will he not learn righteoufnefs." To be un- 
moved and unhumbled amid ft innumerable in- 
ftances of providential kindnefs, is a fad indication 
that we are of the number of thofe whom the di- 
vine word denominates wicked men. That perfon 
is in a dangerous condition, upon whom the moft 
likely means to produce repentance have no efFe£L 
That ground muft be bad which the common me- 
-thods of cultivation, and the ftiowers of Heaven 
do not make fruitful. Awful are the words of the 
apoftle to the Hebrews ; they fliould be read with 
fear and trembling by fuch perfons as we are now 
addrefling ; ** The earth which drinketh in the rain 
that cometh oft upon it, and bringeth forth herbs 

meet 
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meet for them by whom it is dreffed, receiveth blef- 
fing from God; but that whicKbeareth thorns and 
briers, is rejefted, and is nigh unto curfing ; whofe 
end is to be, burned.'* 

But there is another clafs of men ftill more im- 
pious than thofe to whom we have been fpeaking ; 
thofe, we mean, who pervert the favours of provi- 
dence to a wrong ufe and end. Their conduft 
fomewhat refembles that of thofe ungodly men, who 
turn the grace of God into lafcivioufnefs. They 
make ufe of the bleflings of God's goodnefs, as 
provifion^ for the flefh to fulfil the lufts thereof, in 
gluttony,, drunkennefs, pride, and impurity. In 
their hands, the bounties of Heaven become weap- 
ons of unrighteoufnefs, incentives to fin, and in- 
firuments whereby they may ferve Satan, and the 
more fuccefsfully promote his diabolical caufe a- 
mong men. He whofe goodnefs they thus wretch- 
edly pervert and abufe, will moft affuredly refent 
their conduft. The whole creation groans under 
the weight of their guilt. 

The Lord fays concerning rebellious Ifratl^ by 
the prophet Hofea^ '* She did not know that I gave 
her corn, and wine, and oil, and multiplied her 
filver and gold, which they prepared for BaaL 
Therefore will I return, and take away my com in 
the time thereof, and my wine in the feafon thereof, 
M 2 and 
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and will recover my wool and my flax.'* What 
pity is it that God's indulgence fliould be abufed to 
his diflionour! The more his bounty fhines on per- 
verfe and rebellious men, the more luxuriant is the 
growth of their vicious habits. But it will ap- 
pear by and by, that as God hath favours to be^ 
flow, he hath alfojuftice to execute his threatened 
difpleafure. Though fentence againft evil works 
be not executed fpeedily, let not the hearts of the 
children of men be fully fet in them to do evil ; for 
the day is coming when abufed goodnefs will no 
longer forbear. Indignation and wrath, tribidation 
and anguifli fhall be awarded to every foul of man 
who continueth to do evil. 

Where grace can neither melt nor move. 
The Lamb refents his injured love. 
Awakes his wrath without delay. 
And JudbJCs Lion tears the prey. 

The fubjeft will furnifh us with a word of con- 
viftion alfo for thofe who put no value upon God's 
fpecial favour. Among thefe, fome there are who 
are more defirous of friendfhip with the great men 
of this world, than of friendfhip with God. An 
ambitious purfuit after the honour which cometh 
from men is one of the grand obllruftions to true 
faith, and real piety. *' How can ye believe who 

re. 
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receive honour one of another, and feek not the ho- 
nour which Cometh from God only ?" The apoftle 
tdls us, that the friendfhip of this world is enmity 
with God, and, confequently, that if any man will 
be, at all events, the friend of the world, he is the 
enpmyof God. Mo/is fui a proper value on the 
divine favour, when he efteemed even the reproach 
of Chrift greater riches than the treafures o{^£gypt. 

It is an high attainment to be able to fay, with 
truth and fmcerity, • Lord, let me have thy favour, 
though, in my adherence to thee, I (hould forfeit 
the ipgard ei every man upon earth.* Reader, 
connaer within yourfelf, what good the favour of 
the great can do you in the hour of death, or at the 
jbiy of judgment. Can they give bail for you, 
•when you are arretted by the king of terrors? Can 
Aey ftand forth in your defence at the awful bar 
of God ? Nay, can their friendfhip even free you 
either from pangs of confcience, of pains of body ? 
In thefe cafes , they can afford no help, when help 
is mod of all needed. The favour of God alone 
can anfwer thefe purpofes. Yet upon this few men 
put any proper value. 

But there are others of difpofitions ftill more bafe 
and, fordid, who prefer impure and fenfual gratifi- 
cations to the favour of the Moft High. They 
have no concern about friendfhip with their Maker; 
M 3 the 



138 LIFE IM 

the pleafures of (in, though but for a feafon, are all 
they crave. The apoftle Paul fpeaks of thefe with 
grief and indignation, " Whofe God is their belly, 
and whofe glory is in their fliame/' They make the 
gratification of carnal views and pleafures their prin- 
cipal aim ; the pampering of their own brutal ap- 
petites, in rioting and drunkennefs, chambering 
and wantonnefs, is their chief good. They even 
boaft of thofe things, which^ inftead of being to 
their honour, are fcandalous and difgraceful to hu- 
man nature. The end of fuch men, without re- 
pentance, we are aflured, is deftruftion. The 
world pafleth away, and the lull thereof, rat he 
that doth the will of God abideth for ever. The 
divine favour which real chriftians enjoy, will 
make them perfetliy and everlaftingly happy, when 
the fons of fenfuality are lifting up their eyes in 
hell, being in torments. 

Thefe men have their good things here ; they 
have fuch a meafure of the bounty of providence, 
as perhaps fome of God's dear children are denied; 
whofe lot it is to be pcjor in this world, but rich in 
fairh, and heirs of the kingdom which God has pre- 
pared for them that love him ; who entreat the 
divine favour with their whole hearts ; who eameftly 
long and daily pray tor the aflured tokens of it; 

and 
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and fuch {ball not be difappointed. But as the poet 
fings^. 

Foots never raife their thoughts fo high, 
Like-brutes they live, like brutes they die; 
Like grafs they flourifli, till thy breath 
Blaft them in everlafting death. 

Our Lord teaches us, in the parable of the rich 
man and Lazarus^ that in the world to come, the 
miferable fons of fenfuality will behold the felicity 
of ttjuife in heaven, whom they have feen in a ftate 
of affliQion and poverty upon earth; and that this 
difcovery will be a great aggravation of their own 
mifery. ** The rich man died, and was buried; and 
in hell he lifted up his eyes, being in torments, and 
faw Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bofom." 
He had a difcovery of the feat and company of the 
bleffed, which added weight to his own mifery, 
arid fo much the more, as. there he beheld poor Za- 
zarus^ whom he had formerly neglefted and def- 
pifed, in a ftate of perfetl tranquillity, honour and 

joy- 

O how terrible and infupportable will the reflec- 
tions of thofe men be in that day, who have lived 
only after the flefh, and had no regard for the fa- 
vour of him, on whom all our felicity depends! 

Reader^ 
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Reader, defcend with me, by way of contemplation, 
into the difmal abodes of horror and defpair, and 
liften, for a moment, to the cries and lamentations 
of one of thofe loll fouls, who once wallowed in 
fenfual delights, and lived without God in the world. 
" Woe is me, wretch that I am ! This is the end 
of my ungodly courfes, the juft reward of my cVil 
deeds. I lived regardlefs of my own everlafting 
welfare. I difregarded the awful threatenings of 
that juft and holy Being, whofe anger now falls 
upon me, like a confuming fire. I took pleafore 
in that which his foul abhors ; I made a mc^k of 
fin ; but I now find that it bites like a ferpent, and 
ftings like an adder. In vain were friendly warn- 
ings given me; in vain was I told, from time to| 
time, that deftruftion Ihould be to the workers of 
iniquity. I hardened myfelf in impiety, and caft off 
the fear of the Almighty. I flattered myfelf in my 
own deceivings and cried peace and fafety, till fud- 
den •deftru3ion came upon me, as travail upon a 
woman with child; and now,0 hopelefs condition! 
there is no way of efcape. I faid unto God, De- 
part Jrom mty I defire not the knowledge of thy waySf 
I fought not his favour, I had no regard for friend- 
Ihip with him. Upon this I put no value. And 
now, I am for ever cut off from all hope of enjoy- 
ing bis blifsful prefence. The fentence is jufl 

which 
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which configns me over to thefe doleful regions of 
-€verlafting mifery, where tlie worm dieth not, 
where the fire which con fumes me is never to be 
quenched! Thofe happy fouh, whofe Kves of 
penitence, piety and devotion on earth I counted 
TOiidnefs, are now numbered with the faints, and 
enjoy the blifs of heaven, while I am for ever ex- 
cluded! I now find to my coft that the wages of fin 
is death. I am loft, loft for ever. Deftruclion is 
come upon me from the prefence of the Lord, and 
from the g\ory of bis power Z*^ 

PeAaps fome into whofe hands thefe papers may 
fall, may be confcious within themfelves that they 
have been hitherto indifferent about the favour of 
God. Knowing the terrors of the Lord, we would 
gladly perfuade fuch to take this fubjeft into ferious 
confideration. It is not a vain thing, a concern of 
little moment ; it is for your life ; as it is only in the 
divine favour that life is to be enjoyed. How fhall 
ye efcape eternal death, if ye neglefl: the meffages 
of falyation ! Perhaps your language, your beha- 
viour^ your whole converfation, and even your 
coixfcience bear witnefs again ft you, that you are 
in the gall of bitternefs, and in the bond of iniquity. 

Permit me to aflc you. Are your cares, your 
hopes, your fears, your exercifes of mind employed 
about peace and friendfliip with God, through Jefus 

Chrift? 
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Chrlft ? Do you ferioufly examine yourfelf whether 
you be in the faith ? Can you, ,like the Pfalmift, 
addrefs your Maker with fincerity, and fay, " I 
entreated thy favour with my whole heart ; be mer- 
ciful unto me according to thy word." Are your 
waking thoughts much employed about this greateft 
of all concerns ? What the Almighty once faid con- 
cerning the JewSy deferves particular notice. ** My 
people would not hearken to my voice, and Ifrad 
would none ot me.** They valued not ray friend- 
fliip or f'avour. ** So I gave them up unto their 
own hearts luft ; and they walked in their ownxoun- 
fels.*' It is a dreadful judgment, when finners are 
left to themfelves, to fill up the meafure of their 
iniquity, and to perifli in their own deceiving!?, 
^* Epkraim is joined to idols, let him alone." — It 
will be feen what his end will be ; what efForts he 
can ufe to fecure his heart from terror, and his foul 
from torment, in the day of awful vifitation.— 
Where will he then flee for help, and where will 
he leave his glory? I will laugh at his calamity, 
and mock when his fear cometh. Then fliall he 
call upon me, but I will not anfwer ; for that he 
hated knowledge, and did not chufe the fear of the 
I^rd ; he would none of my counfel, he defpifed 
all my reproof. 

I 
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-I might, in the laft place, addrefs myfelf to thofe, 
'vho not only difregard the favour of God them- 
ielves, but diflike and even perfecute the men who 
profefs their humble hope of intereft in it. But I 
know there is little profpeft of gaining the attention 
of fuchperfons, or of convincing them of the evil 
of their doings. They, who are in the flefh, have, 
in all ages, been difpofed, mor« or lefs, to perfe- 
cute thofe who are in the fpirit. They hate a man 
for his love to God, and ridicule him for his piety 
and devotion. When Stephen the martyr faid, I 
fee the heavens opened, and Jefus (landing at the 
■right hand of God, the frantic Jews^ with fatanic 
jage, exclaimed againft him, Hopped their ears, 
ran upon him Hke madmen, and ftoned him to 
death. 

Thofe wIk) make it the bufinefs of their lives to 
feek firft the kingdom uf God and his righteoufnefs, 
to purfue with becoming ardour the one thing need- 
ful, and to give diligence to make their calling and 
<lcSion fure, are often branded with the name of 
"hypocrites or enthufiafls. What Jefus faid to his 
difciples is found to be true, " Ye fhall be hated 
of all men for my name's fake. Men fhall revile 
you, and perfecute you, and fay all manner of evil 
againft you; but rejoice ye in that day, andbeex* 
ceeding glad, for great is your reward in heaven ; 

for 
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for fo perfecuted they the prophets which were be- 
fore you." 

Men of a perfecuting fpirit fhould beware left 
they be found fighting againfl; God. It is awful, 
not only to be regardlefs of the divine favour them- 
felves, but to take up arms again ft all thofe who 
are fceking to know their own perfonal intereft in 
it. Let fuch confider what the gracious Redeemer 
faid to Saul of Tar/iis, " Saul, Saul, wKy perfc- 
cuteft thou me ? It is hard for thee to kick againft 
the goads." Our divine Maimer will take the part 
of his fervants, and vindicate their caufe againft aU 
their oppofers. 

Lord, my wild paflions rage within. 

Nor thy commands obey ; 
And fle(h and fenfe, enflav'd by fin. 

Draw my be ft thoughts away. 

Do thou create my foul anew. 

Conform my heart to thine. 
Melt down my will, and let it flow. 

And take the mould divine. 

Seize my whole frame by thine own hand. 

My pow'rs to thee I bring; 
Mar age the wheels by thy command. 

And govern cv'ry fpring. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP X. 

€ SubjeS irhproved by Way of ConviBion to the 
real Children of God, 

TAVING, in the preceding chapter, addrefled 

thofe who are in a ftate of unrcgeneracy, I 

.11 now tnrn myfelf to fuch as have been called 

divine grace, out of darknefs into the marvel- 
is light of the gofpel. Thefe are in a ftate of rc- 
nciliation and friendfhip with God ; they have 
led that the Lord is gracious, and can bear wit- 
fs, by their own experience, that a fenfe of the 
rour of God is a privilege which may be en- 
^ed. Yet, as they have within them the depra- 
y of nature, and are prone to go aftray from the 
th of reftitude, it may be neceffary to attempt 
ne improvement of the fubjeft by way of con- 
Elion to them. The word of God is profitable, 
t only for doftrine, but for reproof, for correc- 
►n, and for inftruSion in righteoufnefs. 
It is poffible for you, my dear friends, to under- 
lue the privilege of friendfhip with your Malcer. 
is favour certainly ought to be efteemed by you^ 

all times, above every thing elfe that ca^ be 
jught of. You Ihould have fuch a lively fenfe of 
K0.V111. t. N \vv 
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its importance, as may conftrain you to fay, on all 
occafions, ** In his favour is life ; his loving-kind- 
nefs is better than life.'* But the objefts of fenfe 
are fo near you, and fo apt to captivate attention, 
that you perhaps too frequently lofe the fweet and 
comfortable fenfe of the love of God in Chrift Je- 
fus our Lord. 

Few of us, I fear, arc fo affefted with this fub- 
jcft as we ouglit to be. We do not ftir up our- 
felves, as the prophet fpeaks, to lay hold on God, 
to claim intereft in him, as reconciled to us through • 
the death of his Son. We do not labour to quicken 
- our dull and drowfy fouls, to afpire after an afTured 
evidence of his favour, and an habitual fenfe of the 
greatnefs of this privilege. We are too indifferent 
about it, and can live day after day, at eafc, with- 
out any peculiar manifeftation of our Father's love. 
Moft certainly it ought to be otherwife. We fome- 
times fit down pleafed and contented with the com- 
mon bleflings of his hand, without afpiring after 
Endeared communion, intimacy and fellowfhip with 
him who ftiould be our all in all. 

My dearly beloved, are the confolations of God 
fmall in your efteem? Have you but little regard 
for his tokens of favour ? Is it a matter of indif- 
ference with you, whether he lift up the light of 
his countenance upon you or not? The great con- 
cern 
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cem of the Redeemer upon earth, the important 
bufinefs he had to accompli fh by his agonies and 
his blood, was to reconcile you to God, that you 
might be brought into a ftate of friendfhip with 
him. This is the grand fubjeft of all the proihifcs 
of grace. The gofpel is the word of reconciliation. 
The office of the Holy Spirit is to make application 
of this to your hearts, and to give you the comforta- 
ble aflurance of it. The Lord, of life and glory 
•declares, that he waits to be gracious unto you* 
And is it poffible that you fhould be indifferent 
aliout it ! 

There is a day coming when an affured fenfe of 
4e divine favour will be deemed of the greateft im- 
portance by you, and when your former indif- 
ference about it will occafion painful refleftions*. 
Be afliamed then of your prefent fluggifhnefs. — 
Think within yourfelves, how unaccountable it is, 
that the children of God fliould^prize their Father's 
love no more. What can be of equal value with 
it? The full enjoyment of it conftitutes the felicity 
of that world to which all your wifhes and hopes 
are, or fhould be direfted. For in "the prefence 
of Jehovah is fulnefs of joy, and at his right hand 
are pleafures for evermore. If therefore you put 
not a proper value on it at prefent, it is too evident, 
that you are greatly defeftive as to your meetnef? 
N 2 for 
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for the inheritance of the faints in light. You 
want more fpirituality of mind, and heavenlinefs 
of temper. 

There are others of God*s children who fre- 
(jucntly call in queftion their own intereft in his 
favour. They are greatly difpirited, difcouraged, 
and dejefled on this account. They have many 
fears, jealoufies, and mifgivings of heart about it. 
Like the Pfalmift in his gloomy hours of defpon- 
dency, they remember God, and are troubled; 
they complain, and their fpirit is overwhelmed 
v/ith grief. They are ready to fay, *' I fear the 
Lord is not my God ; I fear I have no intereft in 
his favour," They approach to his throne with 
fad and forrowful hearts, or are kept at a diftance 
from him through fears of his difpleafure. And 
the more they think of their own finfulnefs and un- 
worthincfs, the more they are deterred from draw- 
ing nigh to him. Confcious guilt, and oppreffivc 
fears damp the fpirit of devotion. " My fins,** 
fays fuch a one, " hang heavy on my foul. I dare 
not lift up mine eyes to heaven. The juftice of 
the gi:eat Judge of all terrifies me, and his mercy, 
I fear, is far from me. My foul is fliut up in darfc- 
nefs, and my mind is filled with terror. I am afraid 
God will call my fins to remembrance, and infiead 
of enjoying the light of his countenance, I have 

rea- 
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reafon to fear he will look on me in his awful 
difpleafure. I dare not negleft the exercifes of de« 
votion which I know are matter of duty, but I can- 
not come boldly to the throne of grace, and cry, 
Abba, .Father." 

This uncomfortable ftate of mind is much to be 
lamented. Where is that fenfe of God's love, that 
truft in the divine mercy, that delight in God, that 
rejoicing in his falvation, to which we are every 
where encouraged ? Legal terrors prevail, in the 
joom of evangelical tendernefs, in many minds. 
The heart is full of fear, which fhould be con- 
ftrained by love. Devotion borders upon fervility, 
inftead of being the exercife of filial afFeftion. In 
Ae room of that reverence and godly fear which 
the divine word recommends, the poor foul is kept 
at diftance through a fpirit of bondage. 

Let fuch perfons contemplate the grace of the 
gpfpel, the complete redemption which is in Jefus 
Chrifi, his ability to fave to the uttermoft all that 
come to God by him, and the free promifes of 
grace and mercy. Jefus faid to his difciples, *' Ye 
(hall know the truth, and the truth fliall make you 
free." Such perfons would do well to conpder, 
that he* who is infinitely great and holy, is a)fp ir|- 
finitely gracious. His mercy triumphs over all 
die fins and unworthinefs of man. In mercy he dc- 
N 3 lights 
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lights. His favour is towards them that fear him ; 
he takes plcafure in thofe that hope in his mercy. 
It is his will that his poor unworthy children fhouid 
rejoice in his falvation, while they are deeply hum- 
hied for their offences again ft him. The joy of the 
Lord is their ftrength. Unbelief and defpondency 
tend to weaken their hands, to deprive them of com- 
fort, and to rob God of the glory due unto his 
name. 

Sometimes this gloomy ftate of mind is, in forac 
degree, occafioned by a mifinterpretation of provi- 
dential difpcnfdtions. You are vifited with per- 
fonal or domeftic affliftions, you fuftain heavy 
lofTes, or you meet with "continual difappointments 
in the concerns of this prefent world. And you 
conclude from thefe, that inftead of being interefted 
in God's favour, you are marked out as a monu- 
ment of his difpleafure. But this is not a juft in- 
terpretation of God*s myfterious difpenfations. In 
many paffages of his holy word, God afTures his 
children, that his heart is towards them when his 
afflifting hand is upon them. •• Whom the Lord 
. loveth hechafteneth, and fcourgeth every fon whom 
he receiveth. As many as I love I rebuke and 
chaften." His correftive rod is the rod of love. •• My 
fon, defpife not thou the chaftening of the Lord, 

nor 
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lor faint when thou art rebuked of him. ♦ Have 
^ou not read of glorying in tribulation ? Do you 
lever refleft on that, memorable paffage in the pro- 
>hecy of Habakkuk? •* Although the fig-tree fliall 
[lot bloITom, neither (hall fruit be in the vine, the 
labour of the olive (hall fail, and the fields (hall 
fvAA. no meat, the flock (hall be cut off from the 
[bid, and there fhall be no herd in the ftalls; yet 
[ will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of 
ny falvation.'* 

The Lord has feen it meet to lay his chaftening 
land upon you, and you faint under it. You are 
illed with fearful apprehenfions of his wrath, and 
"eady to fay, *' I am undone ; he is come to call 
ny fins to remembrance ; his arrows of indignation 
irc fliot againft me. Thefe are the beginnings of 
forrow, and what the end will be, I know not.'* 

My 

* Mr. James Cre/wick, an eminent minifter, a na- 
ive of Sheffield^ in Yorkjhire^ fufFered joyfully the 
poiling of his goods for the caufe of Chrift; he was 
rrcatly afflifted in his eyes, and endured much under 
;hc tormenting pains of the ftone ; all which he bore 
^th exemplary patience. He ufed frequently to fay, 
' Lord, I am thine, and thou can ft do me no wrong. 
L had rather have health of foul, in a body full of 
pain, than health and eafe of body, with a diftem* 
pered foul.** 
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My brotJier, thefc are erroneous conclufioos^ 
equally difhonourable to God, and diftrefsful to 
yourfelf. What you call arrows of indigna^ioa 
may more properly be termed inilances of love. 
He who is infinite in wifdom as well as boundlefs 
in mercy, fees the neceffity of this wholefome dif- 
cipline, for the promotion of your beft interefts.. 
He chaflens you for your profit, to make you par- 
taker of his holinefs. 

Perhaps you were too much attached to. fome 
created objeS, as "Jfonah was exceeding glad be- 
caufe of his gourd. That objeft is removed, that 
your heart may be more entirely given to God, and 
that he may reign there without a rivaL A ftate of 
uninterrupted profperity might intoxicate your 
mind, and lead you to forget your Redeemer, to- 
negleft the affairs of your foul, and the concerns 
of a future world. Your earthly hopes and flat- 
tering profpefts are therefore blafted, that you may 
fet your affeSions on things above. The flream is 
dried up, by drinking too deeply of which you 
might have been furfeited, that you may drink more 
freely of the fountain of the water of life. Thefe 
difpenfations, therefore, myfterious as they are, 
are neverthlefs difpenfations of love. When rightly 
underflood, they are inftances and proofs of the 
good«will of him who dwelt in the bufli. When 

yoa 
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you are tempted to fay with the patrjarch, in the 
feafon of defpondency, "All thefe things are a- 
gainft me," recolleft the words of an infpired 
apoftle» "All things work together for good to 
them that love God, to them who are the called ac- 
cording to his purpofe." Lift up the hands thai 
hang down, and the feeble knees, and fay, 

. Then why, my foul, thefe fad complaints? 
Still while he frowns, his bowels move ; 
Still on his heart he bears his faints, 
And feels their forrows, and his love. 

Permit me farther to obferve, that the children 
of God are fometimes apt to call in queftion the 
reality of his fpecial tokens of favour and kindnefs. 
When they are indulged with the confolations of 
his Holy Spirit, they are jealous-left thefe fhould 
be only the delufions of Satan. While men, whofc 
hearts are not right in the fight of God, are too 
bold and prefuming, the humble followers of the 
haLTnh are prone to err through an excefs of timi- 
dity. * When the Lord is pleafed to afford unto 

his 

• Mr. Walter Marjhall, of Hurfley, in HamP" 
fhire^ was much exercifed with troubled thoughts for 
many years. He fought for peace of confcience by 

many 
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his defponding children gracious intimations of 

his favour, it is unquefiionably criminal in them, 

to call thefc but fparks of their own kindling, or 

delufions of Satan^ 

It 

many mortifying methods, but his troubles ftill in- 
crcafed. lie confulted an eminent minifter about 
his cafe, giving him an account of the ftatc of his 
foul, and particularizing the (i>ns which lay heavy on 
his confcicnce. The minifter, l^x^ T. G. wrote to him 
in reply, that he had forgot to mention the greateft 
fin of all, that of unbelief, or not believing on the 
Lord Jefus Chrift few the remiffion of his (ins, and the 
iim&ification of his nature. Upon this- he £bt hiofelf 
to the ftudying and preaching of Chrift ; ax3xl attaincfi 
to peace of con£cience, and joy in the Holy Ghofti 
in conjun£l;ion with an eminent degree of holiofiil* 
His book on The Gofptt Myjttry of SAnEiific aiion^ fi> 
much recommended by the late Mr. Jfames Herve^t 
was the fruit of his own experience. A little before 
Ills death, he faid to thofe about him, " I die in the 
full perfuafion of the truth, and in the comfort of 
that doftrine which I have preached to others." His 
laft words were, " The wages of Hn is death, but 
the gift of God is eternal life, through Jefus Chriil 
our Lord." 

The book, juft mentioned, is abridged, and fbme 
paffages in it which were liable to abufe, very judi- 
cioully guarded againll a wrong conftru^lion, by the 
late pious and &nfible Mr. Benjamin ForJitU 



COD S FAVOUR. I55 

It is a certain truth that Satan can transform him- 
felf into an angel of light ; but the fealings and 
vritnefllngs of the Holy Spirit, if properly attended 
to, cany their own evidence along with them. And 
by the facred touch-ftone of God*s word, every 
thing of this kind ought to be tried. The effefts 
of God's gracious manifeftations of favour to the 
foul, befpeak tlieir reality, and diftinguifli tliem 
firom every thing of a delufive nature. 

Has not the Lord often, by his holy word and 
Spirit, poured divine comforts into your defpond- . 
ing mind ? Has he not raifed your heart to himfelf, 
in hope and truft, joy and confidence? Has he not 
enabled you to derive encouragement from the gof- 
pel remedy? Have you not, to the relief of your 
painefl heart, and the healing of your wounded 
confcience, beheld the Lamb of God which taketh 
away the fin of the world ? Have not thefe views * 
melted your heart into "" penitence, hifpired you 
with love to Jefus, zeal for his honour, defire after 
holinefs, and indignation againft fin? And can 
you, afterwards, in a feafon of darknefs, call this 
deception and delufion ? Surely you will not che- 
rifli fo unworthy a thought. 

What would you think of the child of an earthly 
parent, who, after he has had the ftrongeft proofs 
of paternal afik6Hon, (hould count them all as no* 

thing. 
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thing, and fay, " I have been deceived; my b- 
ther does not love me?" Would you not think 
fuch a child very ungrateful ? What then will you 
think of yourfelf? There is a paflage appoliteto 
our purpofe, in the prophecy of Malachi. " I have 
loved you, faith the Lord; yet ye fay, Whorein 
haft thou loved us ?** They had the boldnefs to 
a(k, in what inftance, in what one particular cafe 
he had (hewn favour and kindnefs to them. Surely, 
this muft be difpleafing to the Holy One oi Ifrael, 
Yet when Zion faid, •* The Lord hath forfaken me, 
and my Lord hath forgotten me," he condefcends 
to expoftulate with her on the fubjeft, in the ten- 
dereft manner. ** Can a woman forget her fuck- 
ing child, that fhe ihould not have compaflion on 
the fon of her womb ? Yea, they may forget, yet 
will I not forget thee." 

Though the evidences of divine favour be clear 
and ftrong, yet we fometimes, through darknefs of 
mind, do not diftinguifh them, or elfe, through 
obflinacy in grief and defpondency, we refufe to 
be comforted. In either cafe, the error lies in our- 
felves. But this is our comfort, the Lord fees our 
weaknefs, and pities our helplefs fouls. The com- 
paiEonate Redeemer was tempted in all points like 
as we are, that he might know how to fuccour 
diofe that are tempted. ** If thou be the Son of 

God." 



COD*S FAVOUR. 157 

Cod/* was Ae grotind of his firft temptation ip the 
Irildemefs. In like manner the enemy comes to 
tB,»*' If- thou be a child of God,* but whatreafon 
faaft thou to believe that thou art? Is it pofliblc 
that fo vile, fo polluted, fo unworthy a ^ finder, 
{hould be bold enough to claim the high privilege ?*' 
After all, the &feft courfe to be taken for re- 
lief in a feafon of darknefs, is not to look with* 
in ourfelves for encouragement, but to turn 
our eyes to the divine rem.edy, and to believe, as 
wc. are. enabled, the free/ proclamations of mercy 
through Jefus Chrift to Cuner.s as fuch. Wbofo- 
ever believeth in him fhall not perifh, but have 
everlafting life. 

Fly to the hope the gofpel gives, 

The man, that trufts the promiTe, lives. 

tt highly becomes us to beware of difpleafing the 
Lord by unthankfulnefs for the favours he befiows 
upon us. Ingratitude is the grave in wliich many 
lilefcies are buried and concealed. Mo/is com* 
pofed a fong to be fung by the Ifraetites^ to perpe* 
hiate 'the memory of God*^s kindnefs to them, 
through all fucceeding generations. This fong is 
recorded in the thirty-fecond chapter of the book 
of Deuteronomy^ and deferves an attentive perufai 
by us in Kew Tcftament times. 

.,; » .. o To 



To receive many favours, and to be totally hb* 
concerned about making returns, is ungr^eful, zni 
verj' unfurtable to the temper with which every triK 
chriflian fliouW bcinfpired. •' Surely^*' f»ys the 
Pfalmift, •* the righteous- fhall give thanks -to iby 
name.*' He was fo affeded himfelf ^with God!! 
goodnefs, that he could not reft on ihis bed inlhc 
hours appointed for rcpofe, 4>ut rofe at nniidnxght to 
give thanks to him." . The zpoiMePauiwxs not left 
eminent for liis grateful, than for his prayerful dit 
pofition. Thanks fee to God; — I thank Chrift 
Jcftts our Lord ; — with ^her exprelEons of like 
import, frequently occur in hi^ writings. 

Ingratitude is a vice for which the very heathem 
arc condemned in the word of God. It (lands con- 
nefted with the vileft abominations. It indicates 
fomething worfe than brutifh ftupidity ; for the ox 
knowedi his owner, and the afs his maJOber's osib ; 
but tiie: u^diankful acknowledge not the hand that 
feeds, protc£ls and clothes them. Reader, if this 
is youf prevailing difpofition, be afhamed of It 
The God, In whofe Iwnd your bre;ath i&,and whofe 
arc all your ways, bave >yoM not glorified. To 
overlook and entirely to forget nunumbeocd favouo* 
denotes a b^fc,. unworthy, difingenuoius fpirtt. li 
you are a difciple of Jefus, you furcly look i^n 
yourfelf as under obligation to thank Go4 ibr your 
v.. daily 
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daily ircad.l and will you, -not be thankful for fpi- 
si^al fdod ? You have tafted that the Lord is grar. 
cious, and received many .fpiritual blefling^s frc^a 
' bim ; illumination, conviftion^ relief and com- 
fort; and do you count thefe as nothing? Do not 
tfaefe diftinguiihdng mercies demand praif? ? Is qot 
thankfulhefs the tribute which you ought to p^y for 
them? Can you do lefsthan acknowledge wiiat^ 
Cod has done for your foul ? * Will you not fay» 

O, if I had a thoufand tongues, 

And could be heard from pole to pole, 

I would to all the lift*jiing wprld \ 

Declare thy goodnefs to my foiil ! 

The' 

* * The chriftlan hath as large a field for the exer- 
cife of his thankfulnefs, ^in praifing God, as ke liath 
in the petitionary part of prayer, for his defircsj-^-* 
This duty circumfcribes heaven and earth ; it takest 
both worlds in its circii inference. <* In every thing' 
give thanks." O what a copioiiis theme hath God 
given his people, upon which to enlarge their medi-J 
tations ! '" In every thitlg.'*' The whole courfe acid 
(ieries of divine providence towards the faints, is likcf 
a mufic-book, in every leaf of which there is a^fong 
ready fct for them to learn, and (ing to the praife of 
their God. To fkip over one notd in a lefTon may- 
fpoil the grace cf the mu(i<*. ' 

O2 We 
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The Pfalmift defired that others might aflift hiro^ 
and join with him in the work of praife. *' O mag- 
nify the Lord with me, and let' us exalt his name 
together. I fought the Lord, aqd he heard me, and 
delivered me from all my fears." If you are not 
thankful, God is robbed of the glory due unto hii 
itame, and your own foul is deprived of the com- 
fort his mercies would otherwife afford you. May 
the Author of all good raife your affe£lions to him- 
felf, and with all his other gifts beftow on you a 
thankful heart, to tafte thofe gifts with joy ! With- 
out 

Wc are unworthy of the^ Icaft n^ercy ; and therc- 
fprc God is worthy of praile for the lieaft, becaufe it 
is more than he owes us. Common mercies are many. 
•* O God," fays David, " how great is the fum of 
thcm^! If I (bould count them, they arc more in num- 
ber than the :fand ; when I awake, I am ftill with 
thee." As if he had faid, ** There is not a point of 
lime wherein thou ai;t not doing me good. As foon 
as I open mine eyes in the mornings I have a new 
theme, to employ my praifcful meditations." 

The fmcerity of the heart is ftiewn more in thank- 
fulnefs for ordinary mercies, than fpr thofe which 
arc more extraordinary. As it fhews a bafe difpofi- 
tion when a man upon every (light temptation is 
drawn, into fm, fo the foul difcov^rs a high degree of 
grace, to take the hint from evrcry comnion mcncy tftj 
blc& and praife God.' OurriaL 
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cutthir/aj^^miibury forracc imrcies, fo you may 
deprive yourfelves of future ones. For thankfuU 
m& for paft'favoufi% tnipHes a fecret craving for 
Bicnre} but how ean-you expefttliat God will be- 
fiowj OH' you* what you ft ill need, if you are not 
thankful for what you already pofleCs ?* Labour 
therefore to roufe up your daU heart to the great 
and pleafant e^eircife of praife^ Call upon your 
Sa^k^ and all that is within you, to blefs the Lord, 
and^not to forget his benefits. Let your language 
ha, '* What ihall I render to die Lord for all his be- 
Befits towai?d& nie?> I w&H take the cup of ialvation, 
and call on the name of the Lord, I will <pay my 
vows to the Lord, now in the prefence of all his 
people.'* 

, When all thy mercies, O my God^ 

My rifing foul furveys, 
Tranfported with the view, Vm loft 
Ia isronder, love and praife. 

But tQ go'a flep farther. The Lord^s pepple are 
not only chargeable with unthankfulnefs, but, in 
^onie cafes, with an unfuitable behaviour, amidft 
the favours they receive from his hand. When his 
benefits have been fliowered down upon us in great 
abundance, our hearts have ftill been barren, and 
oiir lives unfruitful. Nay, perhaps, after Tweet 
O 3 en- 
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enlargements, and divine . manifeftajtions, : wei .havcj 
funk into fuplnenefs, and fccurily, or been drawn 
afide by temptation, arid oajpt^ated aftfcfli by the 
fin which eafily befetsr us.<yhis i^ (hamd'ul int, 
deed, •' The Lard will fpeaik. peade unto bis peo-i 
pie, and to his faints; but let .them not turn again 
to folly.'* There lis great need for this caution^ 
And as it is an evil thing and bitter that any fhoald 
fin againft God, it is mozrt cfpedally fo in thofe 
who have receiN-tid peculiar favours* from himr.. The 
more kindnefs he. hath, (hewn to any ona^ .and the 
greater is the aggravation !6f hiis oSenciis. / Onidiifi 
ground it was, that the Lord thus fpoke to lii^ an* 
cient people; " O generation, fee ye the word of 
the Lord ! Have I been a wildernefs to Tfruelf a 
land of darknefs ? Wherefore fay my people, We 
are lords ; we will come no more unto thee ? Can 
a maid forget her orfiaments, or a bride her attire? 
Yet my people have forgotten me days without 
jiumber. The children of j^j^/ and the children 
of Jadah have only done evil before me,-;-: — they 
have only provoked me to. anger." As if all the 
world be fide them were comparatively innocent. 

For as thofe who have obtained mercy fin againft 
greater profeflions and engagepients on their part> 
fo they fin againft the greateft advantages arul ob- 
ligations conferred upon them by their grapious 

Bene* 
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BenefaQdr. The principles he has 'implanted in* 
their hearts are the effefts of his favotir, and in. 
ihbfir own nature fhould' h& a defence ^gainft. fin,» 
Tb'ha\re an en%ht^fed mind,'a rernewed-wUl; fanc<^^ 
tifieti^afie£lidns| and an awakerrred jconiciehae, are) 
g r dkt' aSvahtage^r zmd to fin agafirlfl! all thefe, ' is' 
ah -high^ aggravatidn of the offence. David feemsr 
to haVe had a fenfe of ^ this, when in his pinitenT 
aeteibtWledgmertt bf hii crimes bisfore G^d, he faid;' 
***Thou defireft truth in the inwand pJirtijandrnthe 
hidden part thou fhalt make me td knowi wifdom ^'?: 
or,- as fdtrie read it; thou haft* miade. mc to know 
Wifdom': as if he had faidj Thefe offences are 
worfe in' me- than they ^ould have been in thofe 
•Wfio ha^^ riot thefe correftivepiincipksit<^ Trfftpari 
fin, arid to kad to tHe praftice of holinefs. : l: 

" We^hiaivfe faid like wife i-. that ithcrfe who have obi 
tain^d mercy fin againft^' greater obligations: laiid 
Hpbn them by their heavehfy' Father. Thus her 
fj>ea1;s by the prophet Hofea; ** 1 taaght Ephraim 
tO'go,itaking them by their, -awns';- but: ihcy knew 
nbt that I healed them. I drew them with cords 
^f a man, with bands of love. But my people are 
bent to backflidirig from me.* ■ In another place, 
•' Though I have bound and ftrengthened their arms, 
yet do they imagine mifchief again ft me. I have 
written the great things of my law, but they = were 

icount- 



abumed a» a firange thing." By others ef hkbolp 
prophets, the hmi fpeaks with gre^t emph^s.as4 
energy «ft thU bead> . '* M/ coirenai;it ihey hr^^, 
though I %^&«n binfraiyliAmoitbeH]^.?. Whei^tlm 
church is comp^re^ to. » vineyard,, it is* ?ike<l«j 
^iWhatcQuldi have bcienc done more tq my we<^ 
yard. that I have not done unto it? Wherefore^ 
when I looked that it fhould bring forth grape^ 
bicoU^ iifofth/wild grapes M^* This; ibpagly ^x^ 
prbfbsi God's tqnBer care of- his people, and thpir 
i^Qwocthy return to his gtK>dne&k j- .-. 

If . you, into .whof^ handa ^efe papers may falt» 
have thus requited the L<M:d, W the foUawing 
pointed addrefs take hold of your qQnfciences, and 
iiiiik deep into yoiir hearts. ^^ I) i^nteaabec tha^ 
the kindneTs of thy youths the' love of thine efpoui 
ials^ .when thou wenteft aftcf/roe in the wiWei^^fSt 
ia d land that was not fpwn. I/ract was holin^efi^ iQi 
ikt Lord, and the firA^fruits of hi^ increafe., Whal^ 
iniquity . have your feathers found in mei, that they 
4tfe gone ' Ear > from fine, i and^ have waiU^Qd aftef 
^•!'. » i' -. \r,.- :, ;• . ; va* 

* Whcijtfore trougfit it forth poifonpus berries f 

Dr. Lowih. 
f He that put away his wife was to give her a bill 
of divorcement, declaring the cawfe of his fepa rating 
hijnfelf from her* Thus the Almighty condefcend^ 

to 
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tanity, and be<:ome vain ? O my people, what 
have I done unto thee, and wherein. have L wearied: 
thee? Teftify againft me." Have you any tcftU 
mony to bring againft the Lord? Has he not alwayi 
deak with you in great mercy ? And yet you have 
treacheroufly and ungratefully departed from hira. 
Let your repentings be kindled, and your hearts bo" 
griek^ed within you, that you have thus requiied 
your kind and compaffionate Father* 

' The fins of the ungodly world hiring down the 
wrath of the Almighty upon them. But the fins' of 
God's people grieve him at his heart, fpeaking after 
the manner of men. They vex his Holy Spirit, 
and pir^voke his fatherly difpleafure. He looked, 
k> to fpeak, that it Ihould be othcrwife with thofe 
tb whom he had manifefted fo much love. *• In 
all their affliftion he was afBiSed, and the angel of 
hit prefence faved them : in hi& love and in his pity 

■' ' :he> 

to expoftulate with us, .and afks what evil we can 
charge upon him, his government, or his dealings 
with us, that we forfake him. But here we muft be 
filent, and lay our hands upon our mouths. No more 
caufe can be given, than why cattle feeding in a 
fwect and rich pafture, through their unruly difpo* 
fition, break down thfc hedge to get into a dirty lane^* 
or a barren wildernefs, where nothing is to be had ta 
fatisfy hunger. 
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he redeemed them ;-^but they rebelled, and vexei 
fiis Holy Spirit.*' He cbmplains that he is broken 

with their unfaithful conduft, and preffed with 

dieir fins, as a cart is prefFed with fheaves. 

- Among men it is very grievous, when a child, 
or a frieind, on whom' we have beftowed many fa- 
Tours and kindoeSes, behaves iin a bafe, ungrateful 
and unwoEthy raaarier, . We are ready to fay, " If 
it had been an enemy, I could have borne it." 
Thus the Locd^ in the paiTages introduced above, 
addieffes us in a way which is very familiar and 
moving, aittdjof which, weare capable, of judging 
l^y our owol feelings,/ 

^ When^ Cajar Uyf Brutus, on,; whom b^e had 
confcrreAMimumerable favours, engaged in the 
oonfpirajC}? igainft his life, he could retrain no 
longer, bat cried out, " And thou too, Brutus!'* 
So ifnay the great Head of the churjQh, the Father 
of ibis people, fay to us, ** What thou too, mj 
fon, my child, whom I have taken into fo near a 
relation to ihyfclf, on whom 1 have' beftoWefl 
bleflings without nuftiber ; to whom I have mani- 
feiled rayfelf repeatedly, as 1 do not to the world, 
with whom I have dealt familiarly, and from whom 
I expeft^d jretprns of love, of hor^pur, and. of 
grateful obedience; doft thou deal ,treacberoufly 
with ine; doft thoii withdraw thy fltfie£iion$ from 

me, 
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«BC, give thy heart to another^ anLd4;ramplc on my 
Jaws and commands? Is -this thy kindncfs to thy 
Father and thy FriendJ J fay concerning. others, 
I wiU eafe me off mine adveriaries, and avenge me 
of mine enemies; but what fhall I fay to thtef 
Myi'ihough^^.towaFdi ;Chee are thoughts of pes^ce, 
and AOtafevlL Oh Epf^raim, what fl^all I, do 
vaAo thee? O Judah^ what (hall I do unto thee? 
jDo yoa-thiis jrequite m^ O £cvQli(h people and luib. 
«vile? ^ 

'* I have tmade ufe (fi gende means and methods 
%vUh y»tu 1 have fought Xo win yoiir love,, and 
Ijain yxiurhcartg. .But jny k,indoefs is dife.fteeme4, 
and my love flighted. Sehold I will melt thee» 
and try idaee ; for how flaall 1 do to the daughter of 
tny. people? I wUl rb^dge up hfr Wi^ with thorm, 
and ZDld;e a wall -that fbe fk^ not iiud her p^thf^ 
I have feen her way^ ^n4 I will heal. her. I will 
aUureber, andhring hef into the wilderm^fs, and 
i^eak -comfortably unto hen** 

Let this view of the la&^orur and loving- kindneCs 
<rf'theI«ord.tow,ajrd6 you, and af your pwjaunkinA- 
Jiefs towai^ds him, afie6l ^^our heaits as.itpughttp 
do. What hath .tt»e ^I©il High Go^, the <pofieffor 
0f beaviea and e^xt)\, rthat Jbe with-holds frprci- you? 
The fun, tlie moon, and the ilars .^e ordained 19 
;give you light. Tlie ^reafures of the fca, and th^ 

land 
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land are for your ufc. ' The angels are fervantsto 
your heavenly Father; they dlfdain not to minifter . 
to your comfort. They afford you protefilion by 
day, and watch round your beds in the night 
feafon. ... 

• God has given his only begotten Son to redeem 
you, and his blefled Spirit to guide and fanSify 
you. Nay, he gives himfelf to you. He is your 
father, your Pbrtion, your Hufband, and your 
Friend. You (hall, by and by, dwell in the fame 
heaven where he refides. . You (hall be fed at his 
table, and diink of his cup. ** Thou (halt make 
tliem drink ^f the river of thy pleafures.'* 
what an honour is this! And yet no part of it is ob- 
tained by your Worki, or b^ftowed for your deferts. 
•It is all freely given, through the meritorioui 
death of him who hung upon the tree. But rc- 
ihember, that the tribute of grateful obedience ii 
due from you. The Lord expeSs this at your 
hands. He has formed you for this very end. 
** This people have I formed for myfelf; they 
Ihall (hew forth my praife." You are his work- 
'manfhip, not only as men, but as chriftians, crea- 
ted in Chrifl Jefus, unto good works, which God 
hath before ordained that you (hould walk in them. 
You are bleffed with exiftence, and with an in- 
tereft in Cbrift Jefus, that you may be to him a 

name 
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name and a praife, both in time and to eternity, in 
this world and that which is^ to come. O let a 
fenfe of his goodnefs to you, and of your unfuitable 
returns, humble your hearts before him, and quicken 
you to diligence, watchfulnefs and circumfpeftioni 
through the whole oi your remaining days! 

Dear Saviour, when my thoughts recal 

The wonders of thy grace ; 
Low at thy feet afham'd I fall. 

And hide my blufliing face. 

Shall love like thine be thus repaid ? 

Ah, viFe^ ungrateful heart ! 
By earth's low cares detained, betray'd. 

From Jefus to depart. 

From Jefus, who alone can give 
True pleafure, peace, and reft: 

When wand'ring from my Lord, I live 
Unfatisfy'd, unbleft. 

But he, for his own mercy's fake. 

My ftraying foul reftores ; 
He bids my mourning heart partake 

The pardon it implores. 



Ko. IX. t« 
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Oh! while I breathe to thee^ my X<0r4» 

The penlteatial figh, 
Frefli vigour to my foul afford, 

And raife my thoughts on;high» 

Then fliall the mourner at thy feet. 
With fervour feek thy face ; 

And grateful own how kind, how fwaet 
Is thy reftoring grace. 



•CHAP. XI. 

The SubjeS improved by Way of Examnati^ru 

TF the favour of God be the life of his people, it 
furely becomes us to inquire, with ferioufnefs 
and folemnity, whether we ourfelves are intcrefted 
in this great privilege or not. Oh that this weighty 
concern might be cleared up to the fatisfaftion of 
every attentive and folicitoujs reader! The in- 
quiry of fuch will be, •* How (hall I know that I 
am in a ftate of acceptance and fayour with God ?" 
In order to affift you a little in this cafe, through 
the divine blefling, I would beg leave to alk you 
a few plain queftions. 

Have 
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Have you ever been awakened to a fenfe of 
■God's difpleafure againft you, becaufe of your of- 
fences ? Have you ever been brought under deep 
conviftion, that the Judge and Governor of the 
world is juftly angry with you, as tranfgreflbrs 
of his holy laws? Has the horrible nature of fin 
ever been opened to your view ; fo that your fouls 
^havebeen affliAed on account of it? Has the guilt 
of fin ever laid on your, confciences, as a burden 
too heavy for you to bear? And have you ever 
been brought to exclaim with the prophet Ifaiak^ 
^' Woe is me, I am undone, becaufe I am a man 
of unclean lips." 

When David poured out his penitential con- 
feflions before God, he fpake of a broken heart, 
and complained of the anguifh he felt, as being like 
that occafioned by broken bones. The arrows of 
the Ahnighty ftuck faft in him; there was no reft 
in his bones becaufe of his fin;, he even roared 
by reafon of the difquietnefs of his fpirit. Our 
Lord reprefents the condition of poor fouls, who 
come to him, as a weary and burdened one. *' Come 
unto me all ye that labour, and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you reft." Job complains, that the 
terrors of God fet themfclves in array againft him. 
Ptter's hearers, when God gave them repentance, 
were pricked, to the heart. Paul had the law opened 

P2 to 
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CO him in fuch a manner, that his fins revived, and 
he died ; liis delufive hopes and comforts were at 
an end ; and the law, which was originally ordained 
to life, he found to be unto death. 

The law is our fchool-mafter, to bring us unto 
Chrift ; its terrors are ufually feen and felt, in fome 
degree, before we experience the grace and comforts 
of the gofpel. An apprehenfion of divine wrath 
commonly precedes the difcoveries of pardoning 
love ; and fin is made bitter to us, before we tafle 
that the Lord is gracious. We receive not the con- 
folation arifing from God's favour, generally fpeak- 
ing, till we have feen ourfelves in danger of his 
cverlafting difpleafure. The poor finner perceives 
that he is in a ftate of condemnation and ruin,. 
4md owns that it is of the Lord's mercy he is alive, 
and not fent to that place of puniQiment which his 
crimes have defcrved. His mouth is flopped by 
the confcioufnefs of his guilt, fo that he is con- 
vinced it would be juft in God to call him off for 
ever. 

I am far from having any defign to fix a ftandard 
for the degree of penitential difquietude. The con- 
viftions of fome are attended with much more 
terror than thofe of others. I am farther ftill from 
having any intention to fuggeft, that a long' courfe 
of time 15 neceffary for thefe difcOveries. Peter's 

hearers 
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hearers were brought to a fenfe of their fins, and 
to difcoveries of pardoning mercy on the fame day, 
in the fame place, if not under the fame fermon. 
The jailor at Philippi faw hlmfelf a loft finner, 
and rejoiced in the falvation of Jefus the fame 
night. 

But I do not find any inflance in the word of 
God, of a man's being filled with the comforts of 
divine love and favour, who has never had any 
lenfe of the evil of fin, or of his own miferablc 
and undone ftate. That faith does not appear to be 
of the faving kind, which is not accompanied with 
repentance from dead works. It is ufual for poor 
finners to have their minds enlightened to fee the 
nature and number of their crimes, and to be filled 
with awful apprehenfions of the dreadful malignity 
of fin, before they are brought to rejoice in God's 
favour and pardoning k)v«. ** In that day thou flialt 
fay, O Lord I will praife thee ; for though thou 
waft angry with me, thine anger is turned away, 
and thou coniforteft me. Behold God is my fal- 
vation; I will truft, and not be afraid; for the 
Lord J-ehovah is my flrength and my fong; he is 
alfo become njy falvation." 

I would afk you farther. Have you been con- 
vinced that the whole world cannot procure you. 
wxntei^ft in the divine favour ? That neither angels 
P3 in 
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111 heaven, nor men on earth; that neither riches, 
honours, gifts, endowments, nor qualifications of 
any kind, can reconcile you to God ? Are you 
perfuaded that thoufands of rams, and ten thou- 
fands of rivers of oil would be of no avail in this 
cafe ? That fhould all the holy men on earth unite 
with the faints in heaven to procure your pardon, 
tliey would not prevail ? That fliould Noah, Da- 
niel and Job, Lot, Mofes and Samuel ftand up to 
turn away the wrath of God from you, they would 
not fucceed ? That if all the angels in heaven 
fhould intercede for you, their interpofition would 
not be fufficient ? Nay, have you been made fen- 
fible that your own prayers, tears, faftings, and 
humiliations cannot atone for the leaft of your of- 
fences ? That nothing wrought in you, or per- 
formed by you, can make amends for what you 
have done amifs, pacify divine wrath, or entitle 
you to the favour and acceptance of that holy Being 
again ft whom you have finned? 

He who is under the teachings and guidance of 
the holy Spirit of God, is fully perfuaded, that his 
own righteoufnefs is but as filthy rags in point of 
merit; that no qualifications he can bring, will be 
of any avail ; that nothing can give fatisfafUon to 
injured juftice, but a facrlfice of infinite value; 
and fuch is the facrificc which Jefus Cbrift has 

offered* 
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offered. It is the blood of that Lamb of God alone 
ivhich cleanfeth from all fin, who, by one offering, 
hath perfefled fcM* ever them that are fanftified* 
The (inner who is taught of God, dares not ap- 
proach the divine throne but through a Mediator* 
He knows that acceptance with him is only in the 
Beloved ; in whom the Father hath declared him- 
felf well-pleafed. He knows that juftice muft have 
full fatisfa£Kon, and that this is no where to be 
found, but in the atonement which the Son of 
God made, when he appeared in the end of the 
world, to put away fin by the facrifice of himfelf. 

I will aflcyou again ; Have you earneflly fought 
reconciliation with God through the Redeemer? 
Though there is nothing meritorious in all your 
feeking, yet this is the appointed mean of coming 
to the enjoyment of a fenfe of interefl in the divine 
favour* If the fubjefts of an earthly potentate have 
been guilty of treafonable praftices againfl his 
throne and government, and he has made it known 
to them, that he will not be reconciled, except 
they feek his favour through the mediation of hit 
fon and heir, the offending fubje6ls can have no 
ground to expeft a reinftatement in their prince's 
favour, fo long as they negleft. the appointed way. 

Herod was highly difpleafed with the men of 
Tyre and Sidon; but they came with one accord to 

him, 
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him, and fiaving made Blaftus^ the king's cbatn- 
berlain, their friend, defired peace. Have you 
proceeded in fome fuch way as this, in {&ekxog 
at God's hand the life of your fouls ? Do you fed 
his favour through the mediation, the fatisfaSioB, 
and the interceflion of Jefus ? He has rendcied 
the divine throne apprt>achable by finners. He is 
the way, thetnitTi, and the life; no man can come 
to the Father but by him. He hath delivered fin- 
ners from the wrath to come, having made peace 
by the blood of his crofs. He gave himfelf, tbe 
juit for the unjufl, that he might bring us to ^God. 
Sfofeph feid to his brethren^ *• Ye ihall not fee my 
face, unlefs ye bring your brother Benjamin.'* £•» 
in effe£l, the Lord fays to us, *' £xpe£l no favouir 
with me, but only throu^ him iii whom I haveiie* 
Glared myfelf well-pleafed." 
' Do you then make it the bufinefs of lyour livai 
to feek the Weffings of grace through the Re- 
deemer ? Do you daily come to the Father by -biiOi 
entreating his favom- with your whole hearts? 
Jefus is able to fave to the uttermoft all that vcooie 

unto the Father by him. ♦ 

per- 

♦ We confider the infpircd writings as exhibiting 
a full, free, and'cverlafting falvation, by Jefus ;Chriftf 
for the chief of finners i we confider the tefttmooy 

of 
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Permit me to afk you another queftion ; What 
tokens of favour have you received from that 
God whom you thus feek ? Have you experienced 
thofe powerful conviftions of fm which we have 

men- 

of God concerning his incarnate Son, as a complete 
warrant for the moft guilty and ungodly to believe 
in him. The word of grace, refpcfting the perfeft 
work of Chrift, being viewed in this light, is de- 
fcrvcdly, and by way of fingular eminence, called. 
The glad tidings. 

Nothing is rcquifite, in order to a participation of 
Chrift and his benefits, but a grant from God, It is 
not under the notion of polTe fling any virtuous difpo* 
fition; of being, by good habits and qualities, diilin- 
guifhed from other men ; of being well humbled for 
iin ; or of being deeply awakened in confcience, that 
finners mufl firfb believe in Jefus. No : but as tranf- 
greiTors ; as in a perifhing flate ; and as having no* 
thing to prcfcrve them from defpair, except what the 
fcripture fays concerning Chrifl, his offices, and his 
grace. 

But there is a great and palpable difference between 
perfons, while in their native flate, being authorifcd 
to believe in Jefus ; and their being warranted, while 
in that condition, to conclude themfelves to be in the 
favour of God, and to expeB final happinefs. It is a 
grois miflake, to fuppofe, that whoever is warranted, 

to 
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.mentioned above, as common to all the faved of 
the Lord ? When you have read fome portion of 
the facred fcriptures, or heard the word preached, 
bath the Holy Spirit fet home upon your hearts and 

con- 
to believe on Chrifl^ is, at the very fame inftantj 
merely on the fame ground, and while an unbeliever, 
equally authorized to expeSi everlafting life. 

For he that believes on.Chri&j looks to him at 
jujlifying tht ungodly ; but he who, on iJcriptural 
grounds, hopes for future felicity, experts it as a 
"believer; as in a juftificd ftate; as having a turn of 
iieai-t, iii)ibme degree fuited to the employments and 
4mjotyments of heaven* 'l&cc^uic'ZuithQxt ko&^s m 
manjhallfc^ the Lcrd. 

I>id Ptntt, for inftancc^ believe in Je{us ? It was. 
«nder the eonfideration of himfeif, as a blafphcincr,. 
a perfocutor, and the chief of (inners. Did he rejoice 
m hope ? It was, as having received the atonement ; 
as bearing the image of Chrift ; and as having a fpiri* 
tual relifh. for heavenly things. The ^»ncr believes:, 
the believer hopes. 

Nor can any man believe in Chrift, and continuti 
rebel againft <iod : for fovereign mercy, <when it re- 
lieves the confcicnce, alters the bias of the heart, and 
forms the charafter anew. God, in the exercifc and 
manifeftation of pardorting grace to rebels, makes 
them his friends. Thus divine goodnefs leads to re- 

pentance> 
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confciences, what you have read or heard^ faying. 

to you, as Nathan to David^ " Thou art the man?" 

The Lord dwells witli thofe, in the manifeftationsj 

of his favour, who tremble at his word;, who hear 

^and read it with holy awe, humble reverence, and 

godly fear. Has this been your cafe? Has the 

tword of God dwelt on your hearts with abiding e£- 

-ficacy and energy? It is:heard and read by tnany 

KHhers, iut it dwelk in them that believe, and 

ti^arks cfic6lually in them. This is an indicfUtion, 

♦of Ipecial f^vouE^ 

19e yen experience the gracious operations of 
nhc bleflcd Spirit in the private cxercifes of reli^ 
tgian? How do you find it with you in the duties 
*of prayer, meditation, and felf-examination ? What 
i^buniiU^ion for fin, ^hat elevation of defire, o{ 
riiope and ^trult, do you experience from time to 
'time? If we are interefled in the divine favour^ 
A^ Spirit helpcth our infirmities, making intercef- 
tion for us, with groanings which cannot be uib^ 
rter«d;; and he that fearxbetb the hearty, knoweth 

what 

vpcntance, to holinefs, and to hope of everlafting hap- 
pincfs. There is forgivenefs with God that he may 
be feared. 

This fubjed is very judicioufly handled in Mr* 
Brtoth's Ghd Tiding to perilling SiaQor*. 
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what is the mind of the Spirit, becaufe he maketh 
interceffion for the faints according to the will of 
God. The drawing, the melting, and invigorating 
influences of the Spirit, in your retired moments, 
are unknown to men, but they are known to him 
with whom you have to do; and moft certainly 
they ought to be reckoned among the tokens of his 
favour. 

Are you abidingly imprefled with a fenfe of the 
excellence and the beauty of holinefs ? Is the re- 
ligion of Jefus, amidft all the diiHculties and trials 
which attend it, that which you moft fincerely and 
heartily approve ? Do you chufe to fuffer affliffion 
with the people of God, rather than enjoy the plea- 
fures of fin which are but for a feafon ? Though 
you are often in heavinefs through manifold temp- 
tations, yet perhaps there are feafons when wif- 
dom's ways are attended with pleafantnefs and 
peace to your fouls. The truths and promifes of 
the gofpel are the joy and rejoicing of your hearts. 
Surely thefe are indications of favour. It is not 
thus with thofe whofe minds are alienated from 
the life of Qod. 

You perhaps experience, at fome feafons, gra- 
cious and comfortable returns of prayer. In dark- 
nefs, trouble, and perplexity, you have poured 
out your complaint before God, and he has wrought 

out 
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out deliverance for you. Let not thefe inftances 
of divine favour be overlooked, " In the day 
when I cried," fays the Pfalmift, '* thou anfweredll 
me, and ftrengthenedft me with ftrength in my 
foul. I called upon the Lord, and he heard me, 
and delivered me out of my diftreffes." The to- 
kens of divine favour have been granted to you 
when you have been feeking them, by prayers, 
and tears, and humiliations. The gracious pro- 
mifes of the God of truth have thus been accom- 
plifhed in your behalf, fo that you have been con- 
ftrained to fay, ** Thou haft dealt well with thy 
fervant, according to thy word.'* 

You can, perhaps, recolleft fome happy feafons 
when the Lord has manifefted himfelf to you with 
fuch clear difcoveries of his fpecial love, as that 
you could not then doubt of your intereft in it. 
The Holy Spirit brought his own evidence along 
with him, bearing witnefs with your fpirits that 
you were the children of God, fo that you could 
fay, with humble confidence, *' I know that my 
Redeemer liveth.'* The Lord was ready to fave 
you when your heart was fainting, and your flefh 
failing; his fatistying comforts came in fo fea- 
fonably, as to bring you back, as it were, from 
the gates of death. When you were faying, ** Will 
he be favourable no more ? Is his mercy clean 
No. XV. I. Q gone 
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gone for ever? Will he be favourable no more?" 
You have then, in the hour of your extremity, ex- 
perienced, that he has turned your darknefs into 
day ; he has put off your fackcloth, and girded you 
with gladnefs. The eflFefts of thefe manifeftations 
gave evidence to you whence they proceeded. 
For if the king's favour is as dew upon the grafs, 
the favour of the King of kings muft have a 
kindly influence on the heart to draw it to himfelf, 
and to make the foul fruitful in his ways. 

This leads mc t6 ^{k you, What is your beha- 
viour towards God ? When indulged with tokens 
of his love, do you welcome them, prize them, and 
bear them in remembrance? We pay great atten- 
tion to the tokens of love which we receive from 
our earthly friends. Their gifts are laid* up a- 
mong our choiceft treafures. We put a high 
value on the leaft expreffions of regard from thofc 
whom we'fincerely love. Surely then we fliould 
be greatly dffefted with every indication of our 
Redeemer's favour, and fay to him, " Becaufe 
thy loving kindnefs is better than life, my lips 
fhall praife thee. Thus will I blefs thee while I 
live ; I will lift up my hands in thy name. My 
foul fliall be fatisfied with marrow and fatnefs; 
and my mouth (hall praife thee with joyful lips, 
when I remember thee upon my bed, and medi- 
tate 
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tate on thee in the night-watches; becaufe thou 
haft been my help, therefore, in the fhadow of thy 
wings will I rejoice." * 

After fuch gracious manifeftations of divine fa- 
vour, are you excited to watchfulnefs and circum- 
fpe£lion ? A perfon who travels in . a ftrange 
country, having rich jewels, and other valuable ar^ 
tides in his poffeffion, is conftantly on his guard, 
left he (hould be robbed of his treafure. Do you> 
proceed with the fame caution, left fin, Satan, op 
a deluding world ftiould deprive you of your 
fpiritual comforts ? What izra fays^ in refpeft to 
Q2. the 

• * J^ohn was called the difciple whom jfcfns loved. 
And where will heraldry, among all herboafted titles 
of honour, find one that can ftand in competition 
with that which was conferred upon him ? He was 
beloved of Jcfus,,who was himfelf the beloved of the 
Father. Could we fuppofe a prince to reign univerfal 
monarch over all the kingdoms of the world, the fole 
fountain of every kind of earthly honour to every in- 
dividual man under the whole heavens, how gladly, 
at the hour of death, would he refign all, to be the 
beloved difciple of fuch a Maftcr ? And if nothing 
be eftccmcd too high a price for the favour of an 
earthly fovereign, a man, whofe breath is in his nof- 
trils, how ftiould we value the love of him who 
abidcth for ever, and will make us partakers of his 
own immortality !' 

Bp. Home's fermon on The beloved Difciple. 
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the Ifradites in general, may be juftly referred to 
in this cafe; "And now, for a little fpace, grace 
liath been (hewed from the Lord our God, that 
our God may lighten our eyes, and give us a 
little reviving in our bondage; ihould we again 
break his commandments, would he not be angry 
with us?** 

Do you endeavour to comfort others with the 
comforts wherewith you have been comforted of 
God ? Do you fpeak well of his name? Do you 
tell of his falvation from day to day, among fuch 
as are likely to profit by the relation ? Are you 
faying, ** Come and hear, ye that fear God, and 
I will tell you what be hath done for my foul ?" 

Do thefe in fiances of divine favour make you 
long for the heavenly (late, where you (hall be io 
no danger of offending God, or of being deprived 
of the light of his countenance ? Do you love and 
long for the Redeemer's appearance ? Is the lan- 
guage of your foul like that of holy men of old, 
• When fliall I come and appear before God in 
Zion ! How long fliall I dwell in Mefech^ and fo- 
journ in the tents of Kedarf When fball I be in 
the prefence of my Saviour, where there is fulnefs 
of joy, and at whofe right hand there are pleafures 
for evermore! When fliall I behold his face in 
righteoufncfs, awake in his likenefs, and be fatis- 

fied! 
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fied ! I fliall then know that in his favour is life. 
If it be fo delightfully tranfporting to tafle that he 
is gracious here below, what will it be to dwell 
with him for ever above! In my flefh (hall 1 fee 
God, in the perfon of his Son, not through a glafs 
darkly, but face to face. O bleffed day I When 
fliall it dawn; when my willing foul fliall take her 
flight above the fun, the moon, and the ftarry lamps 
of heaven, into the immediate prefence of my Sa- 
viour ! 

Come love, come life, and that bleft day 
For which I languifh, come away !' 

But let me farther aflc you. What is your beha- 
viour towards God, in the general courfe of your 
life ? If you are the beloved of God, and called 
to be faints, fome evidence of this muft appear, . 
both in the frame of your fpirits, and in your out- 
ward converfation. Are you afraid of doing any 
thing that may grieve the Holy Spirit ? Do you 
hate fin, and fly from it, becaufe it is offenfive to 
the Moft High ? When temptations to that which 
is evil prefent themfelves, do you repel them like 
Jofephy ** How fliall I do this wickednefs, and fin 
againfi God !" Do you reverence the commands of 
Zion's King^ endeavouring to yield obedience to 
them, and making it the conftant care and bufi-i 
Q 3 nefs 
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nefs of your lives to cleave to God with full pur- 
pofe of heart, and to walk worthy of him who has 
called you to his eternal kingdom and glory ? Can 
you fay with the apoftle Paul^ *' Herein do I ex- 
crcife myfelf fo as to have always a con fcience void 
of oflFence, both towards God, and towards men?"* 

Do you daily wait upon God in all thofe ways 
and ordinances where he has promifed to meet his 
children, and to afford his gracious prefence? Do 
you feek to enjoy him in the ufe of the appointed 

means? 

* * If the Son of God became the Son of man, 
why fhould it feem a thing incredible, that the fons 
of men fliould become the Ions of God ? Beloved, 
now are we the fons of God ; and it doth not 
yet appear what we Ihall be ; but we know, that 
when Chrift, who is our life, fhall appear, then fliall 
we alfo appear with him in glory ; for wc fhall fee 
him as he is. 

' To achriflian the advice of the philbfophcr comes 
with redoubled force ; * Reverence yourfelf.* Con- 
fidcr to whom you are related, by whom you have 
been begotten again to a lively hope of an unfading 
inheritance. The (lock from which you are fprung 
is noble, it is royal, it is divine. Difgrace it not by 
bale and unworthy aftions. Your inheritance is with 
the faints in light ; have no fellowfhip with the 
works of darknefs. Let your education be fuitable 
to your birth, your condu^ anfwerable to your cx- 
peftations.' 

Bp. Home's Sermon on The Word Incarnate, 
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means? And are you diffatisfied when you have 
not nearnefs to God, and communion with him in 
thofe means ? He who looks for his felicity in the 
divine favour is ready to fay, ** One thing have I 
defired of the Lord, that will I feek after ; that I 
may dwell in the houfe of the Lord all the days of 
my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to 
inquire in his temple. When thou faideft, Seek 
ye my face, my heart faid unto thee. Thy face. 
Lord, will I feek. Hide not thy face far from me; 
put not thy fervant away in anger ; thou haft been 
my help ; leave me not, neither forfake me, O God 
of my falvation," If this be your cafe, you will be 
troubled when your heavenly Father with-holds 
the light of his countenance, and fufpends the com- 
fortable fenfe of his favour. You will lay it deeply 
to heart, and fay, *' Caft me not away from thy 
prefence, and take not thy Holy Spirit from me. 
Reftore unto me the joy of thy falvation, and up- 
hold me with thy free Spirit." 

What is the difpofition of your minds towards 
thofe' who are of the houfehold of faith? Are 
thofe your favourites who appear to be interefted 
in God's favour ? Do you efteem thofe the ex- 
cellent of the earth, and is your delight in them ? 
Do you iionour thfem that fear the Lord ? Are they 
amiable in your eyes, becaufe they bear the image 

of 
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of Chrifl, embrace his truth, obey his commands, 
and follow his example ? ** God is love ; and he 
that dwelleth in love, dwelleth in God, and God 
in him." 

Is the body of fin your greateft burden? Striv- 
ing againft it, weary of it, and groaning under it, 
do you cry, from time to time, with the holy 
apoftle Pauly ** O wretched man that I am ! Who 
fliall deliver me from the body of this death ?" 
Are you laying afide every weight, and the fin 
which eafily befets you, that you may run with par 
tience the race which is fet before you ? Are you 
hungering and thirfting after righteoufnefs, for- 
getting the things behind, and reaching forth to the 
things before, do you prefs towards the mark for 
the prize of your high calling of God in Chrift 
Jefus ? This is the difpofition of thofe who are in- 
terefted in the divine favour. ** He that hath this 
hope in him, purifieih himfeH even as he is pure." 

Finally, do you love God, though you have feme 
doubts refpefting his love to you ? Is he the objeS 
of your fupreme defire, when you have no fern 
fiblc experience of his favour? The woman of 
Syrophenida followed Jefus when he feemcd to flee 
from her; flie renewed her requeft, and repeated 
her entreaties, when he appeared to be deaf to her 
cries, and to treat her with total negje£l. She 

could 
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Id not give up the point, though every thing 
aed to make again ft her. This hath frequently 
1 the cafe with thofe who are the objefls of the 
ne favour. We find one faying, ** My foul 
Dweth hard after thee;*' another, •^ Though I 
and fliout, yet he fliutteth out my prayer;" and 
ird, *• Though he flay me, yet will I truft in 
/' Thefe are ftrong expreffions of love to 
1, and, as fuch, evidences of kHfr^ft in his 
)ur. 

Where fhall the tribes of Adam End 
The fov'reign good to fill the mind ? 
Ye fens of moral wifdom, {how 
The fpring whence living waters flow. 

Say, will the Stoir's flioty heart 
Melt, and this cordial juice impart ? 
Could Plato find thcfe Uifsful ftreasas, 
Amongft his raptures and his dreams ? 

In vain I afk ; for nature's powV • 
Extends but to this mortal hour : 
*Twas but a poor relief (he gave 
Againft the terrors of the grave. 

JESUS, our kinfman, and our GOD, 
Array *d in majcfty and blood, 
Thou art our Life ; our fouls in thee 
Poffefs a full felicity. 

All 
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All our immorttl hopes arc laid 
In thee our Surety and our Head ; 
Thy crofs, thy cradle, and thy throne,. 
Are big with glories yet unknown. 

Let atheifts fcofF, and Jews blafpheme 
Th* eternal life, and Jefus' name ; 
A word of his almighty breath 
Dooms the rebellious world to death. 

But let my foul for ever lie 
Beneath the favour of thine eye ; 
*Tis heav'n on earth, 'tis heav'n above, . 
To fee thy face, to tafte thy love. 



CHAP XIK 

The SuljeS farther improved^ by Way of InfiruSion 
and Exhortation* 

pERMIT me ta addrefs you, my dear fellow- 
(inner, who are reding fatisfied with the com- 
mon bounties of God's providence, without being 
concerned to know your intereft in his fpecial 
favour. The bleflings you daily receive from the 
indulgent hand of the univerfal Parent of mankind, 
fliould excite in you earned defires after thofe fpe- 
cial tokens of his love, by which his peculiar 

people 
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people are diftinguiflied from all others. God is 
good and kind to all. His tender mercies are over 
all his works. He is kind to the unthankful and 
the evil ; but his own children are partakers of 
bleflings of a more exalted nature than thofe which 
are beftowed on men in general. He bleffeth them 
with all fpiritual bleflings in heavenly things, in 
Chrift Jefus. The Lord maketh his fun to (hine 
promifcuoufly on the juft and the unjuft; but on 
thofe who fear his name, he caufeth the Sun of 
righteoufnefs to arife, with healing under his wings. 
To thofe who acknowledge him not, he gives rain 
from heaven, and fruitful feafons, filling their 
hearts with food and gladnefs ; but his falvation is 
nigh them that fear him. Can you be fatisfied 
with the former without the latter ? Do you crave 
nothing more at his hands than health and wealth, 
•earthly honours and outward comforts ? Do you 
not know, that many have had a large (hare of thefe 
things, who have lived without God in the world, 
died in their fins, and gone down to the regions of 
darknefs ? Dives fared fumptuoufly every day ; 
but what was his end ? He died, he was buried, 
and in hell he lifted up his eyes, * 

It 

* The fading nature of all thofe things on which 

worldly men place their affeftions, is fet forth to us 

ia 
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It is recorded concerning Martin Luther^ that he 
ufed to fay, • I will not be put off* with a worldly 
portion.' And is fuch a portion all that you defire? 

Sup- 
in the fcripturcs, under the cxpreflivc image of a 
dream. A dream is fleeting and tranlitory, a whole 
night paiTcth away in it as one hour, or one moment, 
fince, during fleep, we have no idea of the fucceflion 
of time. " Knoweft thou not this of old," fays 
Zophar, in the book of Job, " fmce man was placed 
upon earth, that the triumphing of the wicked is 
(hort, and the joy of the hypocrite but for a mo- 
ment 7 Though his excellency mount up to the 
heavens, and his head rsach unto the clouds, yet he 
fliall perilh for ever like his own dung ; they who 
have fecn him (hall fay, Where is he? He fhall fly 
away as a dream, and fhall not be found ; yea, he 
(hall be chafed away as a vifion of the night.** 

" How are they brought into defolation," fays 
Davidf " as in a moment ; they arc utterly confumcd 
with terrors ! As a dream when one awaketh, fo, 
Lord, fhalt thou make their image to vanifh." Such 
a Hate of delufion is the flate of the world ; fo vain, 
fo incoherent, fo tranfitory, are the fchemes and de- 
figns of worldly men. And however important they 
may appear to the projeftors of them, at the time, 
yet moft certain it is, that what the fcripture faith of 
Pharaoh, may be faid with equal truth of every man 
when he comes to die, whofe chief thought and care 
have been taken up about the things of this world, 
" He awoke, and, behold, it was a dream !" 
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Suppofing your wlflies were gratified with riches 
in abundance, houfes and lands, and all manner of 
earthly profperity ; what would all thefe avail in 
that awful hour which is approaching, when your 
foul muft be fummoiied to appear before the judg- 
Uient-feat of Chrift ? Will the fuperior advantages 
you have enjoyed in this world procure you favour 
in that court ? Will the Judge fupreme be a re- 
fpefter of perfons, regarding the rich more than 
the poor? No; all worldly diftinftions will then 
be over. Little do thofe confider this, who are 
eagerly grafping after what the fcriptures call filthy 
lucre, and violating confcience to acquire it. But 
let them know, that " as the partridge fitteth on eggs, 
and hatcheth them not, fo he that gettcth riches, 
and not by right, ftall leave them in the mid ft of 
his days, and at his end fhall be a fool." 

Let me entreat you, reader, to direft your aims 
to fomething higher than fuch a portion as a man 
may poffefs in this world, and yet be miferable in 
the next. Look, with earneft folicitude, for that 
of which death cannot deprive yodi. " Godlinefs 
is profitable to all things, having the promife of 
the life that now is, and of that which is to come." 
In the favour of God is life everlafting. " This 
is life eternal, to know thee the only true God, 
and IJefus Chrift whom fhou haft fent." His fa- 
No. xv.8, R vour 
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vour indeed will fweeten and feafon all outward 
enjoyments. To the wicked God fays, " I will 
even curfe your bleffings, yea, I have curfed them 
already." But to his own children, every creature 
of God is good, being fan£lified with the word of 
God, and prayer. What a happinefs is it, when a 
man, by temporal enjoyments, as by the cords of 
love, is drawn nearer to the Giver of all good. 

Learn to form a proper eftimate of the outward 
bleffings of providence, and not to over-rate them. 
Surely you muft be fenfible that the enjoyment of 
God, the love of Chrift, and the in-dwelling of 
the Holy Spirit, together with the bleffings of 
pardon of fin, peace of confcience, and an eter- 
nal weight of glory, are infinitely preferable to 
any thing of a worldly nature. There is no room 
for comparifon here. The things ^hich are feen 
are but temporal, but thofe which are not feen arc 
.eternal. Elevate your thoughts, extend your de- 
fircs, and f^retch the pinions of your fouls above 
the perifliable enjoyments of this tranfitory world; 
feek firfl the kingdom of God and his righteoufnefs, 
and all thefe things (hall be added unto you, fo far 
as to infinite wifdom may feem beft for you. ♦ 

To 

♦ A crown of everlaflitig glory is not furcly fuch 
a trifle as to be thrown away on a carelefs creature, 

who 
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To excite you to what we are now recommend- 
ing, the examples of the beft and wife ft men that 
ever lived upon earth are fet befcwre you. Enochs 
Noah^ Abrahaniy Ifaac diVii Jacob ; Mofes^ Jojhua, 
Samuel SLad David; all the holy prophets, patri- 
archs and apoftles; the noble army of martyrs and 
confeffors ; the great cloud of witneffes with which 
we a?e <;oq;ipafled about, renounced this world, 
2|nd lopke4 for their felicity in God*s favour. Nor 
wer^ they difappointed ; they are now triumphing 
in his bjifsful prefence above. Be you a follower 
R« of 

who will not in good earneft purfue it. Though it is 
freely given, yet that we may not foolifhly dream of 
enjoying it in the midft of a courfe of indolence and 
floth, we are exprefsly told in the word, of God, that 
" the kingdom of heaven fufFers violence, and the 
violent take it by force." And we are therefore ex- 
horted to drive, with the greateft intcnfenefs and 
eagernefs of mind, as the word properly fignifies, to 
enter in at the ftrait gate, for this great and important 
reafon, becaufe many (hall, another day, feek to enter 
in, and fhall not be able. Nay, when our Lord 
makes the moft gracious promifes to the humble peti- 
tioner, he does it in fuch a manner, as to exclude the 
hopes of thofe who are carelefs and indifferent. '* Afk, 
and it fhall be given you ; feek, and ye {hall find; 
knock, and it fhall be opened unto you.'* If there- 
fore you do not afk, feek and knock, how can you ex- 
pert the door of mercy to be opened unto you ? 
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of them who through faith and patience do now in- 
herit the promifes. Were the glorified faints in 
heaven to addrefs you, would they not, with one 
voice, invite you to follow them ? Would they 
not fay, '* Seek the Lord and his ftrength ; feck 
his face evermore ?" They never repented of the 
happy choice they were enabled to make, when 
on earth they preferred the light of God's coun- 
tenance to the increafe of corn, of wine, and of 
oil; when they efteemed all the moft. flattering 
profpefts the world can afford but drofs and dung, 
in comparifon with the excellency of the know- 
ledge of Chrift Jefus the Lord. 

The Bereans are ftiled noble^ for their ready re- 
ception of that gofpel which (hews how finners arc 
reconciled to God, through the death of his Son. 
Men of a noble fpirit afpire after great things ; and 
what honour can be compared with that of friend- 
fhip with the King of kings? The minifters of the 
gofpel, with one voice, pray you, in Chrift's ftead, 
to be reconciled to God. Your godly neighbours 
and pious relations wifh this for you above every 
thing elfe. The conftant ftudy and endeavour of 
thofe who hold forth unto you the word of life, is 
to bring you to God, This is the end of their 
prayers and their preaching. They travail in birth 
with you, till Chrift be formed in you. They 

would 
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would think their toils fufficiently rewarded, if 
finners were brought to repentance, and engaged 
in feeking the divine favour, with their whole 
hearts. They are willing to fpend and be fpent ; 
if they may but, in fo doing, win fouls to God. 
As friends of the Bridegroom, they would rejoice 
greatly in the betrothing of finners to him. 

To the examples of the beft of men, to the ear- 
ned folicitude of relations, to the prayers, the tears, 
the entreaties and perfuafions of minifters, we may 
add the voice of the dying. Reader, could you 
be prefent with all thofe who lie on beds of lan- 
guiftiing, and hear the cautions and counfek of en- 
lightened fouls, who are juil goidg to launch forth 
into the eternal world, while capable of exprefling 
their fentiments, to what would they call your im- 
mediate and earneft attention ? What would they 
recommend to you, as moft worthy of your pur- 
fuit ? Would they not all, as with one voice, cry, 
* Make it your care to mind the one thing needful; 
to,know Jefus Chrift, and him crucified. Make 
it your care to feek fir ft the kingdom of God, and 
his righteoufnefs ; to fly for refuge to the hope fet v 
before you; to give diligence to make your calling 
and eleftion fure ; to renounce the world, with all 
its deluding vanities and vexatious cares ; to look 
after the everlafting welfare of your foul, with ear- 
R 3 neft 
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neft and unwearied folicitude, that you may know 
your intereft in tlie divine favour, and be made 
meet to be a partaker of the inheritance of the 
faints in light ?' * 

If 

• ' What if to the teftimony of the dying, we 
could add that of the dead? What if God were to 
turn afidc the veil which fcparates between us and 
the invifihle world, and to permit the moft carelefs 
fmner among us to converfe for a few moments with 
the inhabitants of it ? If you were to apply yourfelf 
to a happy fpirit, that trodc the moft thorny road to 
paradife, or pafled through the moft fiery trial, and 
to afk him, *^ Was it worth your while to labour fo 
much, and to endure fo much for what you now pof- 
fefs ?*' Surely, if the bleffcd in heaven were capable of 
indignation, it would move them to hear that it 
fhould be made a queftion, 

* And, on the other hand, if you could inquire of 
one tormented in that flame below, though he might 
once be clothed in purple and finclinen, and fare 
fumptuoufly every day, if you could afk him, 
" Whether his former enjoyments were any equiva- 
lent for his prefent fuffcrings and dcfpair ?" What 
anfwer do you fuppofe he would return? Perhaps an 
anfwer of fo much horror and rage, as you would not 
be able fo much as to endure. Or if the malignity of 
his nature Ihould prevent him from returning any 
anfwer at all, furely there would be a language even 
in that filence, a language in the darknefs, and flames, 
and groans of that infernal prifon, which would fpcak 

to 
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If none of thefe will prevail with you, let me en- 
treat you to confider the great end of the Redeemer'^s 
coming into the world. Was it not to feek and to 
"fave that" which was loft ? Did he not die, the juft 
for the unjuft, that he might bring us to God? 
Was he not lifted up upon the crofs, that he might 
draw all men unto him ? Why was he a man of 
forrows, and acquainted with grief? Why did he 
agonize in the garden of GcthfemanCj and fweat, as 
it were, great drops of blood falling to the ground ? 
Why was he ftricken, fmitten of God, and afflifled ? 
Why was he bound with cords, fcourged with rods, 
crowned with thorns, blindfolded, fpit upon, and 
buffeted ? Why was he led as a lamb to the daugh- 
ter? Why was he nailed to the crofs ? And why 
did he there offer up himfelf without fpot to God ? 

Was 

to your very foul what the word of God is, with 
equal certainty, though lefs forcible convi£lion,fpcak- 
ing to your ear, that one thing is needful. You fee it 
is fo in the judgment of God the Father, and the 
Lord Jefus Chrift, of the wifcft and beft of men, of 
many, who feemed to judge moft differently of it, 
when they come to more fcrious and deliberate 
thoughti and not only of the dying, but of the dead • 
too, of thofe who have experimentally known both 
worlds, and moft furcly know what is to be pre- 
ferred.' 

Dr. Doddridge's fermon on the Care of the SouL 
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Was not all this that he might gain the hearts of 
(inners to himfelf, and procure their peace, their 
pardon, their reconciliation to God, and their ever- 
lafiing falvation ? And is this of no weight with* 
you ? Are you ftill unmoved, flill fecure ? 

Shall I remind youj how intent the men of the 
world are to obtain the favour of their fellow-crea- 
tures ? Many will entreat the favour of the prince, 
and feek after the notice and regard of him that 
giveth gifts. The tenant is folicitous for the good- 
will of his landlord, on whom he is dependent. In- 
feriors covet the notice of their fuperiors, and fome- 
times feek to obtain it by obfequioufly crouching 
to their capricious humours, and by bafe com- 
pliances with their unreafonable requifitions. The 
objeft of this folicitude is unworthy the purfuit. 
If it could be gained, where would be the advan- 
tage ? " Surely men of low degree are vanity, and 
men of high degree are a lie : to be laid in the ba- 
lance, they are altogether lighter than vanity." But 
the favour of God is life ; his fmile is felicity ; his 
frown is deftruftion. Heaven and earth tremble 
before him when once he is angry. His difplea- 
fure may make us miferable for ever; but the light 
of his countenance will conftitute the objeds of it 
completely and eternally happy. Who then would 
be unconcerned about friendfliip with him ? Surely 

every 
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every man, who wears out his life in feeking the 
regard or the honour which comes from men. 
walketh in a vain fliew ; furely they are difquieted 
'in vain : but now, Lord, what wait I for ? my 
hope is in thee. 

Who would be content to live for one hour in 
a ftate of uncertainty, with regard to the favour of 
bis Maker and fupreme Judge ? It is ftrange that 
men can purfue the bufinefs andrelifli the pleafures 
of life, without the leaft folicitude about the mat- 
ter under confideration. They regard not him 
who hath dire£led us to embrace his Son Jefus 
Chrift, by believing in his name, as our only de- 
liverer from the wrath to come. " Kifs the Son left 
he be angry, and ye perifli from the way, when 
his wrath is kindled but a little. BlefTed are all 
they that put their truft in him." If you are in a 
ftate of impenitence and unbelief, how do you 
know but this day, this night, or this hour, you 
may be cut off in your fins, and fent to the place 
of puniflime^it ? •* Becaufe there is wrath, beware, 
left he take you away with a ftroke ; and then a 
great ranfom cannot deliver you." Do not fay, I 
hope it will be oth^rwife. What reafon have you 
for this hope, fo long as you are totally regardlefs 
of the only way of fafety ? You are by nature a 
child of wrath even as others. He that believeth 

not, 
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not, the wrath of God abideth on him* If you have 
DO fpiritual acquaintance with Jefus, if you have 
never come to him, a& a loft and ruined finner, 
believing in his name for the remiffion of your ' 
(ins,, this is your very cale. Your hope therefore 
is all delufion. 

He that believeth is born of God, and ihaU np| 
come into condemnation, but is paffed from death 
unto life. The change is. great. It is a reality, 
and not the wild fancy of an euthufiaflic mind. 
Do not deceive yourfelf. He who will be your 
Judge at laft, who has the key of David, who 
openeth and no man (hutteth, and Qiutteth and no 
man openeth, even he hath faid, *' Except a inaa 
be born again, bs cannot enter into thp kiAgdoip of 
heaven." To hope, for an admittance into the king- 
dom without this change, is to hope for that which,, 
in the very nature of things, cannot be. It is to 
hope that the teftimony of the King of glory is not 
true. However myfterious that change is in itfelf, 
which is (ignified by the new birth, it is made ni4- 
nifeft by its effefts. Repentance of fin, faith in 
Chrift, love to God, afFeftion to his children* and 
new obedience to his will, are its certain confe- 
quences. If to thefe you are an utter ftranger, 
deceive not yourfelf by a blind and delufive hope 
that you are in the favour of God.* 

But 
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But while I would warn you aigainft that deceit* 
ful hope which only ferves to lull you to fecurity 
in a ft'ate of fin, I would caution you againit di'aw- 
ing the fatal conclufion, that there is no hope for 
you. You are yet alive, yet on the ground of 
mercy. The glad tidings of falvation by Jefus 
Chrift are publiffied in your ears. It is to you 
that wifdom calls ; her voice is to the fons of men. 
To you is the declaration made, '* Whofoever will, 
let him come, and take of the water of life freely.'* 
The door of mercy is not yet fliut. The golden 
fceptre is ftill held forth, " Behold now is the 
accepted time ; behold now is the day of falvation. 
To-day, if you wMl hear his voice, harden not 
your heart/' When once life is gone, in vain will 
firiners cry for mercy, and feek for favour. In 
srain will they then fay. Lord, Lord, open to us. 
When once the MaRer of the houfe hath rifen up, 
and fhut the door, it will never be opened again. 
The difeafe will then be abfolutely incurlEible, the 
date of the finner entirely hopelefs, and the foul 
itidone to all eternity. All opportunity will then 
3e paft. The thought of 'this is awful beyond aU 
:hat language can exprefs. 

'But, hiy dear fellow-finner, this is not yow 
afe. Mercy's fparing hand hathNyet lipheldyou, 
ind^ibe divine proclamation 'is fiill hKide to you, 

"Let 
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** Let the wicked forfake his way, and the un- 
righteous man his thoughts ; let him return to the 
Lord, and he will have mercy on him, and to our 
God, for he will abundantly pardon.*' But the 
cafe admits not of one moment's delay. How 
ftands your heart affefted ? If in fincerity you now 
begin to cry for mercy, there is not barely a poffi. 
bility of your obtaining it, but an abfolute cer* 
tainty. " A(k, and it fliall be given you; feek, and 
ye fliall find ; knock, and it fliall be opened to you. 
Him that cometh to me, I will in no wife caft out.** 
The Lord of life and glory hath faid it, and his 
word is the truth itfelf. He will never falfify it. 
Beware then of faying with thofe hardened in 
defpair, •* There is no hope, no ; for I have loved 
ftrangers, and after them will I go," Let the pro- 
clamations of divine mercy melt you to penitence, 
encourage you to believe, and excite you to pray. 
There is mercy for the chief of finners. Of this 
Manajfth is an inftance, Pavl is a pattern, and 
Magdalene an example. Let God's forbearance 
and long.fuffering lead you to repentance. Ap- 
proach to a forgiving God, through the death of 
his Son, and make trial whether he will not be as 
good as his word. Think on the refelution of the 
fervants of Benhadad ; •• We have heard that the 
king of IJrad is a merciful king : let us put fack- 

cloth 
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king oi Ifrael is a merciful king: let us put fack- 
cloth upon our loins, and ropes upon our heads, 
aad go out to the king of Ifrael; peradventure he 
MTil] lave our lives/' You have better ground of 
Gicouragement than they had. - *' For the Lord 
our God is gracious and merciful, and will not 
turn away his £ace from you, if you return unto 
kim." 

Perhaps fome one of my readers may be dif- 
pofed to fay, ' I look upon the favour of God as 
a mod defirable privilege, and am ufing my beit 
endeavours to obtain it.' In reply to this I would 
beg leave to tell you, that I am afraid you do not 
confider the fubjeft in a proper light. Do you ima- 
gine that the privilege you mention is to be pro - 
cured by your endeavours ? That it is to be pur- 
chafed by any efforts or exeitions of your own ? 
Whoever does, by his own righteoufnefs, feek to 
recommend himfelf to the favour of his Maker, 
tetrays great ignorance of the gofpel fyftem, and 
atttempls that which the fcriptures declare to be im- 
poITible to man in his degenerate ftate. For *' by 
the deeds of the law no fleih can be juftified in his 
fight." ♦ 

S The 

^ He who promifes himfelf he (hall obtain ac- 
ceptance with his Makcr^ by keeping the law, a£b 
•.XVI. «. VvVa 
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The favour of God is abfolutely and divinely 
free. Yet the facred writers every where recom- 
mend the ufe of proper means, to thofc who dc- 
fire to flee from the wrath to come. " Enter ye in 
at the ftrait gate : for wide is the gate, and broad 
is the way that leadeth to deftru6lion, and many 
there be which go in thereat. Becaufe ftrait is 
the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto 
life, and few there be that find it. Draw nigh to 
God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanfe 
your hands, ye finners ; and purify your hearts ye 
double-minded. Be afni£led, and mourn, and 
weep : let your laughter be turned to mourning, 

and 

like the country-man mentioned by the poet, who, 
being unable to ford the river, took up a rcfolutioa 
J.0 wait on the banks,* till the ftream had all run by*, 



At ilU 



Labitur^ tt labetur in omne voltibilis ntvurru 

Vain man, delift ; fuch flattering hopes forego: 
It flows, and flows, and will for ever flow. 

" Ifrady which followed after the law of right- 
coufnefs, hath not attained to the law of righteouf- 
Tiefs, Wherefore ? On wl ex Vifeft/r, becaufe they 
fought it not in the way of faith, but as it were by 
the works of the law. For they ft;umblcd at tbat 
•ftumbling ftone." Rom. iy. 31, 32. 
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and youT joy to heavinefs. Humble yourfelves in 
the fight of the Lord, and he (hall lift you up." 



■ Then proftratc fall 



Before him reverent, and there confefs 
Humbly your faults, and pardon beg, with tears^ 
Wat'ring the ground, and with your fighs the air 
Frequenting, fent from hearts contrite, in fign 
Of forrow' unfeign'dj and humiliation meek. 

Milton. 

Let me, in the firft place, recommend unto you 
felf-refleftion, as neceffary, in order to come to a 
juft knowledge of your ftate. Serioufly commune 
wiih your own heart, and think on your ways. To 
this exercife finners in general are extremely reluc- 
tant, and therefore they go on in fecurity, without 
any prevailing concern about their eternal in- 
terefts. They are like a man in a ftate of intoxi- 
cation, who fcarcely knows what he does, and 
who never reflefts on the malignity of his aftions, 
or the dangers to which he expofes himfelf. With- 
out feiious confideration, there is, humanly fpeak- 
ing, no hope of a found converfion. ** I thougUt 
on ray ways, and turned my feet to thy teftimonies ; 
I made hafte, and delayed not to keep thy com- 
mandments." When the Pfalmift predifts the 
converfion of the Gentile nations, he fays, ** Ail 
rhe ends of the earth fliall remember and turn unto 
S 2 the 
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the Lord/* They fliall recolleft tlie aSions of 
their paft lives, they (hall call to mind their own 
evil ways ; they (hall confider their ftate, as finners 
againft God, and alk themfelves, what they are 
doing, whither their courfes tend, and what will 
become of them to all eternity. They have perhaps 
till this hour been wholly inattentive to thefe diings. 
They have forgotten God their Maker, forgotten 
what ought to have been their principal bufinefs in 
this world, and for what puipofe they were brought 
on the fiage of exifience. Before this period of 
reile£lion and ferious confideration, men in feeing 
fee not, in hearing they hear not, neilfeer.do tiie^ 
underftand, and therefore God's firft work npoa 
their hearts is to awaken and roufe them from their 
fecurity ; •' Awake, thou that Aeepefi, and arife 
from the dead, and Chrift ihall give thee lig|ht." 
The prodigal firft came to himfeli, and then laid, 
*' I will arife, and go to my father." The Al- 
mighty's addrefs to our firft parent after die fall 
was, ** Adam, where art thou?" This is the ge- 
neral method he is pleafed to take with thofe 
whom he brings to repentance, " They (hall 
remember, and turn unto the Lord." 

Let me then entreat you to arfk yourfclves thefc 
ferious quefiions, ' Am I in a Itate of acceptance 
with God, or have I lived till this hour as one 

ali- 
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alienated from him? The fpecial favour of the 
Maker of the univerfe is not enjoyed by every man. 
I myfelf, by nature, am a child of wrath ; but have 
I experienced a change from nature to grace ? Am 
I in a converted ftate ? Do I bring forth fruits meet 
for repentance ? What evidence can I produce of 
my being interefted in God's pardoning love ? I 
am commanded to examine myfelf, whether I be 
in the faith, and to prove my own felf, whether 
Jefus ChriH be in me, by the renewing operations 
of his Holy Spirit. To be at uncertainties in a 
matter oi fuch moment is dangerous ; and it would 
be ftill more awful to deceive myfelf, andto think, 
myfelf fomething when I am nothing.. 

• If I am not in a ftate of friendfhipwith God, 
my condition is awfully dangerous, and (hould I 
continue in it, furely, it had been better I had ue- 
ver been born* For if I flmuld die in fuch a fiate, 
I muft be miferable for ever;, and how do I know 
but this night my foul may be re^,uired of me ? 
Even in this life, if I am not reconciled to God, 
woe is me ; for his righteous law condemns me, 
and his wrath abideth on me. The condition of 
the meaneft brute, or of the vileft reptile, is pre- 
ferable to mine, for they have nevef offended their 
Maker, or provoked him to anger ; but he is ** an- 
gry with the wicked every day." In fuch a cafe, 
S 3 how.' 
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bow is it poflible for a man to be happy, either in 
this worid or the next ! 

* Bat what is the procaiii^ caufe of God's M» 
pleafurep What are the grounds of the quarrel 
betwixt him and his creattires ? Whence came 
this dtftance between him and my poor ibul? Snrdy 
there muft be a caufe. That God« whofe creature 
I am, and with whom I have to do, is fo holy, fo 
juft and righteous, that he cannot bnt hate fin, that 
evil thing by which I am defiled. It belongs to 
the perfedion of his nature to be difpleafed wilk 
it. I read in his facred word, that he is of purer 
eyes than to behold evil, and that be cannot look 
on iniquity. Let me confider this. When it is 
faid that he cannot look on iniquity, it moft fignify 
the mofi inconceivable deteftation of it. He can- 
not conni\T at it, he cannot fpare it; becanie to 
do fo would be contrary to the holinefs of bis na- 
ture. He can do every thing which is not con- 
trary to himfelf, to the eflential properties of bis na- 
ture ; but I may be fully affiled, that he can do no- 
thing which is contrary to his truth, his hoHnefs, 
or his righteoufnels ; nothing inconfiflent widi 
thefe his adorable perfe£lions. 

* Is it not on this ground, that the pmity of God 
is fometimes exprcffed by jealoufy ? For the na- 
ture of jealoufy is not to fpare. Nothing but die 
executing of vengeance will fatisfy it. Is not this 

wliat 
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• what the Almighty intended in the revelation of 
tiimfelf which he made to Mofes^ " Who will by no 
wjeanfi clear the guilty ?" Does not this mean, thait 
he win not clear them without fati^fa£lion made to 
hi& injured jufiice and holinefs ? Is it not laid, that, 
io finners as fuch« " Our God is a confuming 
fire ?*' Did not the controverfy between him and 
his creatures commence with the fir ft tranfgreflion ? 
Is, not ihe breach perpetually widened by the com- 
nriffion of a£lual fins ? Our iniquities have fepa- 
fated between us and our God ; they have con- 
t^lsated his face and favour from us, and provoked 
iris wirafthful indignation, * • But 

* ' There can be no right judgment made of the 
nature and demerit of fin, without a due confidera- 
tion of the nature and holincfs of HIM againfl: whom 
it \% committed. Nothing, therefore, will ftate our 
thoughts aright concerning the guilt amd demerit of 
fin, but a deep confideration of the infinite greatnefs, 
holinefs, righteoufnefs, and power of God. To which 
we may add, that God, in dealing with finners, afts 
not as to the tftds df thefe properties of his nature, 
bot on a preceding contempt of his bounty, grace, and 
mercy ; as it is impoflible that fin fhould come into 
the world but by the contempt of thefe ; for, ante- 
cedently to all poflibility of finning, God communi- 
cates the effefts of his goodnefs and bounty to the 
creation; and in reference to thofe fins which arc 
agarnll the gofpcl, the effcft of his grace and mercy. 

This 
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• But let me conflder, How can I hope for re* 
conciliation with the oflfcnded Majefty of heaven? 
Will the Lord be pacified by my prayers, by my 
tears, by my refolution to perform new obedience, 
or by my aftual endeavours to difcharge the dutiei 
incumbent upon me? Will the fire of God's dif- 
pleafure be quenched by any fufferings, or any 
forrows of mine ? Alas ! there is nothing in any 
of thefe fufficient to fatisfy for my paft offences. 
Could I, from this moment to the end of life, per- 
feftly keep the law, without offending in any one 
point, by thought, word, or deed, this would only 
be performing immediate duty; it would be no 
payment of the paft debt.' 

What then, my dear fcllow-finner, is there no 
remedy ? In the writings of Mofes I find the infti- 
tution of facrifices. Living creatures were, ac- 
cording to divine appointment, prefented before 
God ; their blood was flied, and their flefli was 
confumcd by fire upon the altar. Thefe facrifices 
certainly muft refpe£l (in, and an atonement to be 

made 

This is that which will give us a due meafure of the 
guilt and demerit of fin. We are to look upon it as 
a contempt of infinite goodnefs, bounty, grace, and 
mercy : and as rifing up againft infinite greatnefs, ho- 
linefs, rightcoufncfs and power. Then we ftiall view 
it as it is/ — Dr. Owenf on Heb, x. 30, 



. 



god's favour. CI3 



aaade for it. What other end could be defigned 
vy the efiu&on of blood in the fervice cA the living 
Grod ? But it was impoffiblethat the blood of botli 
md of goats fliould really take away fin. This 
however is done by the blood of Jefus Chrift» 
wrbo, through the Eternal Spirit, offered himfelf 
iviidbout fpot to God. We were l>y nature the 
memies of God, and children of wrath. Mil- 
lions of a£lual tranfgreflions had expofed us flill 
none to bis awful indignation. If peace and re- 
:onciliation were not 'made for us, we could not 
•xpeft to be accepted of him, or to receive any 

oken of favour from him. ♦ 

The 

♦ * It was a great woi<k to mkke ^eace wkh Cod 
or limiers, to make tftonement for ^41, a<nd e^fliMiih 
rar Tcconciliation wkh God. Tiiis do6lrine is tiic 
ifc -and fpirit of our religion, the centre wherein all 
he lines of it meet. " God forbid that I Ihould^loTy 
ave in the crofs of «our Lord Jefus ChriiL" Thofe 
>erfons by whom a conftant comfedenition of this is 
icglefted, are ftrangers to the animating fpirit of that 
cligion which they outwardly profefs. And there- 
ore Satan employs all his artifices to divert the minds 
•f men from a due attention to it. To this caufc we 
fcribc much of the devotion of the Romanifis, which 
ffeftually draws off the mind, not only from a fpiri- 
ual contemplation of the excellency of Chrift's of- 
cring, and its glorious benefits, but alfo from the 

ra- 
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The Sovereign of the univerfe dtfigned to n»- 
nifeft his righteoufnefs, his grace, his love^ and 
his wifdom in the fubilitution of his only begotten 
Son in our room, that he might fuffer and die for 
our fins, the juft for the unjuft, and fo bring us 
to God. " He fet forth Jefus to be a propitiation^ 
to declare his righteoufnefs J' The righteoufnefs 

oi 

rational compreheniion of the truth of the doftrinc 
concerning what he did and fuf&red. 

* On the other hand, the Socinians pleafe them- 
fclves and deceive others with a vain imagination that 
there was no fuch work to be done. If we may be- 
lieve them, there was no atonement to be made for 
fin, no expiatory facrifice to be offered, no peace 
thereby to be made with God, no compenfation to 
bis juftice, by anfwering the fentence and curfcof 
the law due to fin. But furely, if they had not an 
unpardonable mixture of confidence and dexterity, 
they could not find out evafi^ons againft fo many cx- 
prefs divine teflimonies as are direftly oppofite to 
their fond imagination, even tolerably to fatisfy their 
own minds ; or to fuppofe that any man can with pa- 
tience bear the account they muft give of the agency, 
the prayers, the tears, the cries, the fears, the wreft- 
ling, and the travail of the foul of Chrift, on their 
fuppofition. But we may pafs them over at prefent, 
as enemies of the crofs of Chrift ; namely, of that 
crofs whereby he made peace with God for finncrs. 

* Others 



god's favour. ai5 

of God was moft eminently glorified in the recon- 
ciliation wrought out by the Mediator, when he 
made an atonement for us by his blood. Herein 
alfo is love, not that we loved God, but that he 
loved us, and fent his Son to be the propitiation 

for 

* Others there are, who liy no means approve of 
amy diligent inquiry into thefe myfteries. Our whole 
duty, according to them, is to be converfant in mo- 
Fality^ but as for this fountain of grace ; this bafts of 
eternal glory ; this demonflrition of divine wifdom^ 
holinefs, righteoufnefs and love ; this great difcovcry 
of the purity of the law, and of the vilenefs of ftn ; 
this firft, great, principal fubjeft of the gofpel, and 
motive of faith and obedience ; this root and caufe of 
lil peace with God^ of all fincere and uncorrupted 
k>vc towards him ; of all joy and confolation from 
him — they think it fcarccly deferves a place among 
the objefts of their contemplation. But fuch as are 
admitted into the fellowfhip of the fufferings of 
Chrift, will not fo eafily part with their immortal in- 
tercft therein. I fear not indeed to fay, that he is 
likely to be the beft, the moft humble, the moft holy 
and fruitful chriftian, who is moft diligent in fpiri- 
tual inquiries into this great myftery of reconciliation 
by the blood of the crofs, and in the exercife of faith 
about it. Nor is there any fuch powerful mean of 
preferving the foul in a conftant abhorrency of fin, 
and watchfulnefs againft it, as a due apprehenfion of 
w^hat it coft the Son of God to make atonement for 
it.* — Dr. Ototrii omHcb. v. 7. abridged by Dr. Williams. 
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for our fins. The graire of the gofpel is fummcd 
up in this, that? •* God was in Chrift reconciling 
the world unto himfelf.*' Here then, reader, is 
the driane remedy, propofed in eveiy page of the 
bleffcd gofpel. «• Behold the Lamb of God, which 
taketh away the fin of the world." 

Thofe who deny the do6lrine of reconciliation, 
as has been juftly obferved by a judicious writer, 
are at once enemies to the falvation of men, to the 
honour of Chrift, and to the glory of God. From 
men they take away, as far as lies in their power, 
all ground of hope, of peace, and of happinefs; 
from Chrift, his ofEce and honour ; and from God, 
his grace and glory. Let fuch go with their fo- 
phifms to^ men who were never burdened with a 
fenfe ot giiilt, who never were awakened to juft 
apprehenfions of divine wrath on account of their 
offences, who never trembled at God's threatening 
word, and the fentence of his righteous law, who 
never cried out in the bitternefs and anguiQi of 
dieir fouls, '• What muft I do to be faved ? Where- 
with ftiall I come before the Lord, and bow before 
the high God?*' They may perhaps hearken to 
the fine things which may be faid to them, about 
recommending themfelves to the favour of God by 
virtue, probity, and a benevolent temper. They 
have no need of the phyfician, for they are not 

fick. 
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fick. They have no need of healing, for they 
are not broken in heart. But thofe who are ready 
to perilh, like the Ifraelites ftupg by the fiery flying 
ferpents, and on the point of expiring under the 
deadly wound, fee the need of that remedy whick 
God has provided. 

Sinner, beware, if any thing but the blood of 
the crofs give eafe to thy guilty confcience, it is 
but like an opiate, which may flupify for a fhort 
feafon, but will not work a cure.. 

Hence the necefiity of a living faith in the divine 
Redeemer, in order to the enjoyment of God's fa- 
vx)ur. Faith is that gracious power of the mind, 
whereby it firmly believes what is revealed, upon 
the fole authority of God the revealer, as the 
fountain of all truth. As the human mind a£ls 
naturally by its reafon, in receiving thofe truths 
which are natural and fuited to its capacity ; fa 
when renewed through the power of the Spirit, it 
afts fpiritually by faith, in receiving truths which 
are fpiritual and fupernatural. Believing con fills 
not in a mere affent to the truth of the objefts, but 
in fuch a reception of them, as gives them a real 
fubfiftence in the foul. And it is this in -being of 
the things believed which produces the immediate 
cflFefts of a living faith; namely, love, joy, peace, 
N..XV1.8. T ani 
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and fpirituaV obedience to the divine commands.* 
This diftinguifhes the faith of the operation of 
God from every other kind of faith. The tempo- 
rary perfuafions of fome men give no fubfifience 

to 

♦ 1 he apoftlc to the Hebrews tells us, that faith i« 
EXwi^o/xcVft/v t/9ros-a<y»r, the fubftance or fuBff.ence of 
things hoped for; fuch a firm pcrfuafion of tnc truth 
believed, as givcj it a kind of fubfiftcncc in the mind. 
Hence the truth is faid to dwell in the man who 
rightly undcrftands and receives it; and Chrift dw(lU 
in his heart by faith. The fame word viros'a/Tif is ren- 
dered cc^n^^^nc^, in Hcb. iii. 14. The objc£U believed, 
the thing's hoped for, have a Jubjtfience in the mind of 
the believer, and abide in him in their powxr and 
efficacy, fo as to anfwer all the ends of his fpiritual 
life; to purify his htiart, and to change and tranf* 
form his whole foul into the image of God. 

Faith, in the farther defcription of it, is faid to be 
EXf7x,or, the demon (Irating or convincing evidence 
of things not feen. It is fuch a dcmonftration of 
them 'as carries with it a confutation of all objcftkms 
again fl their real cxiftencc. By *' things not fccn," 
we are to underftand all thofc things which, though 
not propofcd to our outward fenfes, ought to influ- 
ence our conftancy and perfeverancc in the ways of 
religion ; namely, Godhimfelf; his eternal ex iftencc; 
the adorable perfeftions of his nature ; the pcrfon, 
atonement and grace of Chrift ; together with all fpi- 
ritual, heavenly and eternal things, which God has 

pro- 
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to the things believed in their minds, fo as to be 
produQive of proper effefts. There is no real 
image or refleftion of the things they profefs to be- 
lieve made upon their fouls* The death of Chrift,. 
for inftance, or Chrift crucified, is propofed to 
our faith in the bleffed gofpel. The proper efFe£l 
T2 of 

promifcd in his word, but which are not yet aftually 
«ijoyed. It hath been obferved by many learned 
men, that the word £Xgy%of, ufed by the apoflle, and 
tranflated evidence, fignifics a ftrift proof, or dCr 
monftration ; it is fuch a kind of evidence as both 
convinces the underftanding, and engages a man to 
aft according to that conviftion. Dr. Doddridge's 
parapbcafe on the latter claufe of the vei fe in quef- 
tion, is very juft: ' Faith is the powerful cofivi^ion 
of things which are not fttn^ but of the certainty and 
importance of which there is fuch a full perfuafion, 
that they aft upon the mind, in a great meafure, as 
if they were prefent.*. 

This definition of faith is general, and relates to its 
efficacy through the whole of our chriftian courfe, as 
is evident from the inftances produced, to exemplify 
it, in the following parts of the chapter. It defcribcs 
the faith by which a juft man lives and walks, by 
which he overcomes all enemies, all difficulties, and 
all oppofition in his way to the kingdom. But that 
particular notion of faith which relates to a finner's 
looking to Jefus for the remiffion of his fins, the 
juftification of his perfon, and his acceptance with 
God, is certainly included. See Hebrews xi. 1. 
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of true faith in this objeft, is to deftroy fin, to 
crncify, or to mortify it in us. But where it is 
only apprehended by a fuperficial or temporary 
faith, this effeft will not be produced in the foul. 
Sin will retain its dominion, notwithftanding the 
profeflion which the man makes of faith in Chrift. 
He only who believes in Jefus with the heart unto 
righteoufncfs-, becomes dead to fin, fo as not to 
live any longer therein. He receives the word of 
promife, revealing Chrift and his atonement, h 
as to give it a real admittance into his mind and 
heart, to abide and dwell there, as in its proper 
place. It is in hhn the ingrafted word which is 
able to favc the foul.* Or, to- ufe another allufion, 
it transforms his whole mind into a new ftate, as 
the form of wax is changed by the impreffion of a 
feal into the image of the feal itfelf. Chrift cruci- 
fied, we have faid, is the principal fubjeft of the 
gofpel. He himfelf tells us, that he is the bread 
that came down from heaven ; that his flefti is meat 
indeed, and his blood drink indeed. Faith is the 
eating of this provifion. As, in eating, the food is 
received, and by digeftion turne;d into the very 
fubftance of the body, fo the divine word is received 
by faith, and having a fubfiftence in the foul, pro- 
duceth the happy fruits of righteoufnefs ; for the 
truth " worketh effeftually in them that believe.** 

It 
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It is through this faith in the complete work of 
the Redeemer, that, being juftified, we have peace 
with our offended Sovereign. The atonement, 
which is made for our fins by the blood ot the crofs, 
is no otherwife received than by faith, " We joy 
in God through Jefus Chrift our Lord, by whom 
we have now received the atonement." This faith 
is declared to be the gift of God. 

He is pleafed to engage the mind of the finner 
to a diligent attention to the word preached. " Faith 
Cometh by hearing/' Hence the Author of eternal 
falvation fays to us, ** Hear, and your fouls fhall 
Jive." It is his ufual method, in the converfion of 
j^nQers, to bring them under the found of the gof- 
pel, and to engage them ferioufly to regard the 
meffages of it. A blefling is therefore pronounced 
on thofe who watch daily at wifdom's gates, wait- 
ing at the pofts of her doors. But a liftlefs and 
indolent attendance in places oi religious worfhip 
will be of little advantage. The minds of finners, 
who are brought to believe, are therefore roufed, 
and excited to take earneft heed to the words of 
everlafting life, by him who fays unto them, 
** Hearkeo diligently unto ine." They have be- 
fore heard the moft important truths with indiffe- 
rence, as if they were but idle tales, or cunningly 
^vlfed fables ; it is now otherwife. The arrows 
T3 of 
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of coiiviaion begin to pierce their confcicHces, and 
penetrate their hearts. They regard what is fpoken, 
not as the word of man. but as it is in truth the 
word of God. They are convinced that there is a 
facred reality in religion ; they are awakened to a 
fenfe of their own danger, and begin in good ear- 
ned to inquire after forae way of efcape. 

The minds of fuch finners are likewife further 
enlightened concerning the nature and neceffity of 
true faith. They learn from the fcriptures, that 
without faith it is impoflible to pJeafe God; that 
there is no pardon of fin, no juftifi cation, no peace 
with the offended Majefty of heaven, without faith; 
that he who believeth not is condemned already, 
and, continuing in that (late, fhall furcly be 
damned. Hence they are led to inquire, what 
that faith is which is fo neceffary to the falvation 
of the foul. And they are convinced that it mull 
be fomething^ more than that lifelefs aflent to the 
truth of fcripture doftrines of which thoufands are 
' poffeffed, who are alienated from the life of God, 
and continue the flaves of fin, of Satan, and of the 
world; who have no love to God, nor regard for 
holinefs. They begin to fee, that though they ha^•e 
always thought themfelves to be believers, they 
have but deceived themfelves ; fince none of tjie 
fruits of a living faith have been brought forth by 

them. 
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tliem. Hence they are convinced, that they have 
lived to that very day in a ftate of unbelief. It 
is the work of the Holy Spirit of God to convince 
men of fin, becaufe they believe not on the name 
of Jefus. 

Being convinced of unbelief, the awakened (in- 
ner becomes very folicitous that he may be the 
fubjeft of that faith which is of the operation of 
God, which purifies the heart, works by love, 
overcomes the world, and has its iffue in the full 
and everlafting falvation of the foul. • Oh,* fays 
he, * that I could lay hold on the promlfes of life in 
Chrift Jefus ! O that I could fo behold tliem as to 
beperfuaded of them, and embrace them, with fatis- 
faftory acquiefcence of mind in the truth of God, 
as to their accompliOiment in my behalf! But I 
am like one fwimming againft the ftream, and en- 
deavouring to catch hold on that which, with all 
his efforts, he cannot reach. I fometimes cry, 
with the poor man in the gofpel, Lord^ I would 
believe^ help thou my unbelief. Confcious guilt 
fills me with terror. I tremble before that God 
whofe wrath I have fo juftly deferved. I feel 
foraething within continually upbraiding me wilh 
my paft offences and prefent unworthinefs, and 
telling rae I ought not to derive encouragement 
from the promifes of mercy, for I have neither part 

nor 
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nor lot in them. I would look unto Jefus, that I 
may be faved, but my fins hang heavy on my 
heart, fo that I am not able to look up. Yet I 
fometimes fay. Though htjlay me; I will trujl in 
him. I have no where elfe to go. If the Saviour 
of finners frown me away, I perifli ; for I know 
no other refuge. I am well aflured, that he that 
findetH him, findeth life, and fliall obtain favour 
of the Lord. But without an intereft in him I am 
undone for ever.' 

Having thus briefly (hewn the ncceflity of faith 
in order to the enjoyment of God's favour, and 
fuggefted fome hints concerning the way in which 
finners are brought nigh to him, what fliall I more 
fay? I would encourage the poor foul whofe cafe 
I have been defcribing, not to ftagger at the pro- 
mife of God through unbelief, but to fly for re- 
fuge to lay hold on the hope fet before us in the 
gofpel. Remember that Jefus, the compaflionate 
Saviour, hath faid, " I will in no wife call out.'* 

Let the needy trembling finner continue to cry 
carneftly to God for the manifeftations ot his par- 
doning grace and mercy. The fame perfon who 
faid, In his favour is life^ had fought that privilege 
with diligence. ** I entreated thy favour with my 
whole heart." Go thou, and do likewife. A 
fenfe of intereft in his favour is worth feeking. 

Cry 
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Cry earneftly for it, and be not content to have a 
denial. Pray always^ and faint not. Take with 
you words and go unto him, ' Lord, I am a poor, 
forlorn outcaft, a miferable, guilty creature; lift 
thou up, upon me the light of thy countenance. 
Let me not be fhut up in a dungeon of darknefs, 
and lie in the ftiades of death. I know I might 
juftly be banifhed from thee for ever. But though 
I deferve no favour, in Jefus Chrift, thy Son, thou 
haft declared thyfelf well pleafed. Did he not die, 
the juft for the unjuft, to bring finners unto thee, 
and to deliver them from the wrath to come ? Has 
he not opened a new and living way of accefs to 
thee ? Did he not rife, as the Sun of righteouf- 
nefs, on this benighted world, with healing in his 
wings ? Hath he not brought life and immortality 
to light ? O thou who didft caufe the light to fliine 
out of darknefs, fliine into tny heart, to give the 
light of the knowledge of thy glory, in the face of 
Jefus Chrift. 

* I read in thy holy word, that through the ten- 
der mercy of our God, the day-fpring from on 
high hath vifited us, to give light to them that fit 
in darknefs, and in the fliadow of death, to guide 
our feet into the way of peace. Lord, look upon 
me in mercy, through thy dear Son; let the bowels 
of thy compaffion be moved towards thy creature 

in 
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in mifery, cafi: on me a pitying eye, and let thy 
hand of mercy help me in ray diftrefs. Be not a 
terror unto me, but fpeak a word of pardon, of 
peace, and of comfort to my poor foul -, for thou 
only art my hope in the day of eviK I am not 
worthy to come into thy pre fence, loaded as I amr 
with guilt, and covered with pollution; yet have 
mercy upon me according to thy loving-kindnefs j 
according to the multitude of thy tender mercies, 
blot out my tranfgreflions. Call ,my fins behind 
thy back. Be merciful unto me, as thou ufeftto 
do unto thofe that love thy name. Deal with me 
according to the favour which thou beareft unto 
thy people. O vifit me with thy falvation.* 

If this is your language, my dfiar reader, you 
are not far from the kingdom of God. Wait on 
the Lord, and he will fave you ; for they (hall not 
be afhamed that wait for him. Be entreated, with- 
out delay, to make a full furrender of yourfelf to 
God. Prefent your body and your foul to him, 
as your reafonable fervice. Devote your whole 
felf as a free-will offering to him, and he will re- 
ceive you. Study his word, feek to know his will, 
and afk of him a right way. Take his yoke upon 
you, and wear it with delight. Firft give your own 
felf unto the Lord, and then unto his church, ac- 
cording to his will, that you may walk in all his 

or- 
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ordinances and commandments blamelefs. Make a 
willing profeffion of your fubjeftion to the gofpel 
of Chrift. Be ready to fay, I am the Lord's; dare 
to 'call yourfelf by the name of Jacobs and to fub- 
fcribe with your hand to the Lord, and furname 
yourfelf by the name of IfraeL Be fincere and 

^ hearty, warm and zealous in the bulinefs of reli- 
gion. Let it be your uppermoft concern to walk 
with God in humble reverence from day to Jay, 
Keep your heart with all diligence^ praftife con- 

-tinual fslf-denial ; be fober, and watch unto prayer, 
putting on the breaft-plate of faith and love, and 
for an helmet, the hope of falvation. 

Remember that Jefus has faid, ** If a man love 
me he will keep my words ; and my Father will 
love him, and we will come unto him, and make 
our abode with him." This is the way in which 
finners are brought to enjoy a comfortable fenfe of 
the divine favour. The Lord will not grant the 
tokens of his favour in any other way than that of 
his own appointment. Go then to the houfe of God, 
inquire in his temple, attend to his ordinances, caft 
in your lot among thofe who conftitute his family 
and houfehold, fliew your love to Jefus by keeping 
his commands ; fo may you expefl to be " fatisfied 
with favour, and to be full of the bleffing of the 
Lord/* 

Thy 
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Thy favour I entreat, 
Thou God of love and grace, 
1 bow before thy mercy-feat, 
And humbly feek thy face. 

I*m vile, and felf-abhorr'd, 
Polluted and unclean ; 
Yet look in pity on me, Lord, 
And cleanfe me from my fin. 

O hearken to my cries, 
And fet my fpirit free ; 
Thou, O my God, wilt not defpife 
The heart that mourns for thee. 

Thy well-beloved Son 
Hath fhed his precious blood, 
T' atone for crimes which we have done^ 
And bring us near to God. 

Thy promised Spirit give. 
Thy faving grace impart ; 
Help me in Jcfus to believe 
With undivided heart. 

O tell me thou art mine. 
My gloomy fears remove; 
Lord, let thy face upon me fhine, 
And fill me with thy love. 

Thy gracious fmile afford, 
And feal me for thine own ; 
For life is in thy favour, Lord, 
But death is in thy frown. 

CHAP 
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CHAP. XIII. 



ThefubjeS concluded in an Addrefs to the Obje&s of 
divine Favour. 

T Shall now conclude, with an ufe of inftruftion, 
addreffed more particularly to thofe who may be 
denominated the real faints of God ; being brought 
out of darknefs into his marvellous light, called with 
an holy calling, and made, by regenerating and 
adopting grace, the fons and daughters of the Lord 
Almighty. Thefe are interefted in the divine fa- 
vour, according to the tenor of that covenant 
which is ordered in all things and fure, and con- 
tains all their falvation, and all their defire ; the 
diftinguifhing privilege of which is, ** I will be 
their God, and they fliall be my people." His fa- 
vour towards them is, as Davenant obferves, (vin- 
culum aterna henevolentict) a bond of eternal love. 
This bond is indiflbluble, and cannot be broken; 
for his love, like himfelf, is immutable, and ever- 
lailing. 

But the fweet and comfortable fenfe of this love 
is not always enjoyed by thofe who in reality are 
interefted in it. For we find fome of thofe pious 
and holy men, whofe experiences are recorded in 
the facred fcriptures, at certain feafons, complain- 

K0.XTII. I. U VCl^ 
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•ing of the abfence of God, of the hidings of his 
face, of their being filled with great bittemefs in- 
fiead of peace, and with forrow and anguifli of 
fpirit inftead of comfort. It is to fuch as thefe 
that the God of grace and confolation has faid^ ** 
thou afflifled, tofled with tempefts and not com- 
forted, for a fmall moment have I forfaken thee; 
but with great mercies will I gather thee. In a 
little wrath I hid my face from thee for a moment; 
but with everlafting kindnefs will I have mercy on 
thee, faith the Lord thy Redeemer," 

SECT. I. 

Of the Doubts and Scruples which fome may enter- 
tain refpeSling their Intereft in God^s Favour, 

Perhaps fome perfon, who may caft his eyes on 
thefe pages, may be faying, with a defponding 
heart, * Alas! I fear that I am not in a ftate of 
friendfliip with my Maker, though there is nothing 
in heaven or earth that I fo much defire. How 
can I be in the favour of God who am fo unworthy 
of it ? A confcioufnefs of my unworthinefs bows 
.down my foul before him from day to day.* 

But can you, forget that there is no worthinefs 
in any of the human race to entitle them to the pri- 
vilege in queftion ? ** There is none righteous, no 

not 
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not one," Neither does the Maft High fet his love 
upon any becaufe they are worthy of it, but be- 
caufe of his own fovereign good pleafure. " He 
hath mercy on whom he will have mercy, and com- 
paffion on whom he will have compaffion," No- 
thing out. of his own infinite mind is to be con- 
fidered as^a motive inducing him to it, 

Thofe who have been diftinguifhed with pecu- 
liar marks of favour from above, have had the 
deepeft fenfe of their own unworthinefs. Aira^ 
ham^ the father of the faithful, ancj the friend of 
God, counted himfelf but duft and a(hes. Jacobs 
who as a prince had power with God, who wreftled 
with the angel of the covenant, and prevailed, and 
who was favoured with the vifions of the Almighty, 
even he, in deep humility of fpirit, fays, •* I am 
not worthy of the lead of all the mercies, and of 
all the truth which thou haft fliewed unto thy fer- 
vant." The Pfalriiift, who was guided with the 
counfel, and held by the right hand of the Moft 
High, owns himfelf as a beaft before him. Paul, 
who was caught up to paradife, who had abun- 
dance of revelations from the divine Redeemer, 
and the moft intimate and aftonifhing manifefta- 
tions of his favour, yet owns himfelf lefs than the 
leaft of all faints, and the very chief of finners. 
If you look into the records of paft generations, 
U 2 you 
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you will find that the tokens of God's favour have 
defcended moft plentifully on thofe who have 
walked in the low vallies of humiliation; and that 
tliofe have been moft honoured of their Maker, 
who have had the meaneft opinion.of themfelves. 
The pious Roman centurion faid to the Redeemer, 
in whom the Gentiles truft, ** I-.ord, I am not 
worthy that thou ftiouldft come under my roof; 
but fpeak the word only, and my fervant (hall be 
healed.'* When Jefus heard it, he marvelled, and 
faid to them that followed, " Verily I fay unto you, 
I have not found fo great faith, no not in I/raeir 
When Mary the finner wept at the feet of the Sa- 
viour, wafhing them with her tears, and wiping 
them with the hair of her head, he declared, in the 
prefence of the haughty and difdainful pharifee, 
that her fms, which were many, were forgiven 
her. •* For whofoever exalteth himfelf fliall be 
abafed ; and he that humbleth himfelf fball be ex- 
alted." 

Perhaps the perfon I am now addreffing may 
fay, * But I am a vile, polluted, (inful wretch ; 
how can a God of fpotlefs purity have any favour 
for fuch an one as I am ?' 

It is true, the righteous Lord loveth righteouf- 
ncfs, and hateth iniquity ; yea, he is of purer eyes 
than to look on evil. But we muft diilinguifli be- 
tween 
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tween the perfon of a poor unworthy finner, and 
the defilement cleaving to him, which the finner 
himfelf abhors, and from which he defires. and 
feeks deliverance. If none were loved of God 
but fuch as are free from the ftains of impurity, 
there could be no obje£ls of his favour among the 
children of men. The love of God to fmners is in 
Chrift Jefus our Lord ; and he can diftinguifh be- 
tween their perfons and that whereby they are de- 
filed. The fpoufe of Chrift, though black in her- 
felf, is comely in the eyes of infinite purity, as 
viewed in her relation to the Lord her righteouf- 
nefs. The child of an earthly parent is dear to his 
father, though he has fallen into the mire. The 
child's tears on the occafioft move the compallion 
of the father's heart, and he haftens to relieve him 
in his diftrcfs. When Ephraim was turned and re- 
pented ; when he was inftrufted, and fmote upon 
his thigh ; when he was afhamed and confounded, 
becaufe he did bear the reproach of his youth, was 
there no favour towards this penitent in the heart 
of him who is juftly called " the Father of mer- 
cies?" Hear what he fays ; •* Is Ephraim my dear 
fon ? Is he a pleafant child ? For fince I fpake 
againft him, I do earneftly cemember him ftill : 
therefore my bowels are troubled for. him: I will 
furely have mercy on him, faith the Lord." 

U 3 Though: 
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Though God is unchangeable in his nature, and 
not fubjeft to human paflions, yet, in condefcen- 
(ion to our infirmities, he is pleafed to fpeak to us 
after the manner of men. He afTures us, that bis 
children, with all their impcrfeftions, are dear to 
him. They are lovely and comely in his fight, 
through the comelinefs of Chrift which is put 
upon them. Their humiliations move him ; their 
fpeech is pleafanjt to him ; their prayers and cries 
are his delight; juft as parents take pleafure in . 
their children, who are images of themfelves, par- 
ticularly when they begin to talk, to lifp out their 
fathers' names, and, in broken language, to ex- 
prefs their wants and their defires. The little ac- 
tions of children, though full of fimplicity and 
weaknefs, are pleafing to their parents; fo are the 
imperfcfl motions of gracious afiFe£lions to our 
heavenly Father. His bowels are troubled for 
them, and yearn towards them, when they are 
pouring out the tears of penitence before him, and 
mourning over their own follies. J^ob was re- 
garded with peculiar approbation and favour, at 
the very time when he cried out, " Behold, I am 
vile;'* when he abhorred himfelf in the light of 
his Maker, and repented in duft and aOies before 
him. The Lord faid to Eliphaz the Temanite^ 
" My wrath is kindled againft thee, and againft 

thy 
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thy two friends; — my fervant Job fliall pray for 
you, for him will I accept." 

Shame, confufion of face, and felf-loathing are 
both fruits and evidences of God's favour. ** That 
thou mayeft remember and be confounded, and 
never open thy mouth any more, when I am pa- 
cified toward thee for all that thou haft done, faith 
the Lord God. I will accept you with your fweet 
favour, when I bring you out from the people; 
and^e (hall remember your ways and all your do- 
ings wherein ye have been defiled ; and ye fliall 
loathe yourfelves in your own fight." May not 
the defponding reader take encouragement from 
fuch paffages as thefe ? Is it not evident that God's 
kindnefs is then moft peculiarly excited towards a 
poor finner, when he is moft out of love with him- 
felf, and moft vile in his own eyes ? Have not the 
be ft of men in God's account, often thought them- 
felves the worft ? This to fome may fcem very 
myfterious. It is a paradox which divine revela- 
tion alone can explain. 

But perhaps fome one may be ready to afk far- 
ther, * How can I be interefted in the divine fa- 
vour who have not the comfort of it, but have 
been, for a long time, beclouded with darknefs, 
and overwhelmed with trouble and forrow ? Even 
to-day is my complaint bitter ; my ftroke is heavier 

than 
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than my groaning^ Behold, I go forward, but he 
is not there ; and backward,, but I cannot perceive 
him ; on the left hand, where he doth work, but I 
cannot behold him: he hideth himfelf on the right 
hand, that I cannot fee him. Oh that I knew where 
I might find him!* 

You ought, my dear friend, to keep in mind the 
ncceffary diftin£lionwe have before made, between 
the favour of God, as it is in itfelf, and that fen- 
fible enjoyment of it which you now feem to want. 
We fometimes find the man after God's own heart 
expreffing himfelf in fuch language as this, '* How 
long wilt thou forget me, O Lord? For ever? 
How long wilt thou hide thy face from me ? How 
long ihall I take counfel in my foul, having forrow 
in my heart daily ? Confider and hear me, O Lord 
my God ; lighten mine eyes, left I fleep the fleep 
of death." Salvation may be experienced in* its 
reality where the joy of it is wanting. And hence 
the fame perfon thus prays» ** Reftore unto me 
the joy of thy falvation, that the bones which thou 
haft broken may rejoice." An earthly father may 
fometimes frown upon the child whom he dearly 
loves. JoftpVs affe£Uon for his brethren was fin- 
cere, at the very time that he fpake fo roughly to 
them. The God of love and grace doth fouie- 
times,, for wife ends,, fufpend the manifeftations of 

his 
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his favour from the heirs of falvation. A (kilful 
phyfician prefcribes to his patients, in fome cafes, 
fuch medicines as occafion pain and ficknefs, in 
order to remove thofe humours which might en- 
danger the conftitution. His intention is not to 
kill, but to cure. The circumftanccs of God's 
children are often fuch as call for fatherly chaftife- 
ments. He therefore fufpends his fmiles, or with- 
draws the comfortable fenfe of his love and favour, 
leaving them, for a time, in darknefs and difquie- 
tude. When David thought his mountain flood 
fo ftrong, that, in a fort of blameable fecurity, he 
concluded he (hould never be moved, he had pre- 
fently reafon to complain, " Thou hideft thy face, 
and I am troubled." Of ancient I/rael the Lord 
faid, ** For the iniquity of his covetoufnefs' was I 
wroth and fmote him : I hid me, and was wroth, 
and he went on frowardly in the way of his own 
heart." 

The Almighty may deal thus with die obje£ls of 
his' love, to roufe them from a ftate of fecurky ; to 
fubdue pride, and make them humble ; to wean 
them from the world, and excite in them more 
earneft longings after their heavenly reft ; to teach 
them to put a higher value on hid favour, and to 
quicken their diligence m feeking him ; and, in 
a word, he deals thus with them, that they may 

learn 
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learn to fympathize with others who may 1)6 tried 
in the fame way. 

Give not up, therefore, all hope of intereft in 
the divine favour, on account of your prefent dif- 
confolate ftate. If you walk indarknefs, and have 
no light, ftill truft in the name of the Lord, and 
flay yourfclf upon his powerful arm, and unchang- 
ing love. Remember, you are yet expofed on 
the tempeiluous fea of life, and have not reached 
the port of uninterrupted reft. .Your fun may be 
under a cloud, and not (hine upon you, but he is 
ftill in the heavens. Cacelefs finners have no fo» 
licitude about God's favour; it is fincere love 
alone that is attended with jealoufy. Fits of fick- 
nefs are incident to thofe who are alive, not to the 
dead. They who are dead in trefpaffes and fins 
never mourn under a fenfe of God's ab fence. Be 
of good courage, and he ihall flrengthen your heart, 
O you that hope in the Lord. 

But perhaps fome difquieted foul may fay. How 
can I conclude that God looks^ upon me with an eye 
of favour, when I cannot bring my heart to love 
him, and delight in him, as. his word requires me 
to do ? Does not his love to finners kindle in their 
hearts a return of afieftion to him ? Do not I hear 
the heirs of falvation faying, •* We love him bc- 
caufe he firft loved us?" 

To 
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To this I would anfwer; — fpiritual life maybe 
hid, even from the chriftian*s own view, as well 
as from that of others. Defertions, temptations, 
and the prevailing corruptions of the heart may, 
for a time, (b becloud the mind, that the evidences 
of grace cannot be clearly difcerned. As the love 
oi God to us may be concealed under a cloud of 
darknefs, the fame may be faid with rcfpeft to 
our love to him. The principle may exift when 
the operation of it is not very apparent. You are 
afraid you do not love him whom you know to be 
worthy of your moft ardent afifefkion. But per- 
haps your judgment of yourfelf is not according 
to truth. Can you find no fpark of love amidft 
the afhes which furround it? Examine yourfelf 
carefully. Though you cannot, with full confidence 
fay, ** Lord, thou knoweft all things, thou knoweft 
that I love thee;*' perhaps you can appeal to the 
Searcher of hearts, that you dejire to love him. 
And can you fuppofe this to be the cafe with thofe 
who are entirely deftitute of fpiritual life ? If un- 
rcgenerate finners fincerely defire to love God, 
and are difquieted, grieved, and diftr'efled that 
they cannot love him as they ought, we will no 
longer affirm, that their minds are carnal, and en« 
mity agalnft their Maker and Sovereign. Inftead 
thexefore of concluding, that you are entirely deC 
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titute of the gracious principle of which we are 
fpeaking, earneftly and conftantly pray, that the 
holy flame of divine love may be fo enkindled in 
your bofom, as to put the matter out of doubt ref- 
pe£liog its exillence there. Let it be your daily 
requeft at the throne of grace, that the love of God 
may be £hed abroad in your heart, by the Holy 
Ghoft given unto you. 

But there is fcarcely any end of the jealoufies 
and fears of thofe who are weak in the faith. Me- 
thinks I hear one faying, * You have i^oi yet 
touched my fore; I am grievoufly affli£led in my 
own perfon, in my family, and in my circum- 
fiances ; the hand of the Almighty is heavy upon 
me ; if I am interefted in his favour, why am I 
thus?' I would anfwer, in the words of the apoftle, 
" Ye have forgotten the exhortation that fpeaketh 
unto you as unto children, My fon, defpife not the 
chaftening of the Lord, neither faint when thou art 
rebuked of him; for whom the Lord loveth he 
chafteneth, and fcourgeth every fon whona he re- 
ceiveth." If fatherly chaftifements are tokens of 
love, then great and heavy cha&ifenynts are to- 
kens of great love. Health and profperity .are 
liberally granted to many who abufe them to the 
ruin of their fouls ; they may, on the other hand, 
be denied to you in great mercy. The father 

knows 
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knows what is good for his child, and what might 
do him harm, better than the child himfelf knows. 
A man in a raging fever earneftly longs for flrong 
drink ; but his attendant with-holds it from him, 
becaufe he knows it would increafe his diforder, 
and perhaps endanger his life. The attendant de- 
nies what is requefted, out of love to the afflitled 
man. God is our faithful keeper, and merciful 
preferver. He is infinitely wife to know what is 
beft fox us, and what would be to our hurt. As a 
proof of his favour, he often does us good, in fome 
fort, again ft our wills. It is a mercy to be fome- 
times refufed what we eagerly wiih, rather than to 
have our fond defires gratified. Remember it 
is faid of the rebellious IfraeliUSt who afked meat 
for their luft, •* He gave them their requeft, but 
fent leannefs into their fouls." This gift was a 
mark of difpleafure, rather than of favour. 

The laft cafe I fhall mention, is that of the 
tempted chriftian. * If I am interefted in the di- 
vine favour,' fays fuch a one, * why am I hurried, 
and almoft diftrafted with violent temptations from 
day to day ? The powers of darknefs feem to be let 
loofe upon me; the enemy thrufts at me fore that I 
fliould fall, and comes againft me like a roaring 
lion, ready to devour. My life is one continued 
conflia.' 
v«. xvin. 1. X Have 
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Have you not read of a certain eminent faint, 
who had a thorn in the flefli, the meffenger of Sa- 
tan to buffet him ? Was this an indication that he 
had no intereft in the divine favour ? Juft the con- 
trary ; there was given him a thorn in the flefli, 
left he (hould be exalted above meafure. If the 
Lord fuffers you to be violently affaulted by tempta- 
tion, it is neither for want of love to your perfon, 
nor for want of power to deliver you ; but for wife 
ends and purpofes. Perhaps you are thus exer- 
cifed to keep you humble, to make you more fen- 
fible of your conftant need of him who is able to 
fuccour thofe that are tempted, to ftir you up to 
watchfulnefs and fervent prayer, to induce you to 
make ufe of the fliield of faith, whereby you ihall 
be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked 
one, to make the final conqueft the more glorious, 
and to render death more defirable, and heaven 
more welcome. 

SECT. II. 

Of AJfurancc of Intereft in the Favour of God. 

A well-grounded, habitual perfuafion of intereft 
in the divine favour, is certainly a privilege which 
has been enjoyed ty many, and which may ftill 
be experienced by real chriftians in our day. The 

Lord 
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Lord has been pleafed to make provifion for the 
comfort of his people,, in a matter of fuch vaft im- 
portance. Paul v^ as perfuadedj-that nothing could 
feparate him from the lave of God which is ia 
Chrift Jefus our Lord. Was this perfuafion an 
appendage to his^ office, as an apoftle ? The con- 
trary, L think,, is evident. This was a part of his 
experience as. a chriftian; and. it is a privilege 
which lies equally open to us. For we have the 
fame gofpel,, and the fame promifes as he had. 
The efficacy of the teaching, fanSifying and com- 
forting operations of the Holy Spirit, cannot be 
weakened by length of time;. his power and grace 
are the fame they were in former ages. 

Were the promifes of God refpefting falvatioa 
conditional, they would not be a proper founda- 
tion for an aflured expeSation of receiving what 
is fo promifed. But as thefe promifes are abfo- 
lute, they afcertain the poffeffion of that to which 
they relate ; fince he that has made them is faith- 
ful, and has promifed nothing but what he is able 
to perform. The tenor of fuch promifes as have 
refpeftto eternal falvationis, Iwill^ and theyjhall; 
'* I will be tlieir God, and they fliall be my 
people." In their nature therefore, the promifes 
are fuited to produce and fupport a holy confi* 
dence towards God. 

X 2 The 
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The Almighty has confirmed thefe promifes by 
an oath, for this exprefs purpofe, that thofe who 
have fled for retuge, to lay hold on the hope fet be- 
fore them, might have ftrong confolation; this 
confolation arifes from the two immutable things 
in which it is impoffible for God to lie, the pro- 
mife and the oath of Jehovah, giving them affu- 
rance of his favour, and of their fecurity in con- 
fequence of it. 

The witneffing and fealing of the Holy Spirit 
may ferve to convince us, that thofe to whom he 
bears witnefs of their being the children of God, 
and thofe whom he feals to the day of redemption, 
mull be aflured of their intereft in the divine fa- 
vour. Sealing is confequent on believing ; ** After 
that ye believed, ye were fealed." It is likewife 
the office of the Holy Spirit, to dwell in real 
chriftians as the Spirit of adoption, enabling them 
to addrefs God as their Father, through Jefus 
Chrift, with boldnefs, liberty, and confidence. 

There have been many, in all ages, who have 
witnefTed what we are now fpeaking of, who have 
been well aflured, on folid grounds, of their in- 
terefl; in the favour of their Maker. They have 
been able to adopt, with propriety, the language of 
his people recorded in the facred fcriptures, and to 
rejoice in the glorious benefits flowing from the 

foun- 
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fountain of redeeming love. They have faid, ** The. 
Lord is my light, and my falvation ; I will truft 
and not be afraid, for the Lord Jehovah is my 
ftrength and ray fong; he alfo is become my fal- 
vation. He loved me, and gave himfelf for me. 
We have known and believed the love that God 
hath unto us. God is love, and he that dwclleth 
in love, dwelleth in God, and God in him i" 

If many pifofeffors of religion in the pre font day 
fall fliort of this privilege, there is certainly a caufe 
for it, and that caufe lies at their own door. This 
privilege is not to be enjoyed without the diligent 
ufe of thofe means, which God hath appointed for 
our increafe and growth in grace. It is not to be 
enjoyed without felf-denial, watchfulncfs and 
circumfpe£lion. It is never experienced, in any 
comfortable degree, but in the afliduous prac- 
tice of religious duties; fuch as prayer, read- 
ing the word of God, meditation, felf-examinatioii, 
and a conftant attendance on the worfhip of God* 
Thofe who expeft to enjoy the privilege in quef- 
tion, in the negleft of thefe means, do but deceive 
themfelves. They may exclaim, if they pleafe, 
againfi rendarks of this kind, as favouring of lega* 
lity ; we know that God has been pleafed to con- 
neft the end with the means ; and what he has 
joined together, let no man think to put afun- 
X 3 der. 
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dcr. Let mt entreat you to regard what the apoflle 
fays to the Htrhews ; " We defire that every one 
of you do (hew the fame diligence to the full aflu- 
ranee of hope unto the end." The full aflurance 
of hope is a fpecia! degree of its advancement and 
improvement. A weak and imperfeft hope will 
give but a weak and imperfeS relief under trouble; 
but that which rifeth up to a full aifurance will 
carr)- us comfortably through all the difficulties 
and afflictions attendant on the prefent ftate.^ Now 
diligence is neceflary to be (hewn, if we would 
enjoy this full a(furance of hope. This is God's 
appointment : *' Give diligence to make your call- 
ing and eleftion fure; for if ye do thefe things, 
ye (hall never fall; for fo an entrance fliall be 
miniflered unto you abundantly into the everlaft- 
ing kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift." 
Diligence hath a proper and natural tendency to 
the end propofed. For by the ufe of diligence, 
we grow in grace, fo that our intereft in the pro- 
mifes of God is cleared up unto us. There is no 
inftance wherein we may allow ourfelves to lay 
afide this diligence ; for it muft be (hewn unto the 
end. There is no condition in life wherein it will 
not be neceflfary. It mud be maintained, if we 
would enjoy the full a{rurance of hope, till we are 
abfolutely difcharged from our warfare. 

Many 
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Many fall fliort of a fettled aflurance of intereft 
in the divine favour, for want of feeking it. Could 
they be perfuaded to pray for themfelves, with that 
earneftnefs and importunity which the apoftic 
Paul difcovered with refpeft to others, they would, 
no doubt, be brought to experience the privilege in 
queftion. ** I ceafe not to give thanks for you, 
making mention of you in my prayers ; that the 
God of our Lord Jefus Chrift, the Father of glory, 
may give unto you the Spirit of wifdom and reve- 
lation, in the knowledge of him : the eyes of your 
underftanding being enlightened; that ye may 
know what is the hope of his calling, and what the 
riches of the glory of his inheritance in the faints. 
For this caufe I bow my knees unto the Father of 
our Lord Jefus Chrift, that he would grant you ac- 
cording ta the riches of his glory, to be ftrength- 
ened with might by his Spirit in the inner«man ; 
that Chrift may dwell in your hearts by faith; that 
ye being rooted and grounded in love, may be able 
to comprehend with all faints, what is the breadth^ 
and length, and depth, and height, and to know 
the love of Chrift which pafleth knowledge, that 
ye might be filled with all the fulnefs of God." 

Would thofe who are at uncertainties concern- 
ing their fpiritual ftate, be prevailed upon to feek 
with diligence, eameftnels, and perfeveraoce for 

what 



^48 LII'E IM 

what is reqtiefted in thefe petitions, they certainly 
would be brought to experience what they have 
not yet known. For it is faid by him that cannot 
lie, " Aft, and ye (hall receive; feck, and ye 
fhall find ; knock, and it (hall be opened to you. 
For' every one that afteth, receivcth; he that 
feeketh, findeth; and to him that knocketh^ it (hall 
be opened.*' The plain matter of faft then is, ** Ye 
have not becaufe ye aft not." O that you would 
be entreated to make the experiment, and fee 
whether the God of truth and grace will falfify his 
own word; 

Some walk perpetually in the dark refpeQing 
their intereft in the divine favour, through the in- 
dulgence of fome known fin. Confcience! (peak; 
thou art a witnefs for God. Difcharge thy office 
faithfully. Arreft the guilty reader, and urge him 
him here to make a folemn paufe. ..... Though 

no one was farther from a legal fpirit than the 
apofile Paul; though no one was more dependent 
upon Jefus Chrift for acceptance with the Father; 
yet he fays, ** Herein do I exercife myfelf, to have 
a confcience void of offence, both towards God 
and towards men." 

If we live in any known fin, or allow ourfelves 
in the cuftomary omiffion of any known duty, how 
is ittpoflible to preferve a comfortable fenfe of our 

in- 
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intereft in the favour of God; fince the Holy 
Spirit will, in that cafe, be grieved, and withdraw 
his evidence in our behalf? But could we retain 
our hope towards God, we certainly fhould not be 
eafy or happy. If a traveller were fure of reach- 
ing his journey's end in fafety, yet if he walked 
a great part of the way with a thorn in his foot, he 
muft take every ftep in pain. Such a thorn, as ii 
juftly obferved by a pious writer, will be felt in the 
confcience, till we are favoured with true limpli- 
city of heart, and made willing in all things, great 
and fmall, to yield obedience to the Lord's pre- 
ceptSy and make them die fkanding rule of our coO'* 
du£l, without wilfully admitting a fingle exceptioo. 
It muft be owned, that the befl: and holieft of men 
are confcious of innumerable failings, imper- 
fe£lions s^nd mifcarriages ; yet their hearts being 
upright, thefe things will not break their peace. 
But if we trifle with light received, and connive at 
what we know to be wrong, our hands will be 
weak, and our minds dark, reftlefs, and uncom- 
fortable. Many, who, one would hope, are the 
children of the King, are lean from day to day, be- 
caufe of the indulgence of fome fecret fin. They 
are as difiant from the enjoyment of that happinefs 
which arifcs from a fenfe of interefi in the divine 
favour, as they are from the poflibility of recon- 
ciling 
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Giling the-incompatiblefervices of God and Mam- 
mon» 

Reader,, beware of that reluSance to felf -exa- 
mination which is fo common to the human mind. 
Look into your own heart; fearch.and- try. your 
ways»^ that you may find out that which deprives 
you of the comfortable fenfe q£ God'& favour,. Let 
your fpirit make diligent fearch, thatyou may dif- 
cover the latent iniquity which robs you of fo great 
a privilege. And if you find it, do not fpare it ; 
but, humbling yourfelf in the fight, of the Lord,^ 
feek for pardon; and xry ta him who is able to 
lave, for deliverance from the fin. wJiich eafily be-^ 
fets you. Say with Job, *' Wherefore hideft thou 
tihy face, (O God) and holdeft me for thine enemy ? 
Make me to know my tranfgreffion, and my fin." 
God giveth grace unto the humble^ " Humble 
yourfelf in the fight of the Lord, and he {hall 
lift you upi He comforteth thofe that are call 
down. He dwells with him that is of a contrite 
and humble fpirit, to revive the fpirit of the hum^ 
ble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones.'* 

Beware of negle£ling God's ordinances. Dili- 
gently wait upon him in his appointments. Give 
good heed to the mini firation of his holy word. 
Hearken and hear what the Lord fpeaks by his 
ninifters ; for he. will fpeak peace to his people and 

to 
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to his faints; but let them not turn again to FoUy. 
Open your heart to thofe whom God has appointed 
to comfort the feeble-minded, and to fuppoit the 
weak. — 'Ufe thefe means diligently and confcien* 
tioufly. Wait on the Lord, and he will faveyou. 

Steadily aim at a conformity to the wiH of Crod, 
both in heart and life. Walk in the fear of the 
Lord all the day long, and make it your conftant 
care to pleafe him. " His falvation is nigh them 
that fear him. Unto you that fear my name (hall 
the Sun of righteoufnefs arife, with healing in his 
wings; and ye fhall go forth, and grow up as 
calves of the ftall.'* If you favour fin, it is im*. 
poflible you fhould enjoy a comfortable aflurance 
of God's favour; for " your iniquity will feparate 
between you and your God,? It will interpofe, 
as a thick mift, to hide his face from yon. If you 
grow indolent, negligent, and of a worldly fpirit, 
you need not wonder to find yourfelf involved in 
darknefs and perplexity refpefting your ftate to- 
wards God ; for he hath faid, " If ye walk con. 
trary unto me, I alfo will walk contrary unto you.!* 

It muft be owned, as has been before obferved, 
tliat fome pious and upright minds are fuffered, for 
a time, to be involved in darknefs through the pre- 
valence of fore temptations; others are awfiiUy 
tried by fpiritual defertions; and others again are 
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fubje£l to a kind of conftitutional melancholy. 
All thefe are objeSs of pity; and the Lord will 
eventually appear for their comfort and deliverance. 
He hath laid, '• I will not contend for ever, neither 
will I be always 'wroth : for the fpirit ihould fail 
before me, and the fouls which I have made.*' 
He will heal the broken in heart, and bind up their 
wounds. 

Some are prevented from enjoying an aflurance 
of the divine favour through caufelefs fears and 
jealoufies. Thefe are conftantly encouraged not 
to fear, by him who knows the feeblenefs of their 
faith, and the weaknefs of their hands. •' Fear 
thou not, for I am with thee ; be not difmayed, I 
am thy God* Fear not, thou worm Jacob; neither 
be difmayed, ye men of I/raeL** They are afraid, 
becaufe fin is in them as an aftiv^ and reftlefs prin- 
ciple, that they have no contrary principle of 
grace or holinefs. And, becaufe, for a feafon they 
have not ftrong confolation, they are afraid they 
have no right to it, nor to any other fpiritual blef- 
fing« Thefe jealoufies and fears, at leafl;, evidence 
a defire to be right^ and to be conformed to the 
will and image of God ; which certainly fprings 
from a gracious principle. In thefe perfons, the 
want of ikill to diftinguiih between the motions of 
tb<e flelb» and tbofe of the Spirit, is the occafion of 

their 
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their diftreffing fear. They ought to reafon thus, 
He that ilincerely repents of fin, believes in Jefus, 
and is defirous of giving hi$ whole heart to God, 
is in a ftate of acceptance with his Maker, accord- 
ing to the declarations of his word ; I cannot deny 
but this is my cafe ; therefore, why do I entertain 
thefe difquieting fears ? 

It may be of fervice to fuch perfons, to call to. 
mind paft experience, and to think of God's gra- 
cious dealings with them. •* I call to remembrance 
my fong in the night; I commune with my own 
heart, and my fpirit made diligent fearch. And I 
faid. This is my infirmity (to entertain thefe gloomy 
fears, and defponding thoughts ;) but I will remem- 
her the years of the right hand of the Moft High. 
The Lord hath appeared of old unto me ;*' this I 
muft own ; then obferve what he faith to you at 
prefent, ** Yea, I have loved thee with an everlaft- 
inglove; therefore with loving-kindnefs have I 
drawn thee.*' Let this be for your comfort. 

After all, it muft be acknowledged, that the true, 
folid and rational affur«^nce of hope is often the re- 
fult of many fevere trials. When young difciples 
are filled with comfort, peace and joy, they are, 
for that feafon, ftrangers to doubts and fears re- 
fpe£l:ing their acceptance with God. But this is 
not that aflurance of which the fcriptures fpeak. 
No. xvin. t. Y No 
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~ No fooner are their comforts withdrawn, than they 
are filled with perplexity, difquieted with fears, and 
ready to count all their former experience mere 
delufion. Affurance grows, and is eftabliflied by 
repeated conflifts, and by renewed experimental 
proofs of God's power to fave and deliver us. 
When we have been brought low, and helped by 
his gracious hand; forely wounded, and healed 
again; caA down, and raifed up; when we have 
given up all hope, and been fuddenly fnatched 
from danger, and exalted to a place of fafety ; — 
when we have experienced thefe troubles and re- 
liefs a thoufand times over, we learn to truft Am- 
ply to- the word and power of God, in every ftate 
and condition. • This truft, this hope, when ha- 
bitual and ftrong, becomes like an anchor of the 
foul, fure and ftedfaft, in all the ftorms of life. 
It bears, when thus confirmed, the name of af- 
furance. But in this holy confidence there are 
many degrees. 

This affurance is built upon a foundation that 
cannot be Oiaken, though it is often much aflaulted. 
It does not depend on occafional and changeable 
frames of mind, nor upon any thing precarious; 
but upon the word of infallible truth, and an agree- 
ment and correfpondence in the chriftian's expe- 
xience with that word. Nor does this agreement 
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depend altogether on a train of laboured arguments 
and deduftions, but is felf-evident to the gracious 
mind; For ** he that believeth hath the witnefs in 
himfelf.'* The moft fimple and unlearned may be 
the fubjefts of it, in a way as extenfive and fatis- 
faftory, as the moft wife and learned. 

This holy confidence may be maintained in a 
believer, even under darknefs, and the hidings of 
God's face. He that walfceth iivdarknefs, and hathj 
comparatively, no light of divine comfort, is en- 
couraged, and even commanded to truft in the 
name of the Lord, and flay himfelf upon his God. 
He is to do this when the cheering rays of the Sun 
of righteoufnefs do not fliine upon his mind, fo as 
to afford him the refrefliing light of extraordinary 
confolation and joy. Hereby, the foul of a chriftian 
is preferved tranquil and compofed, though it hath 
not that degree of pleafure, which fprings from the . 
affefting manifeftations of divine love. 

This holy confidence- carries the mind above 
the affliftive and diftreffmg things of this world. 
As it fwims not upon a torrent of terreftrial plea- 
fures, fo it is not deeply depreffed by the heavy 
weight of worldly forrows. He who is well fa- 
tisfied refpefling his intereft in the divine favour, 
is not elevated by the moft flattering things which 
snay attend him in this mortal fiate ; neither is he,. 
Y 2 like 
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like other men, greatly difquieted when he is de- 
prived of earthly enjoyments ; for he knows that 
in God's favour there is life. His language there- 
fore is, •* Although the fig-tree (hall not bloflbm, 
neither fhall fruit be in the vines; the labour of 
the olive (hall fail, and the fields (hall yield no 
meat ; the flock (hall be cut ofiF from the fold, and 
there be no herd in the flail ; yet will I rejoice in 
the Lord, and joy in the God of my falvation." 
In profperity he is kept humble and modeft; in 
affli£lion, fubmiilive and patient; becaufe he is 
perfuaded, •• that all things work together for good 
to them that love God, and are the called accord- 
ing to his purpofe/* He glories in tribulation, 
fince '• tribulation worketh patience, and patience 
experience, and experience hope, and hope maketh 
not afhamed, becaufe the love of God is fhed 
abrosid in his heart, by the Holy Gholt." 

StCT. III. 

The Duty and Privilege of thofe who are Jatisfied 
refpeHing their Intereft in the Divine Favour. 

It certainly becomes thofe who are fatisfied» on 
good grounds, refpefting their intereft in the fa- 
vour of God, to be very thankful. You ought to 
prize the privilege very highly, and to adOre the 

Au- 
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Author of peace and confolation, for having 
brought you into this fafe and happy ftate. You 
had no natural right to this diftinguifliing blefling, 
neither could you poffibly have procured it by any 
meritorious aftions of your own. If Mephibojhelh 
was fo affefted with the kindnefs of Ddvid to him, 
that he exclaimed, ** What is- thy fervant, that 
thou fhouldeft look on fuch a dead dog as I am!" 
How fhould the kindnefs and love of God affeft 
your heart, and inflame your gratitude ? Surely, it 
becometh the juft to be thankful, and to exprefs 
their thankfulnefs iri fongs of praife. ** Blefs the 
Lord, O my foul, and all that is within me, blefs 
his holy name ; who forgiveth all thy fins, and 
healeth all thy difeafes, who redeemeth thy life 
from deftruftion,. and crowneth thee with loving- 
kindnefs and tender mercy." 

It becomes you to keep in memory the various 
inftances of God's goodnefs to you, and to endea- 
vour to improve them in the heft manner you are 
able. When Mary, the mother of Jefus, received 
gracious meffages from heaven, fhe kept them in 
remembrance, and pondered them in her heart. 
Go you, and do likewife. Let not the tokens of 
divine love be forgotten. Walk worthy of the 
exalted privileges you enjoy. In all your words^ 
works and ways, be afraid of offending your gra^ 
Y 3 cious 
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cious Benefador. Seek confiantly to pleafe him, 
by doing his will from the fecart. After you have 
received the fwceteft pledges of his love, you are 
ftill in danger of grieving the Holy Spirit of God, 
whereby yon are fealed to the day of redemption. 
Keep therefore a jealous eye over your own heart; 
watch and pray that you enter not into temptation. 
It becomes you to improve the diflinguiOiing 
kindnefs of God to you, for the benefit of others. 
Say, with the Pfalmift, ** Come and hear, all ye 
that fear God, and I will tell you what he hath 
done for my foul." When a feafonable opportu- 
nity offers, fpeak to your children, your fervants, 
your companions, and your chriftian brethren, 
concerning the pleafantnefs and the peace which 
are to be found in wifddm's ways. Say to them, 
'• O tafte and fee that the Lord is good ; bleffed is 
the man that trufteth in him!** Recommend his 
fervice from your own experience ; afluring them 
that his commands are not grievous, but that his 
yoke is eafy, and his burden light. You have 
good reafon to fpeak well of his name, and to be 
telling of his falvation from day to day. Be fer- 
vent and conilant in prayer and fupplication to 
God, for the converfion of finners, 'and the re- 
vival of his work among his profefling people. As 
you have obtained mercy, and have the fwect en- 
joyment 
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joyment of the divine favour, pour out your hearts 
before God, that others may alfo find mercy with 
him. Thus Abraham^ the friend of God, inter- 
ceded for his fon, " Oh that IJhmael might live in 
thy fight!" When you have fweet intercourfc 
with the Father of mercies, plead with him for 
others. It was the requeft of a certain perfon to 
his intimate friend (cum fie tihifutrity memento met) 
* when it fhall be thus with you, remember me.' 

It becomes you to long, to hope, and to wait for 
the full enjoyment of God's favour in heaven. 
The fweet and comfortable affurance of his love to 
you, in your prefent ftate of diftance from him, 
fhould make you reftlefs till you are advanced to 
the full and final fruition of it ii> glory. Let the 
taftes you have of it here, quicken your defires 
after a full draught of the fountain of life and blifs 
in the upper world. In the morning of the refur- 
reftion, when you awake in the divine likenefis, 
you fhall be fatisfied. Be conftantly looking for 
the coming of the day of God, and haflening to it. 
Wait on the Lord, and he will fave you, and pre- 
ferve you to his heavenly kingdom. The righteous 
go from diftant communion with their Redeemer 
on earth to intimate fellowfliip with him in heaven. 
*' Mofes, the fervant of the Lord, died, accord^ 
ing to the word of the Lord.'* The Jewijh Rabbins 

read 
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read it (ad ofculum Jthova) at the mouth or kifs- 
of Jehovah. The Lord tpok him away in a fweet 
embrace. He was then honoured with the appel- 
lation oi \}[Mt ftrvant of the Lord^ 2l% expreflive o£ 
the intimacy he had with his divine Mailer in this 
world, and of hi« admittance into the immediate 
prefence of the fame Matter in the regions of im- 
mortality. The foul at death goes to receive the 
refult of its labours ; the reward, not of debt, but of 
grace. Jefus has faid, ** If any man ferve me, let 
him follow me; and where I am, there alfo ftiall 
my fervants be : if any man ferve me, him will my 
Father honour." To which we may add the words 
of the apoftle to the Coloffians^ " Knowing that of 
the Lord ye fhall receive the reward of the inheri- 
tance ; for ye ferve the Lord Chrifl.'* Keep this 
in view, and be daily longing, hoping, and waiting 
for it. 

I fliali clofe all with the following meditation, by 
way of paraphrafe, on the text which I have endea- 
voured to explain and enforce through the whole 
of this treatife. 

The divine word informs me, and my own ex- 
perience bears witnefs to the delightful truth, that 
In his favour there is life. To this I can fet my 
feal ; fo that what many others do but read, I, a 

poor 
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poor finful worm, am made to feej. Were I de-* 
nied the fweet enjoyment of his favour, my heart 
would be pained; I fhould faint and languifii. 
Had I never tafted the precious benefit, I fhould 
never have known how good it is. But I know 
in whom I have believed ; I know whom I have 
loved ; and how do I long that my weary foul may 
reft in the bofom of his love I His benignity is 
better than life. I long to have a full draught of 
his love, or rather, to be overwhelmed in this un- 
bounded ocean. 

AbTence from him, whofe favour has won my 
heart, is the fharpeft pain I now feel. O that the 
veil, which hides from me the bright vilion of hi§ 
face, were but once removed ! I long to fee hiih 
as he is. Since his love has warmed my once* 
frozen breaft, my heart is not my own ; I have 
given my warmeft affeftions to him, and cannot 
forbear to cry, " When fhall I come, and appear 
before God!" 

Farewell, delufive world ; my heart glows with 
an ardour .which nothing beneath the fun could 
poffibly infpire. The brighteft things below the 
ikies have no charms for me, in comparifon with 
him who is the chiefeft among ten thoufands, and 
altogether lovely. The favour of the great, the 
riches of the wealthy, and the delights of the vain, 

are 
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are mean and defpicable things. When the light 
of God's countenance is lifted up upon me, I can 
look on this captivating world with difdain, and 
deem the mightieft monarch poor, who knows no- 
thing of the favour of the King of kings. 

How am I indebted to the riches of infinite love! 
The merciful Redeemer faw me, all wretched and 
forlorn, a helplefs orphan, caft out in the open 
field, polluted in mine own blood, to the loathing 
of my perfon ; he pitied my helplefs cafe, took me 
up in his arms, cherifhed me in his bofom, waflied 
me from my filthinefs, adorned me with his comeli- 
nefs, and faid untome^ ** I have loved thee with 
an everlafting love.** O how great is his mercy! 
I am now emboldened to claim a perfonal intereft 
in his favour, and to fay, "My beloved is mine,^ 
and I am his." His love is abfolutely free. There 
was enough in me to provoke his eternal abhor- 
r^ence; but he hath mercy on whom, and becaufe 
he will have mercy, 

Aflift me, ye celeftial intelligences, ye angels of 
light, aflift me to admire and adore his love. Teach 
me, in ftrains like your own, to celebrate the 
height, the depth, the length and the breadth of re- 
deeming grace. 

The tokens of divine favour are fweet beyond 
cxpreflion. They banifh the fears and difquietudes 

of 
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of the pained heart ; they alleviate the croffes and 
affliftions of life, and brighten th^ horrors of death 
and the grave. Bleft with the fmiles of his face, 
who loved me, and gave himfelf for me, I can 
chearfully fubmit to ev^ry chaftifcment of his hand; 
knowing that whom the Lord loveth he chafteneth, 
and fcourgeth every fon wl^om he receiveth. Wel- 
come difeafe, welcome every pain, which indi- 
cates the fpeedy diflblution of this tabernacle, and 
portends the hour of my releafe frona the burdens 
of the flefh. Thefe breaches in the walls of ray 
prifon-houfe admit the rays of celeftial light, and 
affure me, that my longing foul fhall -fpeedily gain 
her happy difmiflion, and fly to the bofom of her 
Saviour. Go on, O Lord, to accomplifli in me 
all the good pleafure of thy goodnefs, and the 
work of faith with power. Let thy light fliine 
brighter and brighter, unto the perfefl: day. Then 
farewell groans, and tears, and complaints ; fare- 
well darknefs and eclipfes of the Sun of righteouf- 
nefs ; farewell glimmering hopes and gloomy fears; 
faith itfelf will then be turned into fight, and hope 
into everlafting fruition. Welcome ye pleafures 
which flow at God's right hand for evermore! 
When I partake of thefe I fhall know, that ** In 

HIS FAVOUR IS LIFE !'* 

F £ N I $. 
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